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From the Editors 
So much has happened in our own  

individual worlds, our communities and 
beyond in the last several months that it 
is difficult to take it all in.  

We are told COVID-19 will be with us for 
some time yet and we pray for our fellow 
Australians in Melbourne and Sydney 
who have had an alarming resurgence in 
cases and in deaths.  

We have all had our own ways of  
spending time during the lockdown - the 
isolation and doing normal everyday 
tasks in different ways. It is with much  
joy that we have been able to start to  
reconnect with our church family again at 
Sunday and Thursday services. 

As we said in the last Issue, please be 
supportive of each other, be careful and 
be kind. Stay safe and stay well and we 
hope you find Issue 17 a good read. 

Noelene and Ann 
 
If you have any queries or concerns about 
parish Covid-19 restrictions, practices or 
Safety Plans please contact any of the 
following: 

Revd Oliver 0422 289 771 

Ann   0403 020 531 

Sylvia  0400 466 022 

Noelene  0407 951 043 

Martin  0409 373 941 

Julie   0401 021 260 
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FOREWORD - Revd Oliver 

Dear my beloved community 

Troubling times in our lives raise questions such 
as; Why are we in this situation? Will we get out? 
How? What is God’s place in this? Does He really 
care! Throughout the bible, people faced 
community fear, anxiety and doubt - they 
besieged heaven and found the God who answers 
in crisis. 

Natural disasters such as hurricanes, earthquakes, 
floods, fire, tornados, even Pandemics such as this 
coronavirus, often strikes without warning. The 
shock, fear, and sense of outrage can be 
overwhelming, leaving us feeling completely 
helpless in the midst of devastation and loss.  

So, in times of uncertainty, it can be easy for us to 
feel overwhelmed. The news, social media, and 
people around us can make us feel anxious or 
worried when impacting events happen, when it 
doesn’t seem like we have any control over things.  

Fear seems to be the prevalent emotion today, 
more especially now with the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
Fear is real and sometimes can dilute our trust in 
God and his plan for us to have abundant life full 
of hope. We can still find a place of comfort, hope 
and peace in God’s word. Also, be assured that 
God is with us loving and caring for us, “always 
ready to help in times of trouble” (Psalm 46.1).  

Our spiritual journey sometimes can be like a 
roller coaster with far ups and far downs, where 
sometimes we experience more anxiety than 
peace, more fear than faith and more failures than 
success but through all these our God knows and 
is travelling alongside with us.  

Jesus loves people, all people, but sometimes it 
seems that the people who need love the most 
are often the ones most rejected in the 
community, even sometimes by the church.  

The truth is that Jesus loves the broken-hearted 
and us all. Let us in Mundaring continue to extend 
our love to all our neighbours near and far 
through our acts of love and generosity. 

As we have seen around the globe in recent 
months, one microscopic virus spread to infect 
millions of people which led to the spread of fear, 
hopelessness and panic.  

We still need to entrust our hope in God believing 
that this COVID-19 will come to an end one day. 
We need to trust in God who is able to make all 
things possible through his wonderful works in the 
hands of the Front-line workers, Research doctors 
and scientists with the hope that one day there will 
be a vaccine or cure to this Coronavirus.  

Therefore, although “we stumble, we shall not fall 
headlong: for the Lord holds us by the 
hand” (Psalm 37.24). 

During the lockdown and my time in Mundaring, 
experience tells that we all stood firm together in 
supporting each other in one way or the other and 
were bonded together with visible love during the 
period. To achieve all these as a community we 
depend upon the contribution from us all to 
accomplish our community outreach ministry 
which played a big role during the lockdown and 
served as the best way to link and keep us 
together as God’s family - one body.   

I wish to acknowledge the contributions and 
faithful dedication of all who contribute to the 
Mundaring Anglican parish community. Let us 
work for the good of all, and for God’s light to 
continue shining in our parish as one family of 
faith. 

May our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, 
comfort our hearts and establish them in every 
good work and word. Amen  
 

Revd Oliver  

Epiphany church behind the old 
Sunday School building 1958 
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On Sunday 2 August the Op Shop undercover 

area hosted our postponed parish consultation - 
the first step in looking for a new parish Rector. 

Thirty people attended as Bishop Jeremy led us 
through a series of questions to get feedback from 
parishioners about parish ministry now and into 
the future. Archdeacon Tony Drayton, who 
accompanied the Bishop, assisted and took notes.  
There was no shortage of thoughts and ideas from 
the group, as Bishop Jeremy filled both sides of a 
fair sized whiteboard.  

Notes from the meeting will be typed up and 
provided to members of the Nomination Board. 
Parish nominators are Noelene Teague, John 
Nowicki, Martin Revell and Ann Revell. Bishop 
Jeremy and Archdeacon Tony are two of the four 
Diocesan clergy members of the Board. 

The Board can now commence its task of choosing 
a new Rector. There is no way of knowing how 
long this process will take so please continue to say 
the prayer for choosing a new Rector for our 
parish. 

CHOOSING A NEW RECTOR - Ann 

Bountiful God 

Give to this parish a faithful pastor 
who will faithfully speak your word 

and minister your sacraments;  

an encourager who will equip your 

people for ministry and enable us to 
fulfil our calling. 

Give to those who will choose,  

wisdom, discernment and patience, 
and to us give warm and generous 
hearts, for Jesus Christ’s sake. 

Amen 

Until the end of December we are blessed to have 
Revd Oliver with us as Locum. After this we may be 
assigned a new Locum or will need to rely on 
weekly Supply Priests to take our Sunday services. 
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Mandura - Meeting Place 

Our Tuesday and Friday morning cup of tea and freshly 

made raisin toast at the Parish Centre where people meet, 
chat, exchange ideas and bargains they have purchased 
from the Op Shop and other places, and make friends - has 
a new name.   

The Noongar people call such a meeting place a Mandura. It 
seemed fitting that as we are in Noongar country we adopt 
this as our new name. (The town of Mandurah derived its 
name from this activity.)  

We are excited to welcome everyone to Mandura between 
9am-12pm but due to current Covid-19 restrictions we are 
limited to 20 people at one time, plus our volunteer staff.  

It is mandatory for people to use hand sanitiser as they 
enter the Parish Centre and you will notice tables and chairs 
are regularly wiped down. We want to keep Mandura 
friendly, welcoming - and safe. Thank you for cooperating.  

Parish Annual Meeting Covid style - Margaret H 

Following the 10am Sunday service on 19 July 

2020, 39 parishioners attended the Annual 
Meeting which commenced at 11.30am sharp.  

Rain had ceased, sun shining and the cooled air 
saw us all shivering seated in the new undercover 
of the Op Shop outside verandah.  

As usual our Parish Management Committee and 
Wardens, Treasurer and minister Revd Oliver had 
done a magnificent job to accommodate everyone 
to seat in the required space and this is for the 
safety of all attendees. 

Thanks to Jenny who also brought out clean rugs 
for those of us who had been isolating at home by 
our fires and not quite acclimatised to the 
weather. 

The meeting which was overdue this year because 
of the coronavirus pandemic progressed without 
any problems. The reports had been timely 
handed out well before the meeting and read. 
There was very little to discuss.  

Attendees were very impressed with the work 
carried out during the church lockdown and the 
way Martin presented his Treasurer ‘s and 
Financial Report.  

 

All reports were well written and at the end well 
deserved thanks were delivered to various people. 

Following the meeting, lunch of a variety of foods, 
giant size finger sandwiches, quiche, homemade 
sausage rolls and hot tea and coffee were served. 
The food was catered by the small café next to the 
post office in the Mundaring Shopping Centre. The 
café changed hands last year and is now called 
‘The Lazy Corner’. The Lazy Corner makes beautiful 
chai latte which I can recommended.  

The meeting closed at 12.05pm with a prayer by 
Rev’d Oliver. 

 

EDITORS NOTE: 

Due to the COVID-19 distancing restrictions we 
were unable to hold our 2020 Annual Meeting in 
any of our church buildings. It was a little chilly in 
the outside undercover area of the Op Shop but 
the area can hold a lot more people. This enabled 
us to hold the Meeting now rather than wait until 
later in the year. As Margaret said, we enjoyed a 
hot drink provided by Julie and her team and a 
delicious selection of food from our local Lazy 
Corner café to warm us up from the inside.  

Thank you to all who attended and contributed at 
the Meeting. 
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EASTER 2020 
by Margaret O’Mahony 

Easter morn and no bells ringing, 

Easter morn and no voices singing. 

Few people gather in the street, 

Not many left to meet and greet. 

The parks are silent, no children play. 

Cars are absent, no reason to stay. 

Only bird song can be heard, 

How strange to hear no human word. 

Easter is special for the devout, 

But churches are closed – no one about. 

What is the reason we might ask, 

To cause such change to our normal tasks. 

A virus escaped from a foreign source, 

Invading the world has been its course. 

Thousands have died and often alone, 

From this silent killer, as yet unknown.  

To try to contain this terrible plight, 

Lockdown is the only way to fight. 

Keeping distance from family and friends, 

Staying at home until it all ends. 

Shops, restaurants and travelling too. 

Schools and recreation are all taboo. 

Most places of work are silent and bare, 

Leaving workers their personal despair. 

There’s a feeling that life has become surreal. 

It is worse than a war many might feel. 

But the enemy was known in those troubled  

    years, 

This silent invader just suddenly appears. 

COMPLETION OF OUR LENTEN STUDY 

FORGIVENESS by MARJORIE J. THOMPSON 

Unfortunately we were unable to finish our Lenten study on Forgiveness due to the lock down for Covid-19. I 

have spoken with Revd Oliver and we will complete the study in the weeks after the end of July. In the first week 
we will gather for an overview of the chapters that we have already completed and then we can move on to the 
new chapters. After this we can begin another study into the meaning of Pentecost, which will then take us 
through to the Advent study in November/December. My, that made the year go fast, from Lent to Advent in the 
blink of an eye. I will put the dates in the pew sheet when they are fixed. Thank you for your patience. 

LENTEN STUDY - Revd Jean 

It lingers on a hand shake or simple hugs, 

A small sneeze releases a thousand bugs. 

Wash your hands often is one small way 

In helping to keep the virus at bay.  

So many have gone, leaving families to grieve. 

Funerals are hurried, with few at the grave. 

No country is spared this devastation, 

People are urged to stay strong as a nation. 

We cannot predict how long it will last, 

Or what the outcome will eventually cost. 

Human resilience must shine through it all, 

To dwell on the future and stand tall. 
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In the week that Hitler decided to bomb London, I 

was born in a town called Twickenham only 20 
miles from the action. So my first night on this 
earth was in a shelter with three other families. I 
was the third in a family of four girls, known locally 
as the Partridge girls. 

When I was 5 I started school at St Mary’s Primary 
School, a “parish” school which consisted of four 
rooms clustered around a large hall, where we 
gathered for assembly and ate our school dinners. 
(How people could spoil good food in the way 
those cooks did, is beyond me.) Our playground 
was all asphalt, if you happened to fall over knees, 
hands and elbows were bound to be skinned. The 
highlight of the year was sports day when we  
travelled to the now famous Rugby ground at 
Twickenham.  

At 13 I managed to pass an exam to be able to go 
to Technical college in Hampton, where we were 
taught shorthand and typing and that of course 
stood me in good stead for my first job at 17 in a 
Shipping Agents at Regents Park London, and later 
in life in the Parish Office. And there I stayed until 
my marriage to Doug Routley when I turned 21. 

We settled in Ashford Middlesex where we had  
three little girls, but after some time of debating 
decided to come to Australia in 1967.  

Having passed all the medicals at Australia House 
we embarked on our great adventure to 
Melbourne and after some negotiation landed up 
in Perth.  

It took me some time to get over my homesickness 
but we were here to stay and we added to our 
family by having a son. 

I know that God has journeyed with me every step 
of my life, I have been aware of his unconditional 
love on many, many occasions. I started coming to 
our church about 25 years ago at a particularly low 
period in my life, the death of our grandson  
Connor, born too soon.  

I cannot say the welcome I received at that time 
was particularly warm, but Father Doug Davies 
began to help me overcome my grief. 

Our church has changed so much during the years I 
have been part of this wonderful family, it is so 
great to hear that people now come to our church 
because of the warm welcome that is extended to 
all and sundry.  

I have been involved in many ministries during my 
time in Mundaring from op shop, café, film nights, 
reader and with the support and love of my church 
family it has been my great joy and privilege to 
serve as Deacon and Priest. 

how we would comply with strict Government 
distancing and hygiene requirements.  

At that stage, we also had to take names and 
contact details of everyone who entered the 
churches, for contact tracing. 

When Phase 4 was brought in, taking names was  
recommended by the Government and Diocese 
but was no longer mandatory. The parish assessed 
the risk was low and decided not to continue 
taking names. This decision meant we had a 
greater responsibility to ensure strict distancing 
and hygiene regimes were maintained. 

Despite the restrictions it is a wonderful step in 
the right direction to being able to worship in the 
church again and hopefully we can return to 
having our Sunday and Thursday morning tea 
together in the not too distant future. 

THE RETURN OF CHURCH SERVICES 

OUR PEOPLE IN FOCUS - Jean R 

Thanks to Government Phase 3 lifting of 

restrictions, we were able to hold our first services 
in the parish since the closures, to celebrate 
Pentecost.  

Due to number and distancing restrictions Revd 
Oliver has been conducting two services each  
Sunday in Mundaring so that as many people as 
possible can attend worship and our church family 
can reconnect.  

Revd Oliver was also able to conduct monthly 
services at Wooroloo again on the 4th Sunday of 
the month and morning prayer has also 
recommenced on the 1st Sunday of the month. 

The Diocese cautioned against reopening too soon 
due to the risks and before we could reopen, the 
parish had to prepare Covid Safety Plans detailing  
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BUILDINGS NEWS - Noelene 

During the COVID-19 lockdown, although all 

church services were suspended there was still a 
lot happening around the parish. A new storage 
shed was purchased and installed at the western 
side of the parish centre. The fencing was removed 
and replaced and paving was laid around the new 
shed. A power point and fluorescent light has been 
installed.  

John from the Op Shop volunteer group 
manufactured and installed new ramps into the 
parish centre at the main entrance and the side 
entrance. You will note that it has been a very 
professional job.  

The long-awaited safety barrier rail was erected on 
the left side of the driveway into the parish centre. 
The driveway was widened in preparation for 
Gabion Basket retaining wall in front of the parish 
centre. Thanks go to Michele’s son-in-law, who 
donated his time, energy and bobcat for the 
widening.  

The internal and external chairs at the parish 
centre were cleaned by Lynne Watts. The external 
chairs have now been stacked in the new shed.  

As you would have seen the picket fence in front 
of the op shop has been painted. The rest of the 
fence will be painted once our volunteer Peter has 
recovered from his health issues. The volunteers at 
the op shop were very busy during the break, they 
came in and clean out the rooms, the main room 
was painted and unsafe paving was replaced.  

A big thank you must go to Martin who carried out 
some of the work and organised all the other 
work. 

Photos: Martin 
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My name is Jennifer, sometimes called Jenny. 

Born in England, in my Grandmother‘s home in a 
village (Kersley) near Coventry in Warwickshire. 
One of twins born 11.01.1946 two months early. 
Eldest of six, 2 brothers 3 sisters. Once Dad was 
home from the war we moved to the country. All 
my life we lived on a farm. 

Educated at an Anglican girls school. Attended  
Sunday school at the church. We lived 4 miles out 
of town. Confirmed at 14 , taught at Sunday 
school, sang in the choir and became a  
campanologist. The church had 8 bells. Finished 
school July 1963 went to train as a nurse Septem-
ber 7th 1963 at Papworth Everard hospital in Cam-
bridgeshire.  

There was a time in England I was involved in the 
racing world at club level. One of the pilots in the 
airforce was an up and coming racer. He raced one 
of Jack Brabams ex cars and I worked with the 
maintenance team. 

OUR PEOPLE IN FOCUS - Jennifer 
I also navigated for a rally car driver again at club 
level. We had a 2 stroke Saab up to 1100 class so 
we were competing with the Mini and 1100’s. 
There was a lot of sniggering at the car but it won 
that class that year. 

This was my cottage in Norfolk where I lived and 
worked as a matron in a home for the elderly for 
15 years. 

Married my John on March 26th 1966 had 3 
children, 2 daughters and a son, he was premature 
and not supposed to live the night but through a 
lot of prayers and the nursing care he made it. We 
came to Australia to live September 29th 1989. 
John died in 2010. 

I live on a small farm with horses, sheep, an alpaca, 
chooks and ducks. Love the garden and grow my 
own vegetables. I am a Nutrimetics Consultant. 
Love people but don’t mind being on my own. Love 
to cook, read, sew and knit. Love my churches at 
Wooroloo and Mundaring. Help with kids at church 
and at the op shop. Am on the parish council and a 
warden for Wooroloo. 

Do you recognise this building 

in its former life? It certainly 
looks different to the July 2020 
picture on the opposite page. 

Did you know our Op Shop’s 
outreach into the community 
includes providing donations to 
Kenya, Street Friends, 
Paraquads, a Noongar 
community college, a spectacle 
maker repairing and sending 
glasses overseas, and a dog 
sanctuary. 

Mundaring Parish Rectory 1958 
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The effects of the Pandemic denied us of the 

usual ‘red’ associated with Pentecost and we 
certainly could have benefited by the depiction of 
flames usually present in the church.  

However, Oliver presented Pentecost with the 
warmth, the purpose of mission and the 
understanding through his well-directed sermon. 
Pentecost is often called the Birth of the Church.  

According to Christian tradition, the Day of 
Pentecost commemorates the day when the Holy 
Spirit was poured out on the disciples in Jerusalem 
after the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  

Before his ascension into heaven, Jesus had 
promised his disciples that he would send the Holy 
Spirit to give them strength. 

“And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like 
a strong driving wind, and it filled the entire house 
in which they were. Then there appeared to them 
tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest 
on each one of them. And they were all filled with 
the holy Spirit and began to speak in different 
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim”. 
[ Acts 2:2-4] 

Christ had promised His Apostles that He would 
send His Holy Spirit, and, on Pentecost, they were 
granted the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

The Apostles began to preach the Gospel in all of 
the languages that the Jews who were gathered 
there spoke, and about 3,000 people were 
converted and baptized that day. 

PENTECOST - John 

All those present were able to hear the message in 
their own tongue (language) and this emphasised  

the universal message to the world that each 
disciple accepted as their mission.  

With 6,500 languages and dialects spoken across 
the world, every tongue could spread this message 
and all followers could touch all communities in 
the context of their mission. Infused with His gifts, 
they responded to the promptings of the Holy 
Spirit, the way Christ Himself would.  

The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are present in 
their fullness in Jesus Christ, but they are also 
found in all  
Christians who are in a state of grace. The Gift of 
Wisdom, The Gift of Knowledge, The Gift of 
Counsel, The Gift of Fortitude, The Gift of 
Understanding, The Gift of Piety and The Fear of 
the Lord. 

The Holy Spirit, on Pentecost, instilled these gifts 
through the disciples for us, as 
the foundation to follow our 
mission. 

Your mission is clear and the 
way forward is based on your 
commitment to your faith. 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/crucifixion-of-jesus-christ-700210
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/acts/2/2
https://www.learnreligions.com/gifts-of-the-holy-spirit-542143
https://www.learnreligions.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
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Our descending Dove sculpture hanging from 

the ceiling of the Sanctuary in Epiphany Church 
is the emblem of the Holy Spirit and symbol of 
inspired thought, purity and peace. The Circle is 
a universal symbol of totality, wholeness and 
original perfection and infinity. The seven rays 
symbolise the seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

The sculpture was crafted by local artisans 
Joan and Charlie Smith of Gidgegannup and 
is made of abraded brass with a swirl finish 
and the circle is polished stainless steel also 
with a swirl finish.  

The Dove was commissioned as part of the 
100th birthday celebrations of Epiphany 
Church in 2014. 

Trish is a member of our Fellowship Group and she 
produced a shawl and three sets of baby garments 
in good time for the baby’s birth.  

We are now knitting beanies and have sent some 
to the young apprentices up north in the mines. 
There is also a network of helpers who knit at 
home and send in the knitting.  

We are now able to meet monthly again using 
social distancing and frequent use of hand 
sanitiser.  

Blessing and thanks to all involved. 

Photo: Martin 

FELLOWSHIP GROUP - Margaret H 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, our church had 

to go into lockdown and the following day I 
received a call from a friend asking did I know a 
fast knitter? My friend had been sent home from 
work, amongst many who had to cease work, and 
there was no money at that stage for wages.  

Another person sent home was a young woman 
who was expecting a baby in August and would not 
have any money to provide clothes for her baby. 

I am a knitter but very slow, so I rang my church 
friend Trish to see if she could help.  



 12 

FAMILY TRIP TO UGANDA - Revd Oliver 

‘Home will always be home’ is what our family trip 

to Africa can be summed up by. Although we moved 
across to almost the other side of the world for a 
better life, going back to Africa always brings feelings 
of peace and happiness. When we first arrived the 
children were exposed to a lifestyle that was foreign 
to them and it took them a while to adjust and get 
used to everything but they quickly loved everything. 
There was warmth when the family was reunited and 
even more warmth when eating breakfast every 
morning and dinner at night, delicacies ranging from 
chicken stew to cabbage and so on.  

Our first few weeks were in Kampala the capital city of 
Uganda and although it was different to Perth city, it 
was beautiful in its own way. Going back after my last 
trip several years ago it was interesting to see what 
changes there was in the city, less petty theft, but still 
the same roads and stores. The girls got their hair 
braided and loved it, but I think they were expecting a 
different shopping experience, there was no apparent 
mall, but stores along many streets, among many alley 
ways and twists and turns and bargaining for items 
was anything but normal for them. They weren’t used 
to it, but it was an experience that I’m sure they 
wouldn’t trade for the world although it might have 
seemed very weird to them at first.  

An experience everyone loved was attending the local 
church on Christmas day, although the sermon was 
lengthy! Ahah, the singing by the choir had everyone 
joyous as it played throughout the church.  

It was beautiful having our close family with us during 
the joy we bring each other regardless of our 
Christmas, it reminded me of the unity we have and 
circumstances in life. Family is family and no one will 
ever take that away from any of us, it is part of our 
identity and some things in life can only be taught by 
the elders to the younger generations. It was a pity 
our family was spread throughout all parts of Uganda 
and South Sudan so we couldn’t have a formal family 
reunion in our hometown Kajo-Keji. 

We took a lengthy trip to northern Uganda close to 
the border with Kajo-Keji in South Sudan to show the 
children the Uganda that we grew up in. It wasn’t an 
easy trip, 7 of us were cramped up in a Toyota Rav 4 
along with our luggage required for the short stay 
there. It would have been approx. an 8 hour drive up 
there and breaks were definitely required.  

When we arrived in Adjumani there was a drastic 
difference to how we were living in Kampala. On our 
way into the major town we drove past Susan’s high 
school and she was reminiscing the times when she 
was younger. Ronard specifically disliked Adjumani, he 
preferred the city side to Uganda. This is where 
people actually lived in grass huts and buildings that 
did not have any electricity or water supply when we 
visited family.  

They were shocked to see family living in such 
different conditions to what they do back in Australia, 
and I think it was a real eye opener.  
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On behalf of the Parish we 

acknowledge and thank the devotion and 
dedication of health  
workers everywhere who have tirelessly treated 
the sick and dying during this pandemic. In many 
parts of the world this has been carried out under 
extremely difficult circumstances and many health 
workers themselves have become ill and lost their 
lives to the virus. 

We also acknowledge all the essential workers  
who have continued to carry out their work in 
areas of public safety, food production and 
delivery and many other essential services.  

A prayer for Christians 

We are not people of fear: 
we are people of courage. 

We are not people who protect  
our own safety: 

we are people who protect  
our neighbours’ safety. 

We are not people of greed: 
we are people of generosity. 

We are your people God, 
giving and loving, 
wherever we are, 
whatever it costs 

For as long as it takes 
wherever you call us. 

Barbara Glasson,  
President of the  

Methodist Conference 

It was beautiful to see the children find joy in the 
small things in life, running around so carefree and 
happy not caring about charging an iPad or the next 
TV show.  

The orphanage was in Adjumani and I think this 
really humbled all of us to be content with our 
situation after seeing what the orphans deal with on 
a day to day basis and yet how happy they were.  

Although biologically they may not have been 
related, you could see in this orphanage they 
called each other family. 

When in northern Uganda we also visited the town 
Susan grew up in Moyo, which required us to catch 
a Ferry from Adjumani.  

In her town we met more family and visited her 
father’s grave, it was a beautiful day because the 
children were in the presence of their grandfather. 

Returning back home was saddening because we 
didn’t know when we would see our extended 
families again.  

We experienced so much that would result in me 
writing a whole book!  

These memories will always stay dear to our 
hearts because of how beautiful this family trip 
was to us. 



 14 

At this year’s Annual Meeting the following 

parishioners were appointed to Parish Council 
with no elections required. 

Wardens: Noelene and Ann. Sylvia was chosen as 
Warden prior to the meeting by Revd Oliver. 
Parish Councillors:  Julie, Martin, John N, Rodger 
and Jennifer 
Synod Rep: Felicity 
Additional Clergy: Revd Jean 

After the meeting Kerry nominated as Synod Rep 
and was accepted by Revd Oliver.  

Those members who were available, attended our 
annual Parish Council Away Day on Saturday 25 
July in Harmony Hall at Mojo’s Mundaring.  

A Parish Council Away Day is held each year to 
build trust and teamwork within the group, clarify 
roles, discuss where Council is situated within the 
context of the mission of the church, focus on 
pastoral planning, prayer and spiritual formation, 
and to select office bearers.  

At the Away Day Martin was elected as Treasurer 
and Sylvia as Council Secretary. Lynne has again 
agreed to be Council’s Minute Secretary. 

Arising from the Away Day we have an updated 
Ministry Plan which is a list of ministries carried 
out in the parish.  

The Ministry Plan chart is on display in the Parish 
Office and Parish Centre hallway, and copies of the 
Ministry Plan brochure are in the brochure racks in 
the Parish Centre.  

We also have a new Action (or Mission) Plan for 
2020-21 showing the work and outcomes behind 
the ministries listed on the Ministry Plan, the 
ministry or mission we are currently achieving.  

The Action Plan also contains special projects (or 
Future Actions) that will be completed during the 
year, overseen by Council 
members.  

Some are small projects 
and others are larger 
projects unpacked into 
annual ‘bite size’ chunks 
over several years.  

Our Action Plan brochure 
and a guide to our action 
plan are both in the 
brochure racks in the 
Parish Centre. 

Please contact Ann for 
any further information 
about our Ministry Plan 
and Action Plan. 

NEW PARISH COUNCIL 
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TRINITY SUNDAY - Laurence  

Today we celebrated the Holy Trinity: God the 

Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit. In the 
Trinity lies the nature of our God. The concept of the 
Trinity as formalised in our Creed, is a way to help 
believers grasp the nature of God, to have an 
understanding of who He is so we can relate to Him. 
How we perceive God is important if we are to relate 
to Him appropriately, and if we are to worship Him in 
an acceptable manner. In how we relate to Him is 
tied up with our eternal destiny.  

The concept of a triune God often defies definition 
and understanding. In his Trinity message, Revd 
Oliver spoke of the ‘controversy’ of the doctrine of 
the Trinity, referring to the difficulty in explaining 
and understanding the concept of a God in three 
persons. Thankfully, this mystery doesn’t detract 
from many people’s faith. Many believers are quite 
comfortable accepting the concept of a triune God 
without fully comprehending it. It can even 
strengthen a right attitude in us: between Creator 
and created. God after all, makes himself known to 
us in many practical and personal ways that reveal 
His love, His faith, His patience, and His peace. So 
perhaps we shouldn’t worry too much if the concept 
of the Trinity doesn’t quite sink in. 

It is interesting that when we look at the way God 
reveals to us His many characteristics we notice they 
are actually worked out through the Trinity. While 
we were created images of the living God, since 
Adam we suffer from sin and fall short of that image. 
But God intended from the beginning to restore us 
and sent to us Jesus, the perfect image of His Father, 
as our perfect example of God’s character. In John 
14:9, Jesus says, ‘He who has seen me has seen the 
Father...”. Jesus not only paid for our sins on the 
cross (the greatest testimony of God’s character) but 
Jesus through His ministry on earth, is also the  

perfect representation of what God is like. Paul 
describes Jesus as “the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn over all creation.” (Colossians 1:15).  

God also reveals His character through the Holy 
Spirit. God does not leave us to our own devices in 
our Christian journey. God knows our weaknesses 
and reveals His love, mercy and compassion in 
providing us with His Enabling Spirit. The Bible speaks 
of the Holy Spirit dwelling within us; being a help to 
us in understanding what God wills for us; to guide us 
into truth; and provide us with the power to resist 
temptation and discern snares and deceptions along 
our path. Jesus says, “When the Spirit of truth comes, 
he will guide you into all truth, for he will not speak 
on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will 
speak, and he will declare to you the things that are 
to come.” (John 16:13)  

It is perhaps not as important that we understand 
exactly how the concept of God-the-Trinity ‘works’.  
Clearly our God is more than our understanding. It is 
important though that we understand what is 
revealed to us about God through the Trinity: in 
particular, His loving character and His will for 
relationship with humanity. Then perhaps we will 
worship Him only, relate to Him in love, receive His 
blessings with eternal gratitude, and allow Him to 
mould us into His spiritual image. God wants to 
recreate our character in His image through 
obedience to His Son whom He willing gave up for 
our sakes, and in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
without which we are unable 
to change, so that we may be 
properly prepared to inherit 
the blessing of His Kingdom – 
an eternal loving relationship 
with Him. Isn’t this easy to 
understand? 
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KIDS  
  

kids@church has a  
winter recess in July 

 

Our next 

kids@church is  

Saturday  
19 September 2020 

@ 5.00pm 

All are welcome 
The theme is 

Forgiveness, Joseph and 
his brothers 

Followed by supper and games  
in the Parish Centre 

KIDS@CHURCH 
 

Monday’s 9.30-11.00am at the Parish Centre,  

11 Mann Street, Mundaring during school term 

for children up to 4 years of age, accompanied by 

a parent or other adult carer.  

Music and dance, story, morning tea and play time. 

MtM activities can assist children to: 

Improve coordination and language skills 

Increase vocabulary 

Build confidence and social skills 

Develop creativity 

There is a charge of $4 per family. 
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 PAGE 
KIDS@CHURCH 

Have you met our Big Teddy Bear? These are popular 

in churches in England and we hope that seeing our Big 
Teddy Bear sitting in the pews will make you smile and feel relaxed - kids and adults. Big Ted came to us courtesy 
of the Op Shop and the authentic outfit was beautifully made by Lynne who, as part of the wardrobe, made 4 
different coloured scarves so that Big Ted can be properly dressed for each church season colour. In these photos 
Big Ted is dressed for Pentecost wearing the red scarf. 

We are still not able to have our 

KidsInChurch story and craft due to COVID-19 Safety Plan 
restrictions. This will be reviewed once distancing 

restrictions have been lifted by the Government and the Diocese and we are able 
to return to having one Sunday service again. Even if we are able to have more 
people at any one time in the church, it is likely that stringent hygiene 
requirements will remain and this will need to be assessed and managed to 
ensure the safety of the children. 

In the meantime, children are still welcomed as always, if they attend services 
with their family. 

KIDS   N CHURCH 

Hello Everyone! 

We hope all of our kids@church families are well 
and adjusting to our ‘new normal’. 

We are looking forward to our second 
kids@church service for the year, which will be 

held on Saturday 19th September. Our theme will 
be: Forgiveness – Joseph and his brothers. 

Songs, games and prayers to be enjoyed by 
everyone PLUS supper in the Parish Centre - as per 

the requirements of the Covid-19 Safety 
Plan. More information prior to the day. 

Please, save the date and join us at the 
kids@church Saturday 19th September 
@ 5.00pm. Come along and join in the 

fun!!  We look forward to seeing you all. 

Love from the kids@church team. 

This gorgeous photo shows kids from the Chidlow 
Church Sunday School - taken in 1958. 
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 9am - 1pm 

Saturday 7th November 

Mundaring Anglican Parish 

annual community fair 
Held in the Mundaring Church grounds  
Mann Street 

There are several pictures dotted 

around this Issue, showing days 
gone by. This is to wet your 
appetite for our 2021 calendar that 
features, courtesy of the 
Mundaring & Hills Historical 
Society, wonderful photos from 
their historical Collection of images 
of the Mundaring Shire.  

Calendars are again only $10 each 
and are expected to be available in 
the next 2 weeks. 

free entry,  
rides &  
entertainment

FOOD    EXHIBITS    DISPLAYS    PHOTO BOOTH        

FACE PAINTER    MAGICIAN & BALLOON TWISTER 

STALLS DANCERS  SINGERS  OP SHOP MARKET 

AND MUCH MORE FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 
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SAVING MONA LISA - Margaret H 

BOOK CLUB REVIEWS 

This review is from myself, having chosen the 

book, but members were unable to discuss each 
other's points of view as future meetings of the 
book club were in limbo due to Coronavirus.  

Saving Mona Lisa by Gerri Chanel 
commenced in August 1939 when curators at the 
Louvre nestled the world's most famous painting 
into a special red velvet-lined box/case, and 
spirited her away to the Loire Valley. This began 
the biggest evacuation of art and antiquities in 
history.  

Throughout the Nazi occupation of France, 
museum staff kept the Germans informed of the 
storage places of the art. Many, many staff 
members risked their lives to keep priceless 
treasures out of the hands of Hitler and his 
henchmen.  

THE ENLIGHTENMENT OF THE GREENGAGE TREE - Jean R 

After many weeks of not being able to meet and 

discuss the books that we have read, finally the 
Book Club was able to get together on the 2 June.  

Fortunately during this long break we had plenty of 
time to read and ponder on shortlisted Booker 

Prize novel The Enlightenment of the 
Greengage Tree by Shokoofeh Azar.  

Set in Iran in the decade following the 1979 Islamic 
Revolution, the novel is narrated by the ghost of 
Bahar, a thirteen year old girl, whose family is 
compelled to flee their home in Tehran for a new 
life in a small village, hoping in this way to preserve 
both their intellectual freedom and their lives.  

Later in the war, the Allies were also informed of 
locations where the art was kept, mostly via 
underground agents, in order that there was no 
destruction of the art. 

Gerri Chanel is a prize-winning freelance journalist. 
She spent 5 years in France researching for this 
book, and noted, "an overwhelming feeling to be 
allowed behind the scenes of a door marked 
'Public Not Allowed'“.  

Recommended additional reading: HITLER'S ART 
THIEF (St Martin's Press) 

This novel is not for those who want a straight 
forward narrative; Azar writes this story with the 
power of her imagination, which confronts the 
cruelty of the times in Iran.  

Azar uses the wealth of Iranian myths and legends 
interposed with the trauma of reality in which she 
and her family were living to tell this story of the 
oppression of a vital and ancient culture. 

It is difficult to be able to do justice to this book, 
the only way is for everyone to read it for 
themselves; and in reading for themselves to be 
surprised by the twists and turns of ghosts, jins, 
myths and reality, the product ofa wonderful 
imagination of Shokoofeh Azar. 
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MUNDARING ANGLICAN PARISH 

Grevillea asteriscosa 
Star – leaf  Grevillea 

Photo: Martin 


