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From the Editors 

So much has happened since our August 

Issue, its difficult to know where to start.  

Firstly, we wish you a happy new year - 
2021 a year of hope, when we and the 
rest of the world wait for the COVID 
vaccine and to regaining some kind of 
normality after 12 months of pandemic.  

Most of our ministries, activities and 
events have reopened, although they are 
being done COVID-differently. Contact 
tracing information for everyone entering 
our buildings and grounds has been 
reintroduced by the Government, with 
heavy fines for non-compliance. Hand 
sanitising and hygiene protocols have and 
will continue in place in the parish. 

In WA we have fared better than most 
and the church has been able to increase 
attendance under the easing of the most 
recent distancing restrictions, although 
not enough to hold one Sunday service.  

The Op Shop development has given us 
the means to hold events outdoors and 
under cover to accommodate a larger 
number of people. This has allowed us to 
hold events that otherwise would have to 
be cancelled, including our parish 
consultation that was the first step in 
looking for a new priest. 

Our biggest news is Revd Oliver being 
confirmed as our Priest-in-Charge which 
is very exciting and ushers in a new era 
for our church and wider communities. 
This will be the last Issue with Revd Oliver 
as Locum Priest. 

We hope you enjoy reading what has 
turned out to be a bumper Issue 18. 

Noelene and Ann 

The Church of the Epiphany Mundaring 
The Church of St Francis Wooroloo 

Parish Centre/Office 11 Mann Street Mundaring 6073 
Tel: 9295 1029 

Email: mundaringparish@westnet.com.au 
www.mundaringanglicanparish.com 

30 22 18 
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Dear Readers and Friends 

A fresh Start! Christmas is gone. It’s a New Year and 
thanks be to God we have been privileged to gather 
together to worship God in WA. As we know 2020 has 
been a year of challenge and we passed through a lot 
of dark moments in our communities because of 
COVID-19. It has forced many countries to lock down, 
loss of lives, anxiety and more fear in the world and 
indeed, has affected all our lives in one way or 
another. But we stood firm in love and were mindful 
of each other in Mundaring because The Lord has 
called us to be the church thus, one body and family 
to care for each other and to share in his Glory and 
Power. So, we pray 2021 is a year of fixing, recovery, 
peace and hope that the threat of COVID-19 will come 
to an end and things will slowly move back to normal. 

It was also a pleasure in 2020 to have the privilege to 
care for the flock of God, to be used by God to 
encourage, to help and stand together against the 
many trials that have affected our lives. We each have 
our own calling and participate in building God’s 
kingdom here in Mundaring. We should do it with 
boldness and carry on with God’s mission in 
Mundaring happily, so that God’s Light and Love 
continues to shine in our actions in this parish. We 
should have willingness, ready minds, and yield to the 
mind of the Spirit in humility and in abiding fellowship 
with Him in his great plan for the world’s redemption.  

 Foreword | Locum Tenens 

Photo: Ann 

I thank God for the glorious transformation He makes 
in us, taking us from fallen humanity into divine life. 
The God of Grace sees us; He knows us; He is 
acquainted with us. He is bending over us so that His 
infinite, glorious, exhausted pleasure may move us. 
What can please him more than to see his sons and 
daughters in Mundaring, sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
clothed and in their right mind (Luke 8:35), listening, 
their eyes and ears awake, coming into the treasury of 
the most High. 

Jesus emphasised this new commandment when he 
left us: “A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another” (John 13:34). If we miss this, we 
miss everything. All the future summits of glory are 
ours in that we have been recreated in a deeper order 
by this commandment to love. When we reach this 
attitude of love, then we make no mistake about 
lowliness. I am grateful that I have witnessed 
kindness, compassion, generosity and Love in our 
parish in many ways, being a welcoming and caring 
community.  

Thank you to our volunteers and the wider community 
in supporting us in various ways and be reminded that 
The Lord has called us to share in his glory and power 
as our faith claims His promises. All are welcome to 
Mundaring Anglican Parish and we look forward to a 
better 2021: Come and See and be Blessed. Amen. 

Revd Oliver Yengi 
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On Sunday 2 August 30 people attended our parish 

consultation, feedback from the meeting was given to 
members of the Nomination Board who had the 
responsibility of selecting a new priest for our parish. 

Parish members of the Board were Noelene, John, 
Martin and Ann who took the feedback into 
consideration while carrying with them the support of 
the parish through the prayer for choosing a new 
priest that Sylvia included in the Pew Sheet each week. 

Bountiful God 

Give to this parish a faithful pastor who will faithfully 
speak your word and minister your sacraments; an 
encourager who will equip your people for ministry 
and enable us to fulfil our calling. Give to those who 
will choose, wisdom, discernment and patience, and 
to us give warm and generous hearts, for Jesus 
Christ’s sake. Amen 

Prayers were answered, and at Sunday services on 20 
January, it was announced that Revd Oliver Yengi had 
accepted an offer of appointment as full time Priest. 
This brought spontaneous applause and cheers from 
the congregations at both the 8am and 10am services. 

 Priest-in-Charge | Ann 

Revd Oliver was welcomed to Mundaring parish as 
Deacon in January 2018, the following year Revd Oliver 
became our Curate and at the beginning of 2020 was 
appointed as Locum Priest. As Locum Revd Oliver 
supported and guided us through not only an 
interregnum but also the COVID pandemic. 

Revd Oliver’s title will be Priest-in-Charge of 
Mundaring parish commencing on 14 February 2021. 
The title may not be familiar with some but it is 
because this is Revd Oliver’s first parish and it is likely 
the title will change to Rector in a year or two. 

Revd Oliver will be commissioned by The Right 
Reverend Jeremy James on Friday 12 February at 
7.00pm. To accommodate what is expected to be a 
large congregation, it will be held in the Op Shop 
Forecourt, or as we are calling it on the invitations to 
community members - The Old Rectory Forecourt. As 
some people will know, the Op Shop was the very first 
parish rectory, built in 1922. 

Please support Revd Oliver by attending this very 
special occasion and afterwards enjoy a light 
supper and fellowship in the parish centre 
garden. 

Photo: Martin 
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 From the Editors 2 

Our last Issue included 

a thank you to front line 
and essential workers 
world-wide for their 
tireless work and 
commitment during the 
pandemic. Since then 
COVID-19 has continued 
to dominate and dictate 
how we live our daily 
lives even in Australia where, despite recent outbreaks, we 
have recorded lower numbers of infections and deaths than 
many other countries. 

The new UK and South African more virulent strains of the 
virus are causing concern around the world. At the time of 
writing this article, another virulent strain has emerged from 
Brazil that has already reached other countries. Front line 
health workers are desperately trying to save lives under 
health systems that are at breaking point with no end in sight, 
exhausted and disheartened but still carrying on and our 
hearts go out to them and to those in their care. 

Thank you feels a bit inadequate in light of the work they are 
doing, but with the pandemic set to continue and in 
many countries cause a greater number of infections 
and deaths, we again on behalf of the Mundaring parish 
family say thank you and pay tribute to doctors, nurses, 
hospital staff and other essential workers worldwide for 
their continued commitment and dedication. 
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The annual St Francis 'Blessing of the Animals' event 

was a happy time and all the animals brought along to 
receive a blessing were on their very best behaviour. 
Revd Oliver moved between the pews to bless each 
animal which worked well and was less disruptive than 
trying to take them up to the altar. When Noelene's 
rooster decided to join in the event with several not 
very musical renditions, this brought a smile to the 
faces of those in attendance. A delicious morning tea 
was served outside and the very pleasant weather 
enjoyed. Many thanks to those from Mundaring who 
joined the Wooroloo congregation for this very special 
event. 

St Francis was looking a bit overgrown until the 
Wooroloo Work Team came along and worked very 
hard to make the grounds look much loved again. A 
start was made on painting the woodwork and this will 
be continued by the team in the future. 

SERVICE TIMES AT ST FRANCIS 

MORNING PRAYER: 2nd Sunday/month 10.00am 

HOLY COMMUNION: 4th Sunday/month 11.00am 

Other special services are held during the year 

Editor's Notes: A big thank you to the Wooroloo 

team. Everything was well organised and a delicious 
morning tea provided. The St Francis Patronal Festival 
is very special and it's a pity more parishioners from 
Mundaring do not attend this wonderful event. 

And a big thank you to Hayley who happily was able to 
step in to play for the service. 

 St Francis animal blessing | Kerry 

Photos: Kerry 
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80th ANNIVERSARY OF THE LAYING OF THE 
FOUNDATION STONE AT ST FRANCIS, WOOROLOO 

DECEMBER 6TH, 2020 

Following the very successful celebration in 2010 of 

the 70th Anniversary of the laying of the Foundation 
Stone at St Francis, it was planned for a similar event 
to be arranged for the 80th Anniversary in 2020.   

With the problems associated with COVID-19, it 
sometimes seemed unlikely that such a celebration 
would be permissible, but fortunately some 
restrictions were eased sufficiently to allow the 
anticipated congregation to be seated, inside and out. 

Fortunately there was a list of those people who 
attended the 70th Anniversary as well as full records of 
weddings, baptisms and funerals so these records 
became the starting point in making up an invitation 
list. In addition, invitations were sent to previous 
rectors. Assistance from Glenda in the Parish Office 
was pivotal to the success of reaching all those listed.  

There were only a very few people available from 
Wooroloo to help on this occasion, so the assistance 
of Sylvia and Julie from Mundaring was much 
appreciated, especially with checking that everyone 
signed the attendance register and received their 
Order of Service, as well as a copy of the 80th 
Anniversary booklet and bookmark, each a permanent 
reminder of the day. Unfortunately Jennifer was 
unable to attend because of medical treatment and 
was missed. 

 St Francis 80th anniversary | Kerry 
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Beth created the anniversary bookmarks to 
accompany the Anniversary booklet, while Dianne was 
responsible for keeping the watering up to date in 
order to have the garden looking its best.  

To assist with this, the Wooroloo Work Team attended 
St Francis just a few days before our event to attend to 
the Church surrounds. Window frames were given a 
touch up and the outdoor slabs realigned and given a 
good clean. It was a joy to see the old church looking 
so very much loved and cared for on the day of this 
special celebration. 

The organ was moved to the rear of the church to give 
those members of the congregation who could not be 
seated inside, the opportunity to hear the music for 
the hymns. This was also assisted by the sound system 
thankfully organised by Revd Oliver. 

Family members were also given specific jobs to help 
bring the day together; Kerry’s husband Ron, son Scott 
and daughter Robyn erected the 3 gazebos and 
daughter, Jennine, became official photographer for 
the day. Granddaughter Carly kindly rang the church 
bell for us – an act which brought back fond memories 
of the many times the late Stephen Davies had been 
our bellringer. 

Under the current restrictions, the usual ‘country 
morning tea’ was not permissible, but there were lots 
of goodies which passed the COVID test and this time 
was enjoyed by those who have special memories of 
times gone by at St Francis – many had been married 
in the Church and seen their offspring baptised there, 
as Ron and I have also seen two granddaughters, Sally 
and Carly, baptised there.  

It was great to catch up with old parishioners during 
this time, especially the Sampson family who lived 
next door for many years and whose children were 
always part of our congregation. 

Of the original group of ladies who formed a Ladies 
Guild back in the early 90’s, only Annette and Dianne 
were able to be with us, but they still deserve thanks 
for their efforts in fund-raising for the necessary 
renovations from all members of St Francis’ 
congregations since that time.  

A total of 82 people signed the attendance book – a 
number which exceeded expectations and reaction 
was very positive from all those spoken to after the 
service.   

Many thanks to Revd Oliver for a memorable service 
and to Jean for her musical accompaniment. 
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were each given a square piece of paper to write 
down the names and returned them to the greeter.  

The service began with the hymn “For all the Saints”. 
The first reading was from Revelation 7: 9 – 17. The 
hymn to welcome the Gospel was the uplifting “Give 
Thanks”, and the reading was from Matthew 5: 1 – 12 
a beautiful reading where Jesus blessed all the poor, 
those who mourn, the meek, the hungry, those who 
are persecuted. The reading ended with ‘Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you’.  

Revd Oliver gave a beautiful heartfelt sermon 
including the retelling of how he lost his father. 
Following the Litany for all the Saints, parishioners 
were invited to go forward to light a candle in loving 
memory of those we loved and lost. The only 
disappointing part of the service was the names of our 
dearly beloved were not read out. This has always 
been part of the All Saints services for many years and 
many of our widowed parishioners were very 
disappointed that this didn’t happen this year. 
Hopefully next year it can be reintroduced.   

The final hymn was “Take My Life”. The All Saints 
Service is always a moving service and this year’s was 
no exception. God Bless all. 

Due to COVID 19 restrictions All Saints Day on the 1st 

November was over two services. It was a wet and 
windy day which seemed oddly enough to fit into the 
theme of the service. The 10am service was filled to 
the allowed phase 4 capacity.  

As each parishioner entered the church, they were 
looking for the list to write down the names of their 
past beloved family members. After enquiring we  

Since mid-2020 Trish has been team leader of the 

group decorating the Church and Op Shop for our 
special services. You will see much of Trish and her 
teams creativity in photos in this Issue of Parish 
Matters. Jean who has for many years been team 
leader was invaluable as mentor during the handover 
and continues to be available for advice and support 
as needed. 

The altar and 
decorations are 
designed to 
compliment the 
beautiful flower 
arrangements 
of Helen and 
her church 
flowers team. 

Photo: Jade 

Photos: Ann 

 All Saints | Noelene 

 Church decorations 
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Dear friends  

As a member of the Ellenbrook “buzzy Fingers” group 
and having recently heard that some of you meet for 
craft work, I thought you might like to hear a bit about 
our group. 

We meet at the Woodlake Community hall here in 
Ellenbrook once a week and over the last 13 years or 
so have grown with around 14 or 15 regulars but with 
up to 20 plus on some occasions.  

We work from 9 ‘till 12 then enjoy lunch at a local 
café. Our main creations are throw rugs and small soft 
toys which are passed on to the Wheel Chairs for Kids 
charity in Wangara who make adjustable wheel chairs 
for children. The wheelchairs along with a rug and a 
toy are packed into sea containers and sent to needy  

children in many places around the world who have 
suffered from war or birth defects. Thousands of 
wheelchairs have been sent over the years all made by 
over 100 volunteers. The charity was started by a 
Catholic Brother in one factory unit but now takes up 
six units. 

The members of our group have become great friends 
over the years and has grown into quite a large care 
group checking on those who are unwell or needing a 
friendly ear. This group has helped us all to feel that 
each of us by our contributions can make a difference 
to many small lives.  

We hope that from this story you can know that the 
work we all do does help. 

Blessings to all 

       Jan Yates 

I have recently written a letter of thanks to Carol at 

the Mundaring Crafty Corner, on behalf of the parish. 
Carol and her friends have been contributing knitted 
beanies and small garments for premature babies and 
young people for some time and donating them to the 
parish.  

These items, together with those knitted by the parish 
friendship group have been distributed to people in 
need. The initial supply was taken to Africa by Revd 
Oliver and Susan.  

Those receiving items included people who had lost 
jobs due to COVID, those receiving cancer treatment, 
young apprentices working away from home in the 
mines and those affected by record wet and cold 
weather. The continuing contributions from Carol and 
her friends helped us to assist a great many people. 

The parish friendship group meets at 11.30am on the 
3rd Monday of each month in the Parish Centre. Being 
able to knit is not essential, you can bring along any 
craft, or just come along for a friendly chat and cuppa. 

 News from a special friend | Jan 

 Parish friendship group | Margaret H 
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1 What goes up and down but does not move?  

2 Where do you find an ocean with no water?  

3 What gets bigger the more you take away?  

4 What can you catch but never throw?  

5 What word becomes shorter when you add two letters to it?  

6 What has hands but can not clap?  

7 What stays where it is when it goes off?  

8 What goes up and doesn’t come back down?  

9 What belongs to you but is used more by others?  

10 I’m full of keys but I can’t open any doors. What am I?  

11 What comes once in a minute, twice in a moment and never in a 

thousand years? 

 

12 Which word in the dictionary is spelled incorrectly?  

13 What is always coming but never arrives?  

14 What has to be broken before you can use it?  

15 I’m tall when I’m young, and I’m short when I’m old. What am I?  

16 What month of the year has 28 days?  

17 What is full of holes but still holds water?  

18 What question can you never answer yes to?  

19 What is always in front of you but can’t be seen?  

20 There’s a one-story house in which everything is yellow. Yellow 

walls, yellow doors, yellow furniture. What colour are the stairs? 

 

21 What can you break, even if you never pick it up or touch it?  

22 What gets wet while drying?  

23 You see a boat filled with people, yet there isn’t a single person on 

board. How is that possible? 

 

24 You walk into a room that contains a match, a kerosene lamp, a 

candle and a fireplace. What would you light first? 

 

25 I have branches but no fruit, trunk or leave. What am I?  

26 What can’t talk but will reply when spoken to?  

 Holiday riddles 
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During COVID-19 the church porch was 

decorated with some poppy banners and poppy 
wreaths on Anzac Eve 24th April 2020. 

As we were not having any church services during 
this time, the church was not able to be 
decorated. 

My husband Peter and I went and put up some 
poppy banners and wreaths on the church door 
and surrounds. 

On remembrance day on 8 November 2020 as we 
were able to have a church service the church was 
decorated with a poppy wreath which was at the 
foot of the Altar and also a posy of poppies was 
placed on the top of the Altar, piano and on the 
window ledges.  

The poppies we used were made by members of 
our Church community in 2018 for our 
commemorations.  

This was done so that we could remember and 
honour our fallen service men and women who 
had given their lives in wars of the past. 

It was my honour and privilege to be able to do 
this for our Church community and also our wider 
Mundaring Community. 

 Remembrance Day | Trish 

Photos: Ann 
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It was doubtful we would be able to hold our 2020 

Community Fair due to COVID restrictions. Thankfully, 
with distancing restrictions eased we were able to go 
ahead as planned on 7 November. 

On behalf of the Fair Organising Group - Noelene, 
Malcolm, Bev, Laurence, John, Michele and me - thank 
you to all who took part in and attended on the day, 
for making it a success. We had >200 people attend, 
many of them children, with the majority from our 
local and wider communities. 

This is our opportunity each year to reach out with the 
gift of friendship and community spirit and to give the 
community a chance to share some joy and get to 
know us as an Anglican Parish family. We thank the 
following for their support: 

Mt Helena Guides 

Mundaring & Hills Historical Society 

Country Women’s Association 

Phoenix Cards 

Chidlow Spinners 

Just Fabulous 

Artisan Bakery 

Mundaring Travelling Museum 

Mundaring in Transition 

Vintage Motor Cycle Club of WA 

Ye Olde Ice Cream van 

Nigel Rogan 

Al Kazam 

AirBorne 

Breast Cancer Network Australia 

BreastScreen WA 

Peri’s foot massage 

Noelene and Margaret’s chicken and duck display 

Susan Yengi First Aid 

Our Op Shop pre-Christmas Market Day 

Our Mundaring Anglican Parish family 

Shire of Mundaring 

Please enjoy the 2020 Community Fair in pictures. 

Photos: Ann 

 Annual Community Fair | Ann 
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Photos: Martin 

Answers to Holiday riddles on page 27. 

In Epiphany Church you will rarely see the top of the Altar 

as it is covered with white Altar cloths beautifully 
laundered by Bev.  

Recently Lloyd came to our aid to repair damage to the top of 
the Altar. Lloyd removed the damage, restored the surface 
and it is now in tip top condition; looking and feeling very 
smooth. Thank you Lloyd for doing such a great job. 

 

Restarting after the school holiday recess 

on Monday 8 February 9.30-11.00am  

at the Parish Centre, 11 Mann Street, Mundaring 

for children up to 4 years of age, accompanied by a 

parent or other adult carer.  

Music and dance, story, morning tea and play time. 

MtM activities can assist children to: 

Improve coordination and language skills 

Increase vocabulary 

Build confidence and social skills 

Develop creativity 
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November 15 2020. A day for the Parish history 

books when the church came together as a single 
congregation for the first time in months (it seemed 
like years) due to COVID-19. And just as a disease kept 
us apart, it was a disease, or many, that also brought 
us together. This was our special community service 
to acknowledge and honour those whose lives are 
affected by cancer, and other life-threatening 
diseases. 

The large number of coloured ribbons that identify 
different types of cancers suggests most of us will 
likely suffer the disease at some stage in our lives. As a 
life threatening disease, a diagnosis of cancer shakes 
you to the very core. All sense of certainty and 
security melts away and we are laid bare and totally 
vulnerable. It is an awful thing. For many sufferers, 
there is a real sense that suddenly, there is nothing 
between us and God; that our lives truly are in His 
hands alone.  

We are fortunate living in a wealthy country that we 
have the benefit of advances in the treatments for 
many cancers and illnesses, but the stigma of cancer 
has an impact all its own, and always leaves us 
uncertain and shaken; it is a reminder that we are 
ultimately dependent on God. 

Our service this day encouraged us to seek God during 
our times of severe upheaval; and when we do we can 

begin to see specific encouragements He provides us 
that are both comforting and revealing, in the way He 
orders our life, and how He wants us to relate to Him. 
Our prayer of the day put it nicely: “...in your wisdom 
you have so ordered our life that we must walk by 
faith and not by sight; give us such trust in your 
fatherly care that in the face of all perplexities we may 
give proof of our faith by the courage of our lives.”  

 Cancer Support Service | Laurence 

Photos: Martin 
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Revd Oliver reminded us in his sermon that Jesus is 
travelling beside us through our sorrow and troubles; 
that ultimately creation will be renewed through 
Christ, including believers. Sickness and pain originate 
from the Evil one, but God is the ultimate healer, and 
we look forward to that promise of regeneration, of 
no more pain, no more sorrow, no more tears.  

Until that time, God provides us now, through Jesus’ 
teachings, and our obedience to Him, a portion of the 
blessings of the Kingdom of God, as we faithfully care 
for one another.  

God, too, has endowed mankind with wisdom and 
intelligence to discover ways to alleviate many of our 
physical ailments through medicine and science.  

The hymns chosen for this special service point to 
God’s universe-sized creative greatness, and His 
intimate concern for us as individuals.  

In these two things, we have overwhelming evidence 
that He has a plan for our lives and that nothing 
happens to us that He is not aware of. Just how He 
shapes the events in our lives for His good purpose 
and ours, is not always clear to us. But He is clearly 
powerful enough and concerned enough to do so.   

In pointing to these attributes of God, the hymn-
writers encourage us to spend time contemplating the 
character of God and His active role in our lives.  

Even the painful things find their place in the face of 
His loving care. 

Our first reading from Romans 8, Paul says that we are 
sojourners in an imperfect world subject to decay and 
suffering because of sin. But in the promises of 
renewal secured through Jesus Christ, he implores us 
to: “...consider that the sufferings of this present time 
are not worth comparing with the Glory about to be 
revealed (at the end of this age)”. 

Photos: Martin 
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Since August 2020 we have been extremely fortunate 

to have the opportunity to have a work team from 
Wooroloo Prison Farm to assist us in improving the 
grounds of the Mundaring church buildings on a 
regular basis. Some of their more recent achievements 
include: 

 Being instrumental in constructing the gabion 
baskets and breaking up rocks to fill them. It has 
been pointed out by both the team themselves and 
others that they do have “a rich history in rock 
breaking!”. 

 Constructing and erecting a safety rail in front of 
the Parish Centre. 

 Filling in unpaved areas in front of the front wall of 
the Op Shop and Parish Centre and down the drive. 

 Filling garden beds in the Parish Garden with soil. 

 Designing and building steps and a safety rail down 
to the garage. 

The great thing about this work is the humour and 
enthusiasm of the team while undertaking the tasks, 
as well as their input into how it could be improved or  

 Wooroloo Work Team | Martin 

Photos: Martin 

added to, to enhance the overall outcome of the jobs 
in hand. 

Maureen, Margaret H and Julie are on hand to provide 
morning tea to the team and have a chat with the 
men.  

We are extremely lucky to have access to the team 
and thank the Department of Corrective Services for 
their foresight in developing this community scheme. 
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Photos : Martin 

Hopefully you should 

have noticed work has 
been carried out in the 
Parish Garden.  

The Wooroloo Work Team 
added mulch and built up 
soil in the garden beds.  

Barry donated bushes and 
planted them around the 
fence line and the back of 
the church. With Barry and 
Vicki’s tender care they 
are growing beautifully. 
Also, some galloping-
creeper has been planted 
near the tree stump and it 
is hoped that it will grow 

       over the stump in time.  

A huge thank you to Barry and Vicki who keep the garden 
immaculate, lawns mowed, and the roses tended too. 

 Parish Centre garden | Noelene 
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Despite the barriers and necessary precautionary 

organisation created by the threat of COVID, the Church 
of the Epiphany rose to the occasion of welcoming the 
Right Reverend Bishop Jeremy James to preside at 
Advent 1 on 29 November. His additional responsibility 
was to preside over the Reception Service to welcome 
John as communicant member of the Anglican church. 

On this occasion, the Mundaring Parish dared to test 
the understanding of COVID requirement and left 
nothing to chance. Bishop Jeremy, although not fully 
open to the organisational capacity of the wonderful 
people in this parish, arrived to the outdoor setting 
under the veranda of our flourishing Op Shop. The altar 
salvaged from Wundowie Church was the centrepiece 
of the service with all the sacramental items in place. 
The Bishop’s Chair was resurrected and, in anticipation 
of John needing to kneel, a cushion was even 
strategically placed. 

Seating arrangements met all restrictive conditions and 
the service conducted by Bishop Jeremy, encompassed 
the full meaning of Advent and of course, provided the 
spiritual backdrop for John’s acceptance of 
communicant membership of this parish. Through 
Bishop Jeremy’s discourse, the message of worshipping 
together (as a family), was a theme during the service. 

John’s involvement in the Mundaring Anglican parish 
was based on his wanting to worship with Michele, his 
wife. Although John comes from a Roman Catholic 
spiritual background, his worship and prayer have 
always been intimately Christian. He now feels an 
integral part of a Parish which demonstrates a vibrancy 
and commitment that meets his spiritual needs. 

Once again, it was warming to see a large 
representation of our parish present on this day and, we 
were blessed with the Bishop Jeremy’s presence in 
bringing a higher order to our worship and reception. 

From John’s personal perspective: Thank you to 
everyone involved in making this occasion as special as 
it was. Sometimes we turn up at events overawed by 
the occasion and take all before us for granted. I know 
how much organisation, labour and attention to detail 
took place during the setting up (and putting away). To 
all involved, please accept my (our) heartfelt thanks and 
appreciation. You epitomise this parish. “May the LORD 
now show you kindness and faithfulness, and I too will 
show you the same favour because you have done this.” 
Samuel  2  2:6 

Photos: Martin 

 Bishop’s Episcopal visit | John 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+2%3A6&version=NLT
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Thank you to our musicians and choir for once again 

in 2020 bringing another dimension to our worship 
through beautiful words and music. As soon as we 
were able, choir rehearsals started up again with 
much enthusiasm to learn new music and be able to 
meet together each week to do what we love doing. 

Thank you to Jade for her playing during services and 
for the choir. Jade has been playing at Epiphany for 5 
years now and makes a huge commitment attending 
every service and playing beautifully for congregation 
and choir. 

Thank you to Hayley who plays at rehearsals each 
week and gets the choir prepared and ready for Jade 
to accompany us at our special services.  

Like at every special service, parishioners met for an 
informal lunch, once again provided and presented 
under the guidelines of COVID safety.  

John 

NOTE FROM NOELENE: Thank you to everyone who 
assisted me with the 5th Sunday lunch, from 
purchasing, serving and cooking food to a quick turn 
around from a church to a restaurant setting. Quite 
different to normal with COVID but it was great to see 
our parish being able to socialise in fellowship again. 

Hayley has agreed to play for rehearsals again in 2021 
which is great news for us. Also thank you to Hayley 
for playing at Wooroloo and at other occasions. 

Thank you to Hannah and Ben for playing piano and 
guitar at Sunday services. Hannah now not only plays 
piano but also organ and Ben’s guitar playing during 
Communion is especially beautiful. 

There will be more choir singing in 2021 as Revd Oliver 
has asked us to start off services each week. This will 
commence in February after 2021 
rehearsals resume. Being in a church 
choir is enjoyable and rewarding so if 
you have been thinking you might like 
to be involved please contact me or a 
choir member. 

 Music & singing | Ann 
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James A Hamish writes this in 

the introduction to his study 
“When God Comes Down” - 
“Advent is the season in which we 
watch, wait, and prepare to bear 
witness to the coming of the true 
light of God’s presence in Jesus 
Christ. Through worship Scripture 
and prayer, we train our eyes to 
see what the world never sees so 

that in the hubbub of the holidays, we are prepared to 
celebrate a ‘holy day’ – the day when God came down 
among us in human flesh.” 

To open and train our eyes Hamish encouraged us to 
think more deeply in terms of the biblical, theological 
and spiritual meaning of the Nativity and to apply it to 
our own life experiences. He does this by looking at 
the stories of the primary biblical characters in the 
birth stories through whose lives the miracle of 
incarnation happed: Zechariah, Elizabeth, Joseph, 
Mary and Jesus. We even used the character of the 
traditional innkeeper, the only one not mentioned in 
the Bible. Each week there would be scripture reading, 
a commentary, questions for reflection, prayer and to 
take away there was also the Focus of the Week.   

 Advent study | Revd Jean 

 Advent calendars | Peri 

Jaki and I came up with the idea of an Advent 

Calendar because parishioners were getting a bit tired 
of doing the Advent Wreaths, (a big issue was also 
that the shop that previously sold us the candles had 
closed down). 

We thought that making kits of do-it-yourself boxes, 
cards, stickers and pencils, (for decorations) were 
good, and COVID-Safe, alternative to an activity  

The number of people taking part in the study 
averaged 8 people at the Parish Centre, and 3 people 
who did the study at home. This was a study which 
was easy to read and understand but lead us all into 
extraordinary places. 

The next study will be our Lenten Study which will 
begin next month with the book by Rowan Williams, 
“Meeting God in Paul”.  There was only one session for 
the Advent Study, but for the Lenten Study to allow 
those people who are working to attend, there will be 
a study on the Wednesday evening.  

AN ADVENT PRAYER 

Jesus, you are light even in 

the darkest places. Help us to 

trust in you when we are lost 

or lonely. Shine hope into our 

hearts we pray.  Amen 

normally done in the Parish Centre.  

The bags were made up to contain all the items and 
were given out at church just before Advent.  

They were well received by the church family. Some 
were given bags for friends etc., which was good 
outreach.  

Generally, we had good feedback but some 
parishioners said they missed the Advent wreaths.  
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I am always called Kerry. My birthplace was Kalgoorlie 

WA where my parents had met and Dad was working 
prior to joining up for military service with the 
outbreak of WW2, when I was just 4 months old. My 
mother brought me to Perth where we lived at South 
Perth until Dad returned home in 1945, then we 
settled into a new home in South Como. 

From 1956 I was employed by the Bank of NSW; the 
last few years as Secretary to the Public Relations 
Manager, utilising my Commercial Junior qualifications 
from Girdlestone High School.  

Once married and with four young children, I only did 
volunteer work with the Morley school and Church 
before returning to paid employment when our 
youngest child was 12 and retiring at 56. 

My early church activities took place at the local 
Baptist Church close to our home – they had an active 
Sunday School and encouraged my love of singing. 
Once I had left school I was permitted to take public 
transport to St Peter’s Church in Victoria Park where I 
joined their choir and youth club. It was at one of the 
youth club socials that I met my future husband Ron 
and we were married at St Peters by the Revd Ralph 
Thomas in 1961. 

We spent our first years in the Morley/Dianella area 
before moving to the hills in 1988. Ron and I have now 
been married for nearly 60 years and have four 
children, three daughters and one son and six 
grandchildren, five girls and one boy.  

We are both keen gardeners and very much enjoy this 
activity. I have been a member of the Hills Choir since 
1995 and joined the Happy Wanderers Walking Group 
in 1997. 

Ron is a dedicated tractor man and we have travelled 
around Australia and across the USA and New Zealand 
with the Chamberlain 9G Tractor Club, as well as two 
round Australia tractor treks in 2007 and 2017, raising 
funds for Breast and Prostate Cancer groups. 

When we moved to Glen Forrest in 1988, I became a 
member of St Andrew’s Church and served as a 
representative on their Vestry Committee before 
moving to Wundowie and joining the St Francis 
congregation at Wooroloo, serving at different times 
as Parish Councillor and Warden representing that 
Church on the Mundaring Vestry. Now living in 
Mahogany Creek, this year I have joined the Parish 
Council as a Synod Representative and Social 
Ministries Group Leader. 

 Our people in focus | Kerry 

The Editors 

share with 
you this 
delightful 
image sent 
to us by a 
dear friend, 
titled  
’God’s Love’. 

 Wundowie primary school |  
         Jan & Julie 

On contacting the administration staff at the school 

last year, we were assured that the class supplies we 
provide greatly help the teachers. We have also been 
told that by supplying all the children with their 
requirements helped equality in the school.  Also, 
some of the more special and sparkly items can be put 
aside and used as 
prizes for good 
work in the 
classroom. The 
supplies will be 
given to the school 
before the start of 
the new school 
year.  
Thank you for your 
support. 
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During the closedown 

we unfortunately had to 
cancel our usual Market 
Days but our November 
Market Day held on the 
day of our Community 
Fair was a great success 
with a wonderful feeling 
of friendship and 
cooperation between 
customers and our hard 
working volunteers and 
also to be blessed with 
glorious weather. Relief 
to be in the company of 
others and anticipation 
of what the day would 
bring was evident on the 
faces of volunteers and 
customers alike. Hard 

work on behalf of our wonderful team of volunteers proved extremely worthwhile.  

Everyone admired our wonderful new Mundaring Anglican Op Shop signs, newly collected from the sign makers 
and erected. Thank you Martin and Ann.  

The Op Shop side of things was kept very busy as were the specialty stalls. Our gardening stall overflowed with 
quirky potted plants, garden ornaments, gardening books all attractively displayed and did a roaring trade while 
the vast number of items on the Christmas stall attracted many eager customers. Meanwhile we were able to 
provide a large variety of new and interesting merchandise so that many a Christmas present was purchased 
along with other items of interest. The success of the day could be summed up not only in the fact that our 
taking for the church exceeded those of any previous Market Day but in the wonderful feeling of happiness and 
the community spirit of fellowship. 

 Op Shop | Muriel M 

As with many other places of business, our Op Shop 

was devastated to be closed down due to COVID-19. 
Thankfully, Martin had an idea and all was not lost! On 
the day of closure, our team of volunteers sprang into 
action and undertook the task of clearing the large 
room which we use as part shop and part workroom. 
Then in came Phil who spent the next few weeks 
busily using his paintbrushes. Once the painting was 
completed, a team of volunteers installed white 
shelving which had been previously donated to us. All 
stock was then returned and our work stations re-
established. When all was completed and we were 
able to reopen there were many delighted comments 
on how bright and light the room had become. 

We continue to be aware of our social responsibilities  

by limiting the number of people in each room and 
using disinfectant spray at the end of each morning 
and having the resources for customers to sign in and 
use hand sanitiser. Our thanks go to all those cheerful 
customers who comply with our efforts to keep 
everyone safe and healthy while enjoying browsing 
around and picking up bargains. 

The enthusiasm of our customers is also show in the 
amount of donations we receive. At times there are so 
many bags and boxes in our storage area we have to 
ask the community not to leave donations until we 
have cleared the area. Once again we give our thanks 
to those who comply to this necessary request. 

We are blessed that such cooperation allows us to 
continue our outreach serving our local community. 
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Thank you to everyone who purchased a 2021 calendar. 

Mundaring history proved very popular and we will be talking to 
Mundaring & Hills Historical Society Inc about using photos from 
their Collection again in the future, possibly for 2023.  

Our calendar is an outreach, not a fund raising ministry and at $10 
each, sales offset some of the production costs. We are happy to 
advise that this year the parish will absorb the production costs of 
the 2022 calendar and donate the proceeds from sales to a 
children’s charity - to be decided. This is an exciting way we can 
further support children in our community.  

After this, we moved to the sanctuary and lit our own 
candles in remembrance, love, hope and support. 

We remembered that Jesus said ‘Come to me, all you 
that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.’  
(Matthew, Chapter 11, verses 28 to 30) 

As people left the service they 
lingered a long time in each 
other’s company outside the 
church and everyone said how 
they felt a huge weight had 
been lifted off them. Thank 
you Revd Oliver. 

Our 2020 Christmas season reflection on the evening 

of Saturday 5 December was a gentle and uplifting 
service for people who find the Christmas season a 
difficult time, or who need to be in a calm and peaceful 
space to hear the Christian Christmas story. The 
wonderful thing about this service is that it is also for 
people who want to be there to support others who 
are facing challenges in their lives.  

There were not a lot of people present but we sang 
some favourites - Breathe on me breath of God, Hark 
the Herald Angels and Silent Night and listened to 
readings from Isaiah and Matthew. We also said 
prayers as Revd Oliver lit the first of three candles to 
remember those people whom we have loved and lost. 
The second candle to redeem the pain of loss; and the 
third candle as a sign of hope.  

 Christmas season reflection | Ann 

Photo: Ann 
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Our Carols by Candlelight on Sunday 13 December 

2020 started with a procession of the Cross and 
Paschal Candle carried by Ben and Hannah to the front 
of the Church to O Come O Come Emmanuel by Jade 
and the choir, including Dixie. The Paschal Candle was 
added to the already wonderful display of Candlelight 
on the Altar. 

Revd Oliver gave his Welcome and a talk based on the 
stories foretelling the coming of the Saviour, Angel 
appearing to Mary, Jesus’ birth, shepherds going to 
the manger and wise men led by the star. These were 
read by Martin, Beth, Ben, Hannah and Laurence. 

It was a moving and joyous occasion with everyone 
singing all the favourite carols - O Come All Ye Faithful, 
Once in Royal David’s City, O Little Town of 
Bethlehem, While Shepherds Watched, Away in a 
Manger, Hark the Herald Angels, Silent Night and Joy 
to the World. The choir sang a new tune, Noel, All My 
Heart this Night Rejoices, Born in the Night (solo) and 
O Holy Night. Revd Oliver said a special Christmas 
prayer and gave a Christmas Blessing and the choir 
closed the Carols evening with Angels from the Realms 

 Carols by Candlelight | Ann 

Photos: Martin 



 29 

After the Carols, the congregation walked down to the 
Parish Centre to enjoy a beautiful supper prepared by 
Margaret H and her team. It was very clear that our 
parish family were extremely happy to have the 
opportunity of social fellowship again after a year of 
close downs and restrictions. 

Photos: Martin 
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On an extremely hot Christmas Eve it was wonderful 

to see the children in the church once again. We had 
been gifted some beautiful “big” books from the Op 
Shop, so thanks to Ann we were able to create a story 
around the text of that lovely book with illustrations. 

 Children’s Christmas celebration | Jan 

Photos: Ann 

Who is this 

paying his 

respects to 

the Holy 

Family? 
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There was a great turn out of twenty children with 
their parents and grandparents. They all enjoyed the 
story and singing of the Carols. Thank you to the choir 
members who were leading the singing and Jade for 
accompanying them. 

Children and adults alike, enjoyed decorating stars to 
take home and hang on their Christmas trees. 

We also had a special visitor, Father Christmas 
brought the special gift of the baby Jesus and Revd 
Oliver laid him in the manger. 

Rev’d Oliver talked about the special part of Christmas 
that involves the importance of giving and gifting in 
the Christian church. Also about St Nicholas, a priest 
who helped the poor and underprivileged, whose 
good works continue today through Santa. We all 
exited the church to the rousing words of the 
Australian version of the Twelve Days of Christmas. 

Photos: Ann 

 
  

kids@church is restarting 

Saturday 20 February 
2021 @ 5.00pm 

All are welcome 
The theme is: Who is God? 

    Followed by supper  
    in the Parish Centre 

KIDS@CHURCH 
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After so many difficult months what a blessing that 

we were able to join together on Christmas Eve to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

On entering the church, we were able to appreciate 
the elegant way in which it had been decorated.  
Simply beautiful! The simple representation of the 
stable with the Holy Family and the animals were 
highlighted with all the candles on the altar, 
symbolizing Jesus as the light of the world and the 
sparkling Christmas tree and lights at the rear of the 
chancel reflected the joy felt by everyone. 

 Midnight Mass | Muriel M 

Photo: Ann 

There was a great feeling of celebration and joy as we 
began our worship by singing a well known and 
beloved carol “O come all ye faithful”. Through more 
of our favourite carols and bible readings we followed 
the story of God’s gift of His son and the worship of 
men and angels at His birth. Rev’d Oliver’s words of 
comfort and hope with his reminder that we are all 
members of God’s family lifted the spirts of us all. 
After singing our final carol which appropriately was 
“Joy to the world” we left with lighter hearts 
strengthened in the knowledge that despite the 
happenings of the past year, God is with us. 

 “This is earth in its poverty and its  
pain. If God hasn’t given up on this place,  
then as a Christian, I can’t give up.”  

Revd Tim Costello, former Chief Advocate,  
World Vision Australia 

 World Vision | Muriel M 

Sadly, because of the coronavirus pandemic we have 

received no news of the progress of our two 
sponsored girls in India.   

Happily, I have been able to forward to them their 
birthday and Christmas cards so they will know that 
we are thinking of them and praying that they are safe 
and well. The treasurer has still been sending the 
sponsorship.   

Perhaps we will have news of them soon this year. 
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This year’s Christmas lunch which has been organised 

by Eleanor for many years was again on but there 
were some changes due to COVID-19 virus. Social 
distancing was observed by arranging spaces between 
seating and the number allowed to attend. Only two 
people were allowed in the kitchen at once. The food 
served was not to be prepared at the parishioner’s 
homes. Everyone attending adhered to that request. 
The tables were decorated and a Christmas tree was 
erected. Ann again at late notice designed the 
Placemats and Christmas crackers were on the tables. 
There was no problem with the number of attendees, 
there were sixteen which was within the allowed limit. 
Two lovely ladies called Ally and Sandra, who are 
friends of Peri took over the kitchen duties. Amazing 
what can be found at the shops when home cooking is 
not allowed. I myself cooked hard boiled eggs left 
them in the shells and mini yogurts in paper cups, (The 
editor recommends them they were delicious). The 
traditional Plum Pudding and custard and Pavlova was 
provided for dessert. 

My son Michael and two granddaughters Grace and 
Sarah, who came last year, also attended this year, 
which made it a real family occasion. They enjoyed the 
laughter and conversation with our parish family. 
Eleanor was at their Move to Music sessions fifteen 
years ago and Noelene reconnected with them after 
meeting them last year. They are hoping to come 
again next year. 

 Christmas Day lunch | Margaret H 

Towards the end of 2020 there were more people 

than usual requiring assistance from the Parish Pantry.  
Julie and Jan prepared the Christmas Hampers the 
week before and invited the people to collect them. 

The Hampers were a great success, providing each 
family with two bags of groceries, a bag of special 
Christmas goods and some toilet goods. We were able 
to do this because of the immense generosity of the 
Parish family, and some of the café regulars. The Mt. 
Helena Girl Guides donated their Halloween money 
and last year the Mundaring Shire had a box in their 
offices for collecting donations. The result was a huge 
amount of donations for the Hampers. Some of the 
surplus was taken by Revd Oliver to the Church of 
Ascension in Midland who have a large number of 
homeless people relying upon them. 

In the new year, more people are requiring assistance 
so we still need donations. Thank you everyone for 
your generous support. 

The opening prayer was said by Eleanor, who lit a 
candle in remembrance to absent friends. The love of 
God and fellowship was with us all. 

 Pantry & hampers 
       Jan & Julie 
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After suffering from the heat over 

Christmas, the weather was very 
pleasant for our Festival of the 
Epiphany on the 3rd January.   

The festival of lights service began 
at 6pm and the altar was ablaze 
with lights from candles, with the 
nativity family display in the altar, 
the three wise men were now 
present.   

The church was full with happy 
parishioners as this was the first 
service where we could all be 
altogether.  

The first hymn was missed but no one seemed to care. 
To welcome the Gospel, we sang “We Three Kings of 
Orient Are”, which tied in with the Gospel reading of 
the wise men being guided by the bright star to the 
Christ Child in the manger. The second hymn was 
“Angels from the realms of glory”. During the 
partaking of the communion the choir sang “What a 
Beautiful Name”. The post communion hymn was 
“Here I am to Worship”.  

Following notices and the post communion prayer the 
final hymn “Joy to the World” was sung with such 
gusto and happiness from all the parishioners. 

After the service we made our way down 
to the parish centre garden for light 
refreshments, which was a tradition 
Australian Sausage Sizzle, wine and cool 
drinks followed by delicious cheese cakes 
for dessert. 

 Epiphany Festival of Light | Noelene 

Photos: Martin 
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Our answers to Holiday Riddles on page 9 

1 stairs,  2 on a map,  3 a hole,  4 a cold,  5 short,  6 a clock,   
7 an alarm clock,  8 your age,  9 your name,  10 a piano,   
11 the letter M,  12 incorrectly,  13 tomorrow,  14 an egg,   
15 a candle,  16 all of them,  17 a sponge,  18 are you asleep yet?  
19 the future,  20 no stairs (one story house),  21 a promise,   
22 a towel,  23 all the people on the boat are married,   
24 the match,  25 a bank,  26 an echo. 

Photos: Martin 

There are some special services and celebrations coming 

up over the next two months so please put them in your 
diary. 

 

Friday 12 February @ 7.00pm Revd Oliver’s Commissioning 
service 

Sunday 14 February Revd Oliver returns and our two 
services resume - 8.00am and 10.00am 

Tuesday 16 February @ 6.00pm Shrove Tuesday liturgy and 
dinner 

Wednesday 17 February @ 6.00pm Ash Wednesday service 

Saturday 20 February @ 5.00pm Kids@Church re-starts 

Sunday 28 March one service @ 10.00am Palm Sunday 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 29-31 March @ 6.00pm 
Holy Week Meditations 
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