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Dear Friends and Perth Hills community 

My family and I are very grateful and hereby 
expressing our heartfelt appreciation and thankfulness 
and joy for the warmest welcome to the Perth Hills 
community, particularly to Mundaring Anglican Parish 
on my commissioning day. The Organising Committee, 
who worked tirelessly to make the occasion 
successful.  

The Diocesan office send their gratitude and thanks to 
Mundaring Anglican Parish for the great job done 
thus, memorable colourful commissioning.  

It’s a new beginning with a new role for me, although I 
have been here in Mundaring for the last three years, 
now more responsibility has been placed on me and 
let us continue to journey together to fulfill God’s 
ministry in our Parish and community thus, supporting 
each other along the way during my time in 
Mundaring and beyond. 

Therefore, as Priest in Charge, I strongly believe that 
we will still together continue to share with each other 
our spiritual gifts and to be strengthened and 
encouraged by each other’s faith, so that together and 
with God’s help we will move ahead and make our 
parish grow and to be deeply rooted in love and be 
connected in many other ways to the wider Perth Hills 
Community of which we a part.  

 Foreword | Revd Oliver 

I am conducting a review of all our Parish Ministries 
with the assistance of Ann and Glenda. This process is 
aimed to feed me back with the required information 
on how suitable our ministries and the future action 
plans suits us. Secondly, it will allow us to value our 
work together and see how we as Mundaring Anglican 
Parish can improve and perform better for the years 
ahead. 

Thank God for the glorious transformation He makes 
in us. As I reflected on my Formation journey during 
this Lent season my focus was based on Jeremiah 
29.11 which says “For I know the plan I have for you 
Declares the Lord Plans to Prosper you not to Harm 
you. Plans to give you Hope and Future” 

Indeed, I am here as a Servant Leader to perform 
God’s ministry and we need to work together and 
support each other along the way in Mundaring and I 
hope that we will all together work to build the future 
plans for our parish thus, plans that prosper us as 
Mundaring parish and moving us ahead joyfully in the 
Light and Love of God.  

However, from the 4th April 2021 we are moving back 
to one service at 9.30 am and re-instate KidsInChurch 
and Tea Fellowship after the Sunday service at the 
Parish centre.  

More so, after my commissioning I re-visited some of 
the vows I took during my ordination which says: -  
“As Lord’s Messenger, proclaim the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, seek the Lost; Announce God’s Justice, Warn 
and correct those in error………...” and also Lead 
people of God as a servant of Christ, Love and Serve 
the people with whom you work, caring Alike for 
Young and Old, Rich and poor, Weak and Strong and 
remember Never to forget how a great treasure is 
placed in your care” 

This truly placed a big responsibility on me and what I 
kindly request and need is all your prayers and 
support as parish and Perth Hills Community to walk 
along with me and continue to make our parish and 
Perth Hills community to be an enjoyable place where 
people feel God’s love for one another. Please also 
know the door is open for anyone who wants to come 
and see me.  

Grace and Peace to you all and wish you Happy 
Easter Celebration. 

Revd Oliver Yengi  

Photo: Kerry 



 4 

The first 5th Sunday Lunch for 2021 was held on the 

31st January in the Parish Centre Garden.  

The lawns had been 
mowed by Barry and 
Vicki and looked a 
treat. The theme was 
Australia Day with an 
Australian barbecue 
as the meal.  

Weather wise the 
day was a typical Hot 
summers day, 
actually too hot for a Sunday lunch, consequently the 
numbers in attendance were down. 

The colour scheme was yellow (gold) tablecloths and 
green wattle centrepieces, Australia’s colours. The day 
began at 8am with a wonderful efficient team lead by 
Laurence and consisting of Ben, John and Bill B who 
put up the marquees and tables, then the second 
team of Jane, Sylvia, Lorna and myself decorating and 
preparing the tables. Eleanor and Peter volunteered to  

 January 5th Sunday lunch | Noelene 

7 RULES OF LIFE 

1. Make peace with your past so it won’t 
screw up the present. 

2. What others think of you is none of your 
business. 

3. Time heals almost everything, give it time. 

4. Don’t compare your life to others and 
don’t judge them. You have no idea what 
their journey is all about. 

5. Stop thinking too much, its alright not to 
know the answers. They will come to you 
when least expected. 

6. No one is in charge of your happiness, 
except you. 

7. Smile. You don’t own all the problems in 
the world. 

wrap the serviettes around the cutlery, thank you to 
you both. Once again Ann did the placemats.  

Laurence and John were our chefs for the day and had 
the barbecues in full swing with the wonderful aroma 
of cooking lamb chops and sausages as the 
parishioners arrived for lunch. 

A delicious array of salads was provided Coleslaw, 
Green Salad, Pasta Salad, Beetroot and Potato Salad. 
The salads were consumed and enjoyed by all, even in 
the heat.  

Due to COVID food preparation restrictions desserts 
were a variety of Drumstick ice-creams, which were 
appreciated and consumed quickly in the hot weather 
by all.   

Once again there was a long line of volunteers lead by 
Jane who did the washing up. Laurence and his team 
took down the marquees, tables and chairs and 
packed them away in the shed.   

The presence of God was truly in the house.  Thank 
you and God bless one and all.  

Published in Issue 2 of August 2016. Thank you Sylvia, 
and thank you Margaret H for rediscovering it. 

THANK YOU 
 

ALL FRONT LINE AND ESSENTIAL 
WORKERS FOR YOUR CONTINUING 

DEDICATION AND COMPASSION. 
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A group of twenty one people gathered in the 

Church of Epiphany for a service to mark the 
commencement of Lent, a forty day period in which 
we undertake Prayer, Fasting and Works of Love. 

The service commenced with Rev Oliver burning 
last year palm crosses to ash in a camp oven on the 
altar. This symbolises all things return to dust. 

The ministry of the word was brought to us by 
Muriel, Emily and Revd Oliver and followed by Revd 
Oliver’s homily. 

The congregation was invited to share a greeting of 
peace with a wave and a smile. We then moved to 
the altar to receive the sign of the ashes. As the ash 
was placed on our forehead, and the sign of the 
cross made, with a personal cotton bud to keep us 
all COVID-safe, Revd Oliver spoke the words 
“Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall 
return. Turn away from sin and be faithful to 
Christ.” 

The service continued with Holy Communion and 
the sending out of God’s people was followed by 
the final blessing. 

Christ our Saviour draw you to himself 
That you may find in him crucified a sure ground for 

faith 
A firm support for hope, 

And the assurance of sin forgiven. Photos: Ann 

 Ash Wednesday | Hilary 
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The Liturgy for Shrove Tuesday 16th February 2021 @ 

6pm. Following the Introduction by Revd Oliver, Hilary 
read a Lenten poem followed by Revd Oliver reading 
“Come with me as we journey into the Lenten world.  

The enactment of the making of the pancake was 
done. Lyn A sifted the flour into a bowl, Lena S added 
a touch of salt, Peri added the egg. Susan and Natalie 
added the honey and milk and the children mixed all 
the ingredients together. The placemats were 
designed by Ann and the words for the preparation 
were printed on the placemats. 

Following the blessing by Revd Oliver the festivities 
were open with a prayer. This year our Shrove 
Tuesday followed the COVID rules with great care 
taken with the preparing of the food and social 
distancing that was compulsory to prevent and 
contain the pandemic. Jade was appointed to make 
the pancakes; she has received special COVID training 
in handling food at her work. 

The evening was very successful following lockdown 
and wearing masks and the dreadful and most 
dangerous bushfires in our region where 86 homes 
were lost. No loss of life thanks to our brave volunteer  

 Shrove Tuesday | Margaret H 

Photos: Ann 

firefighters who worked tirelessly to keep us safe. 

Following such extreme hot weather, it was a relief 
that we had a beautiful evening outside in the Parish 
Garden. Thanks to Lloyd and Martin who operated the 
barbecues and cooked the delicious sausages and 
lamb chops, also all the ladies who prepared the 
tables and salads and to Julie who did the shopping. 
The greeters for the evening were Austin, Dixie and 
Isabella. Beautiful smiling faces handing out the 
leaflets and directing us to the COVID SafeWA sign in 
and hand washing upon entry. 

Now we start Lent prayers and fasting for 40 days. 



 7 Photos: Ann 

We sift in some flour,  
regrets from the past,  
laying to rest what we  
no longer need. 

We take some milk, and 
some honey, like our 
ancestors of old: of the 
Promised Land, the land of 
milk and honey; nourishment 
for the journey ahead. 

We add a touch of salt,  
vital for flavour:  
provocative sharpness of  
God’s truth. 

We take an egg,  
symbol of new life,  
anticipating God  
inspired possibilities. 

We mix these ingredients together to use them up , the things of 
the past, ready to move forward through tomorrow’s Lenten 
beginnings. As we share in this food, may we marvel at the glorious 
creation which, by God’s grace, we are now and yet will become. 

And the people of God say…Amen. 



 8 

 Revd Oliver’s Commissioning | Laurence 

I suspect Mundaring Parish has rarely, if 

ever seen so many clergy, dignitaries, 
neighbouring church reps, family and 
friends and community members, local 
and visiting, that were experienced at the 
evening of Reverend Oliver’s 
commissioning. Apparently, we used every 
available chair we had (close to 100) and 
people were still standing. And what a 
joyous event; special, historic and 
remarkable in so many ways.  

The Commissioning rite served official, 
legal purposes of the Church, but it also 
celebrated, and yes, glorified God’s grace 
and blessing on Oliver and his family for all 
to see. What a joy and privilege for us to 
share with his family the great occasion of 
Reverend Oliver’s commissioning as a fully 
functioning priest in the Anglican Church. 
And not just in the Anglican Church, but 
more importantly, in our church! We got 
ourselves a Priest!  

For Oliver and his family, becoming a 
licenced priest in the Anglican Church 
must be a momentous event, the 
significance of which we can only imagine. 
It is an amazing milestone in the journey 
and path God has set before them. Bishop 
Jeremy led the official Commissioning rite. 
The first question the Bishop asked Revd 
Oliver was, “Do you believe that God has 
called you to be Priest-in-Charge in this 
Parish?” And I thought, how amazing is the 
way God does things. 

Years ago at a time of great turmoil, hardship and uncertainty, Oliver answered God, ‘Here I am Lord, send me”, 
even though it would likely lead to more hardship than he was already experiencing. It says a lot about Oliver’s 
character and faith. That God has brought Oliver and his family through to this point in their journey, says much 
more about God’s faithfulness, grace and ever-present guiding hand on their lives. Oliver’s life story is walking, 
talking praise and glory to God!  

It says something about God’s will and plans for us too that, a ‘little’ church in the Perth hills presents tonight this 
same fellow who emerged from the then-turmoil of South Sudan, as our Priest-in-Charge for commissioning by 
the Bishop. 

You know God’s hand is on something when you see blessing spreading ever wider because of it. Reverend 
Oliver’s family, friends and connection to the South Sudanese community here in Perth bring to our Parish a 
tangible sample of the global reality of God’s church like never before. The Global church is one of the most 
convincing proofs of God’s Glory. Bound together by and in God’s love, the diversity in the church across nations 
and languages is a gift that consistently defies and surpasses every worldly effort at ‘community’.  
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And the little pocket of ‘church’ we 
experienced that evening during the service 
and supper after, was a wonderful fellowship 
of believing brothers and sisters (and great 
food – especially the donuts!). 

We heard a number of guests speaking at the 
commissioning; some about Oliver’s priestly 
responsibilities; some to his amazing journey. 
Oliver’s own message reflected upon Jesus’ 
charge to his disciples; our continual need to 
excel in the practice of loving one another in 
the church.  

“Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another.  By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” (John 13: 34-35) Oliver’s choice of 
hymns throughout the service reinforces the 
fundamental importance he sees in this 
enduring act of love. 

As the wider hills community come to know 
Oliver as Priest-in-Charge of Mundaring Parish, 
his faith and life will speak to them also. It will 
not be that infectious, disarming smile that 
will ultimately encourage people in the 
community to engage with Christ (although 
that clearly helped him get his foot in the door 
here), but rather his total and unconditional 
love for all people that God has gifted him. 

Welcome Reverend Oliver, Priest-in-Charge 
Mundaring Anglican Parish! 

Photos: Martin 



 10 

Saturday 20th February  

After many distractions last year, we were able to 

start kids@church in February. 

The theme was “Who is God”. Eleanor read one of the 
new big books about Creation and the activity was to 
decorate an Owl.  

The children showed their creativity and some 
beautiful feathered owls were able to be put on family 
fridges. 

The children enjoyed the songs with shakers and 
drums. 

A meal of pizza, fruit and ice cream was enjoyed by 
the 14 children present and the adults. A great restart 
for this ministry. 

Saturday 20th 

March  

We welcomed Lorna to the kids@church team—

thank you Lorna. 

It was a very hot Saturday afternoon for the 17 
children and adults who came along. The theme was 
“Who is Jesus”. The story was about Jesus and the 
children. Shakers and drums were enthusiastically 
used to accompany the songs. Jennifer had spent time 
cutting out clothing for the groups of families. The 
children were fully engaged in this activity. 

After a meal of tacos, fruit, cheese & biscuits, a series 
of activities was held outside. Lorna provided many 
activities for children to use. All the children were 
involved and another great evening enjoyed by all. 

 Kids@Church | Jan 

 EFTPOS @ OP SHOP | Martin 

The Op Shop is catching up with the 21st century by using an Eftpos 

machine.  

On Friday 19 March, six Op Shop volunteers met with Andrea from 
Bendigo Bank to learn how to operate the machine and reconcile the 
machine at the end of the morning. By using Eftpos it will reduce the 
time spent counting and handling money. 

On Saturday morning Andrea attended the Op Shop when it opened 
at 9am to ensure everyone was up to speed with the Eftpos machine 
as they used it for the first time. It all went well and some 40% of the takings went through Eftpos. The big 
challenge will be the market day on 27 March. 
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 Lord Major’s Appeal | Muriel M 

The Wooroloo bushfire was a shock and affected us all deeply when we heard that apart from so much other 

damage, eighty-six families had lost their homes. In order to be of some help, it was decided to hold a fund 
raiser. On Friday 5 March our team sprang into action and prepared the Op Shop with our usual stock as well as 
other items which had been put aside for our upcoming Market Day. We were blessed with favourable weather 
and members of our local community who were keen to purchase our goods or make contributions to raise 

funds for the relief of the fire victims. Together with contributions from our Mandura café the mornings efforts 

raised $2232.00. Our parish contributed another $3000.00. We were able to forward $5232.00 to the Lord 

VALE PETER  

Do not let your hearts be 

troubled. Believe in God; believe 

also in me. In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling places. If 

it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 

prepare a place for you. 

John 11:25–6 

VALE JOHN  

I am the resurrection and the life, 

says the Lord; he who believes in 

me, though he die, yet shall he 

live, and whoever lives and 

believes in me shall never die.  

John 11:25–6 

On Tuesday March 2nd at Bowra & Odea’s 

funeral home in Bellevue, members of Peter 
Adrian Barrett’s family, his wife Trish, daughter 
Deanne, son Steve, cousins, friends, colleagues 
and locals congregated to celebrate his life. 

Our Priest-in-charge Revd Oliver Yengi performed 
the service with caring and grace. Peter’s cousin 
gave the Eulogy, Psalm 121 was read and the 
Bible reading was John 14: 1-6.  The music was 
Peter’s favourite, country & western by Willie 
Nelson and Kenny Rogers.   

The funeral concluded with a burial at Swan View 
Cemetery, followed by afternoon tea hosted by 
Trish at her home, all were invited. 

Noelene 

A large crowd of family, friends and locals 

attended the funeral of Dennis John Johnson, 
commonly known as John.  

The Rev Oliver performed the service with grace 
and dignity and it was obvious that Dianne and 
her family appreciated the great farewell John 
received. 

Following the service a wonderful spread awaited 
mourners at the Wooroloo Hall where many 
memories were shared and old friendships 
renewed. 

Kerry 
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