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MUNDARING ANGLICAN PARISH 

In this Issue...  From the Editors 

Issue 10 of Parish Matters brings you  

articles about our parish life between the 

two great Christian festivals of Easter and 

Advent.  

Life in our worshipping community is as 

busy as ever and we bring you more stories 

about our people and our ministry.  

A lot of people have expressed interest in 

hearing more about the unique journey of 

our Curate Rev Oliver from South Sudan to 

Perth Western Australia. You will find Revd 

Oliver’s story in this issue. 

We thank our regular and new writers who 

present information in a variety of creative 

and interesting styles. If you would like to 

contribute your time and talents to writing 

one of our articles or you have held a  

ministry event and would like to include it in 

Parish Matters, please speak to Noelene. 

Happy reading. 

Noelene and Ann 

FRONT AND BACK COVERS:  
Hakea laurina (Pin-cushion Hakea). Photographs: Ann 

10 12-13 7 
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FOREWORD - Rev Kim Thomas, Rector 

HOME  

This has been a very busy time for me, both in  

personal and parish life. In August I took the much 
anticipated trip back to the UK to visit family and 
friends and what a full-on 4 weeks that was! I spent 
some wonderful time with my grandsons, George 
(5) and Harry (3) and marvelled at how much  
energy these two little men had. I discovered 
Grandma doesn’t have the same Energy - my 
Grandma muscle must be getting flabby through 
lack of use.   

George was so excited about my visit he came to 
wake me up the first morning I was there (and  
subsequently every other morning) and after 
getting into bed with me, then getting out to have a 
‘sticky beak’ at the things in my suitcase, then 
getting back again, then reading Possum Magic and 
‘Give Me a Home Among the Gum Trees’, two 
books I had taken with me for them, I decided to 
look at the clock to discover it was 5.30am!  

I had a wonderful time catching up with those I 
hadn’t seen for 2 years, visiting family and friends, 
holidaying with my immediate family and revisiting 
beautiful places in the UK. I took a trip to the Isle of 
Wight to see my son’s Godparents in their new 
home and marvelled at the beauty of where they 
lived. It helped that the weather was good by that 
time as it had poured with rain for the first week I 
was there! 

Everyone I met up with asked me the same  
question, ‘when are you coming home?’ and my 
answer was the same to all of them, ‘I am home in 
Australia’.  I think people had thought I would 
come and live in Australia, get it out of my system 
and then move back to the UK. There was a  
noticeable exception though, those who had visited 
me here at home had no expectation of me  
returning. When my son Rob came out to visit in  

September last year, he said to me, ‘Mum, I get it’. 
He realised that I had made Australia my home, 
despite living on the other side of the world for the 
best part of my life.  

It took a while to get there, but I have a sense of 
permanence in Australia and although I miss family 
and friends in the UK, I feel at home here. 

Although many people feel rooted and grounded in 
the place they live, we must all remember that our 
home here on earth is temporary and we all have 
something in us that pulls us home to another 
place. Christians understand this as heaven, the 
place we will go when our time on earth is over. On 
1st November we celebrate All Saints Day where we 
remember those who have gone before us, but also 
look to the work of the saints here on earth. That’s 
us! As followers of Christ we are the saints on earth 
and we are called to be those whose example bring 
people into a relationship with Jesus and reach out 
to the world in Jesus’ name.  

We have a guest speaker at the morning service on 
4th November, David Spitteler from The Asylum 
Seekers Centre in Victoria. David has a wealth of 
experience and is often called upon to speak. He 
shares his experiences working with refugees and 
relates his work at the Asylum Seekers Centre to 
the week’s readings. 

He has completed over 1,400 speaking  
engagements in 383 churches and 325  
organisations, sometimes visiting more than once 
due to the popularity of his discussion and comes 
highly recommended by Archbishop Kay.  As he 
speaks to us on All Saints Day, we are reminded 
that we have work to do on earth as Saints,  
following the example of Jesus, reaching out to the 
marginalised and oppressed. I hope you can come 
and hear David speak and we can all continue the 
work God has for us, here at home in Mundaring. 

‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let 
us run with perseverance the race marked out for 
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and  
perfecter of faith.’ Hebrews 12:1-2 

Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds and praise your  
Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16 
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ANNUAL MEETING 2018 

Photograph: Ann 

Our Parish Council was commissioned during the 9.30am Sunday service on 15 July (Rev Jean not pictured).  

 

PARISH COUNCIL COMMISSIONING 

Ann Rev Oliver Rev Kim Jennifer Emily Julie Rev Jean Noelene Martin Sylvia 

Wardens, Parish Councillors and one Synod  
Representative were appointed without an election 
being required. Those appointed were: 

Wardens: Sylvia Randall, Julie Ryan, Noelene 
Teague 

Councillors: Emily Bowser, Jennifer Norman, Ann 
Revell, Martin Revell, Revd Jean Routley, Revd 
Oliver Yengi 

Synod Rep: Emily Bowser 

The meeting closed in prayer after Rev Kim and  
others received votes of thanks for their work in the 
parish during the year. 

EDITORS NOTE: Since the meeting Eleanor Lamprey 
has been appointed as Synod Rep; Julie Ryan as  
Eleanor’s Deputy Synod Rep; and Ann Revell as  
Emily’s Deputy Synod Rep. 

Our 2018 Annual Meeting was held on Sunday 17 

June. After opening with prayer Rev Kim, as  
Chairperson, worked through the AM agenda which 
included reports about our parish year from the 
Rector, Treasurer, Wardens and Ministry Group 
Leaders. Also, a Final Report on last years’ Action 
Plan future action projects.  

In her Rector’s report, Rev Kim opened with the  
following;  

‘As I prepare for my second Annual Meeting in the 
Mundaring Parish, I am heartened to look back over 
the past year and see all that has been achieved by 
the Anglican community of faith in Mundaring and 
Wooroloo. Reading the reports of all the ministries 
of the parish and the work that has been done 
makes me realise just what impact we, as a church 
have on the community around us.’ 
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If you have not yet read our 2018-2019 Action Plan 

please get a copy from the brochure rack in the 
hallway of the Parish Centre.  

Our Action Plan lets us and everyone else know 
what we do here as a parish community and  
celebrates our parish ministry (or mission). 

Importantly, it lists a series of Future Actions that 
we have undertaken to achieve during the year. 
Each of these Future Actions has a project leader to 
champion achieving project outcomes and  
reporting on it. Project leaders are all Ministry 
Group Leaders (MGLs) (all are also Parish Council 
members) who have chosen to give extra time to 
this important process of growth and development 
of our parish as well as reaching out into our  
community. 

Some Future Actions have a short timeline and  
others are the first phase of much longer term  
projects. Please have a look at the Future Actions 
and if you would like to know who any Project 
Leaders are please ask a Ministry Group Leader and 
they will be able to tell you. 

OUR ACTION PLAN 2018-2019 

Also, look for our Ministry Plan brochure that sets 
out our parish ministry structure. We have >80  
individual ministries being carried out in the parish, 
each with a team leader. Ministries are grouped 
together, each with an MGL for support. A copy of 
the Ministry Plan showing ministry team leaders is 
on the noticeboard in the Parish Centre.  

While you are looking at the brochures, pick up a 
copy of our Guide to Mundaring Parish (that lists 
our ministries, team leaders and their contact 
phone numbers) and our Guide to Parish Ministry 
(that gives you an idea of what it is like being a  
parish councillor, ministry group leader, team  
leader or team member). 

If you are interested in 
getting more information 
about any of the ministries 
or becoming involved in 
them please contact either 
the relevant team leader or 
MGL.  
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As is customary on the 5th Sunday of the month our morning service  

commences at 10am. On 29 July we had a guest speaker Pam Bristow who 
gave an excellent talk on her work ‘Youth With a Mission’ (YWAM). Pam 
grew up in our Diocese and regularly attended the Church of  
Epiphany as a child. 

Following the service (despite the wet, cold weather and many  
parishioners’ absent due to illness) over 40 people remained after the  
service to partake of lunch at the Parish Centre. We never know how 
many will attend but there is always plenty of food for all. 

The lunch was organised by Helen and her team of helpers. We  
enjoyed a variety of hot soups and bread followed by desserts of Bread & 
Butter pudding, Lemon Delicious, Queen of Puddings to name a few.   

Many were interested in the New Zealand bread provided by Mere.  
Details of the recipe can be supplied by Mere. The bread is unusual, as  
instead of yeast, it is made using a plant made from boiling potatoes 
which takes patience and time to prepare. 

The fellowship is always great and I don’t know about you but I am  
looking forward to the next 5th Sunday lunch on 30 September when  
Bishop Jeremy will be joining us. 

JULY 5TH SUNDAY LUNCH - Margaret H 

RED CROSS POSTAGE STAMPS - Hugh 

An overdue thank you and appreciation on behalf of the Red Cross Stamp Shop to those who so kindly donate 

stamps via the Church box and the Op Shop.  

I will briefly divide their destination and purpose into three segments: 

1. They raise precious dollars towards the wonderful work that the Red Cross never cease to provide. 

2. They provide a useful occupation for elderly people sorting, removing backing paper and placing in stock 
albums at the shop. 

3. A peculiar group of people known as Philatelists are always hunting for that missing stamp to complete a 
set and when it is located at the Red Cross Stamp Shop this is a wonderful occasion and revitalises the  
passion! 

Thank you all so much. 
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ST FRANCIS WOOROLOO — Kerry 
ST FRANCIS DAY SERVICE 

2018 

Once again the little Church of 

St Francis at Wooroloo was 

blessed to have a capacity  

congregation at the ‘Blessing of 

the Animals’ service, to celebrate the patronal festival 

of our patron saint. Rev Kim gave individual blessings 

to all the pets present – some 7 dogs plus a cat and 

chook – not just any chook but Noelene’s Swan View 

Show prize winning chook ‘Pearl’! 

A joyful service was conducted and Jennifer read the 

children a lovely story and then each child was given a 

paper plate ‘bird feeder’ which they were encouraged 

to decorate to their heart’s content – the results were 

quite inspiring. In true country style, a sumptuous  

 

SERVICE TIMES AT ST FRANCIS 

MORNING PRAYER: 2nd Sunday each month @ 10.00am 

HOLY COMMUNION: 4th Sunday each month @ 11.00am 

Other special services are held during the year; with themes, dates and  

times advertised 

morning tea 

was provided 

after the  

service – many 

thanks to all 

the Mundaring 

congregation 

members who 

attended and 

contributed to 

this enjoyable 

service and 

feast. 

Photograph: Emily 

Photographs: Kerry 
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These are some of the distractions preventing us 
from the profound silence in which God can be 
heard. When Elijah was fleeing from Jezebel, God 
tells Elijah he is going to pass by. There was a great 
wind, an earthquake, and a fire, but God was not in 
any of these; “…and after the fire a sound of sheer 
silence.” It was then God spoke to Elijah, out of the 
silence. {1 Kings 19 : 11 – 13} 

To be able to be in that place of sheer silence takes 
time and practise, and not just because we will it to 
be so. We have to learn to stop the chatter in our 
heads; the conversations we have with ourselves 
about what the day holds, “I really need to get do 
the washing, I wonder if I made the children’s 
lunches”, the worries about our lives “Will I get the 
new job I am after”. Some of us need to get over 
the fear of not speaking, of not being in a  
conversation, of silence itself.  

To find that place of peace is to learn to sit and be 
still, to centre ourselves, and ignore all distractions. 
For as Mother Teresa tells us, “We need to find 
God, and he cannot be found in noise and restless-
ness. God is the friend of silence. See how nature - 
trees, flowers, grass grows in silence; see the stars, 
the moon and the sun, how they move in silence... 
We need silence to be able to touch souls.”  

There are many books by many eminent authors on 
finding this place of silence, but a simple and easy 
way to begin is to find a quiet comfortable place, 
where you can sit or lie down. Breathe slowly and 
deeply, deep down into your belly, your very core. 
Listen to your breathing, for it is the very substance 
of life, for it is of God. Breathe God in, and let all 
the tension leave you as you breathe out. When 
you are comfortable, ask the Holy Spirit to help you 
to be still, to be at peace. Banish the voices in your 
head and just be. You may only be able to sit for a 
few moments but practise makes perfect. Set aside 
a time each day and slowly but surely you will find 
that profound silence in which God is present. You 
may find taking a few days to find and prepare your 
own sacred space and the lighting of a candle, will 
help you enter into this time of prayerful silence.  

Whatever you find you need to do, do it carefully 
and prayerfully, for God is waiting, He is waiting in 
that space of silence however long or short to be 
with you, just you and God. May you, like Elijah, 
find God in that place of silence. 

- Rev Jean THE SOUND OF SILENCE 

“Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, 
Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a  
solitary place, where he prayed.” {Mark 35 : 1} 

In a world that is so noisy and restless, the very 

title of this piece seems to be an oxymoron. How 
can silence have any kind of sound? And in our 
world of noise can there be silence? A dictionary 
meaning of silence would be the absence of sound. 
Yet some moments of silence speak volumes. As 
long ago as the eighteenth century Edmund Burke, 
an Anglo-Catholic parliamentarian said: “The only 
thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good 
men should do nothing.” Since, and before then, 
there have been many occasions when the silence 
of good people doing nothing has spoken volumes 
and allowed evil to proliferate, Pol Pot, Nazi  
Germany, slavery, apartheid, the massacres of the 
innocents, atrocities in many different countries, 
and the list goes on. A list that continues today, and 
I fear will continue well into the future. 

Another silence that speaks to the moment is when 
just a look is enough to send a message, and so 
does the use of body language, we could call it 
words without speech which makes us look up and 
take notice. How many times have we ourselves 
communicated to a partner, a spouse or a child 
without any sound, but with just a look? Or have 
listened with our senses as someone folds their 
arms, smiles, or maybe frowns. All these signs send 
messages. We must also recognise people who live 
permanently without sound, those who are deaf, 
and rely on reading lips or the deft use of hands to 
make words into meaningful conversation. 

Yet there is another silence, a silence Benedictine 
Christopher Jamison of Worth Abbey, describes as 
“…a gateway to the soul, and the soul is the  
gateway to God.” Searching for this silence has sent 
men and women into the deserted places of the 
world. They have travelled to the wilderness or 
caves, seeking to exclude any sound. Yet even in 
the deserts of the Pilbara, which seems so far from 
human contact, if you sit or stand very still,  
inevitably the sound of the wind or the birds calling 
will permeate the silence. Even down in mines or 
caves, deep in the earth, take time to listen and 
you will hear water as it drips from the walls and 
the roof into puddles at your feet. 
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On 28 July, Ben and I had the opportunity to 

attend Youth Synod alongside 50 other young  
people representing their parish or school. Youth 
Synod was established in 1983 to allow young  
people to come together and to have their voices 
heard within the Diocese. This year's Youth Synod 
was held in the impressive Christ Church Grammar 
School Chapel, and focused on the theme of ‘What 
Should Be Our Focus?’ 

The day started out with a beautiful morning service 
before then moving into the first session of the day. 
The first presentation was by Peregrin from our  
parish, representing the Social Responsibilities  
Commission (SRC). We got to hear about the work 
the SRC has been doing and then in small groups, 
discuss how we can be more inclusive.  

The second presentation was by Keith Stephens, the 
Diocesan Secretary. Keith spoke about the Diocese 
in general and we were asked in our small groups to 
suggest what the leadership of the church should be 
focusing on, how young people could be inspired, 
and what we believe missional communities look 
like. 

It was then lunchtime! Yay! As expected the food 
was very good and we had a great time getting to  

YOUTH SYNOD 2018 - Lena 

know some of the other youth from different 
churches.  

Following lunch, Rev Cannon Angela Webb from the 
Anglican Board of Mission got us thinking about 
what mission looks like and the need for more ‘local 
mission.’  

The last presentation was by Archbishop Kay 
Goldsworthy, the Chair of the Anglican Children’s 
and Youth Ministry Commission. This presentation 
was particularly exciting for me personally, as it was 
the first time for me to see and hear from the  
Archbishop. The Archbishop highlighted the  
particular need for young people to be taken more 
seriously.  

Back in our small groups for the last time, we were 
given the opportunity to say our hopes for the  
Diocese, and what we believe God is calling us for in 
our own Church.  

The day ended with a summary before we all  
headed home for the heater and a rest. It really was 
a great event and I really valued the opportunity I 
had to be a part of it. It demonstrated to me, the 
Diocese’s commitment to young people and the  
eagerness of other young people to do more in their 
church.  

A happy life must be to a great extent a quiet life, 

for it is only in an atmosphere of quiet that true joy 

can live. 

BERTRAND RUSSELL 

Silence is for me a fount of healing which makes my 

life worth living. Talking is often a torrent for me, 

and I need many days of silence to recover from the 

futility of words. 

CARL JUNG 

Hello darkness, my old friend, I've come to talk with 

you again. Because a vision softly creeping, Left its 

seeds while I was sleeping. And the vision that was 

planted in my brain. Still remains. 

Within the sound of silence  

PAUL SIMON 
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CONFIRMATION SERVICE 

Gosia and Simon’s Confirmation  

presided over by Bishop Jeremy 

Today we celebrated the special occasion of Gosia 

and Simon’s confirmation. Gosia and Simon come 
before the church to publicly confirm that their  
earlier decision to follow Christ has now become a 
desire for life-long commitment.  

In this act, an act that Bishop Jeremy reflected, goes 
against the tide of common society, we can see the 
way God  
touches the heart of every individual he calls in a 
way that is unique to them and yet common to  
every believer. 

Today’s service was ‘Be at Peace’ and the children’s 
story by Gill emphasised to us all the important role 
prayer plays in finding peace in an otherwise  
tumultuous world. Jesus reminds us to bring all 
things to God in prayer and petition and “do not 
worry” about our needs; God feeds and clothes the 
birds of the air and the flowers of the fields; He will 
certainly not let any of His children’s needs go  
unsatisfied. 

Later, Bishop Jeremy reflected upon Jesus words 
from the Gospel reading, “be at peace with one  
another”. He began his sermon with the question, 
“What prevents us from being at peace?” and  
answered, “Life”. Life gets in the way of peace. The 
everyday things of life: the unexpected, and the  
expected. Life has the habit of invading our peace. 
Bishop Jeremy reminded us of the power of  

humility in dealing with the issues of life that 
threaten our peace.  

Humility is a recognition that we need God in our 
lives; and what provides us the opportunity to bring 
both humility and God into our lives is prayer.  
Bishop Jeremy pointed to the major theme of  
prayer in the Book of James, saying, “Prayer has the 
vital role of introducing God into the situation we 
are praying for [and] is the way we talk with God.” 
Prayer is what makes our relationship personal with 
God; and ensures our faith is grounded in  
relationship, not religion. And it is the knowledge of 
God working in our lives that comes through a 
prayerful relationship with God, that allows us to 
find a sense of peace. 

As Bishop Jeremy led Gosia and Simon through the 
formalities of confirmation, he recited a letter from 
Gosia in which she expressed her experience of 
Christ being like a shining light in an otherwise dark 
world, lifting her out of that darkness. This is a 
beautiful picture, and a reminder for many of us, of 
the way the Holy Spirit leads us into the truth of 
Christ. The Church then stood with Gosia and Simon 
as we proclaimed our support and prayers for 
them.  

Finally, Bishop Jeremy encouraged the whole  
congregation to dwell on the words of the  
recommitment, especially: to study the Bible, read 
scripture and pray faithfully and regularly. These 
are the means through which a Christian finds 
peace.  

Photograph: Emily 

- Laurence 
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On Monday 15 October the Prayer Shawl group hosted a poppy cutting session for the service of remembrance at 
Epiphany church. The group asked to meet again on the following Monday morning to finish the cutting out, and 
this time 13 people enjoyed a fun morning of cutting out and designing poppies displays for the church. Although 
there is a look of intense concentration on all 
our faces in the photo at this particular instant 
in time, both Monday’s were filled with much 
laughter and sharing of stories and anecdotes. 
All this followed each time by more fellowship 
over a delicious lunch. 

When you attend the service of remembrance 
at 9.30am on Sunday 11 November please 
know that all the poppies were made with fun, 
joy and importantly, with love. 

The 5th Sunday lunch was a continuation of the  
celebration of Goshia and Simon’s Confirmation 
with Bishop Jeremy in fellowship with the parish 
family.  

Helen and her team did a fantastic job of organising 
the lunch.  

The garden as always looked terrific thanks to Vicki 
and Barrie’s ongoing work of tidying and  
maintaining the grounds and gardens. The tables 
were beautifully set under marquees and many 
women cooked and provided tasty savoury dishes 
and delightful desserts - with plenty of opportunity 
for second helpings. 

We were very happy that Bishop Jeremy was able 
to be with us at our celebration. 

This was our last 5th Sunday lunch for 2018 and we 
look forward to when they start again in 2019. Photographs: Emily 

POPPIES FOR REMEMBRANCE 

Photograph: Martin 

 & 5th SUNDAY LUNCH 
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Station 1 South Sudan  

I was born in South Sudan in the town of Kajo-Keji. 
My parents were Anglicans and I was baptized as a 
baby. I grew up in a Christian background and my 
mum was a local tribal leader. I really admired 
mum, who had a big influence on me.  

My first calling was when the priest was preaching 
on Genesis 22:1-19. “After these things God tested 
Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, 
‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Take your son, your only son 
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of  
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on 
one of the mountains that I shall show you.’ So 
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his 
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, 
and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-
offering, and set out and went to the place in the 
distance that God had shown”.  

This passage caught me and what came to my mind 
was the love my parents showed me being the only 
son. Could they offer me as a sacrifice to God.  

I reflected on the passage and narrated the whole 
story of the amazing Faith of Abraham. I asked my 
parents what they would do if God asked them to 
offer me as a sacrifice to HIM. Would they obey 
and do like Abraham. Their reply was that they had 
truly offered me to God on my Baptism day. They 
prayed most of the time for God to give me  
guidance and use me to do his service.  

The words from my parents impressed me and 
gave me encouragement to participate in building 
God’s kingdom on earth. I started actively  
participating in the church when I was 12 years. I 
was involved in many Christian activities in my 
home town and continued to do the same when I 
was sent to study in a boarding school in the  
capital city Juba, before my father passed away.  

In 1989, I left Juba due to the war and went to a 
refugee camp in Uganda to join my mum who had 
fled from my home town. I was travelling in a  
convoy escorted by Government Soldiers but on 
the way we were attacked by rebels and one of my 
best friends was shot dead. He was newly married 
and escorting his wife to be with his mum, then  
going back to Juba where he was working in the  
Catholic Church Relief Office.  

This incident deeply moved me and weighed me  

down for quite a long time. I always comforted  
myself with what Jesus spoke in Matthew 24:36-44 
“But about that day and hour no one knows,  
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in 
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be 
taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, 
for you do not know on what day your Lord is  
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into.  
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” My friend 
was taken too soon. Why, only God knows and I 
felt the best thing to do was to be God’s servant. 

Station 2 Refugee Camp Uganda 

In the camp most of the youth were stressed and 
depressed and involved in heavy drinking. I  
gathered some of them and shared these words 
from Proverbs 3:3-7, “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In 
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths. Do not be wise in your own 
eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.” 

These words gave many of them hope and  
encouragement that in difficult times like this we 
should not panic and be afraid of the storms that 
were going on in our lives as refugees in a foreign 
land. God is here for us giving us security. 

God used me as a youth leader with two lay elders 
to start a church under a tree and become the 
office and diocese of Kajo-Keji in exile. From the 
refugee camp in Adjumani, God opened up the way 
for me. I got a chance to study in Kampala and with 
other South Sudanese young refugees organised 
youth conferences and house to house fellowships 
which drew many more to our Lord Jesus. 

Station 3 Lesotho  

In 1991, I was blessed at being selected by UNHCR 
to study at The National University at Lesotho in  

MY CALLING & JOURNEY - Revd Oliver 
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South Africa. While living there I was a member of 
the Life Ministry, a Christian organisation on  
campus headed by Revd Rick, an American. We had 
fellowships on campus and reached out to villages 
all over Lesotho showing films about Jesus. We did 
the same in the sister universities in Botswana and 
Swaziland. Usually this happened when we went 
for inter-varsity games. Students did sports and fun 
activities but for us, our mission was to make our 
Lord Jesus known through evangelising.  

In 1996, I went back to Uganda and identified by 
UNHCR as being at high risk if I stayed in Uganda so 
was recommended for Asylum in another country. I 
was sent to a special refugee camp, guarded by  
police and the army. There was no Anglican church 
so me and some elders who are now here in Perth 
started another church under a tree, with me and 
elder John Woko as its leaders. 

Perth Australia  

Thanks be to God that, in 2001 the door opened for 
me and I was resettled in Australia. In June 2001 
the first church that welcomed us was the Baptist 
church in Girrawheen. They picked us up every  
Sunday by bus. I became a leader in one of the  
groups held before the Sunday service involving 
bible study and reflections of our week. In the main 
service I was involved in leading intercessions. 

I believe God had a plan for us. Elder John was also 
resettled in Australia and joined us in Perth. We 
had a meeting with all the elders. The main  
concern was the language barrier and it was clear 
that most of the South Sudanese were not getting 
the word of God on Sundays. I felt there was a 
need to worship in our South Sudanese way and 
start our own Sudanese church in Perth.  

Myself and Elder John to presented our request to 
Revd Josie Steyler to forward to Bishop Brian and 
Archbishop Peter in the Anglican Diocese of Perth. 
Our request was granted and we were allowed to 
worship and pray in the Sudanese way under Revd 
Josie Steyler, Rector at Balga-Mirrabooka Parish.  

Our first parish council was formed in 2002 and 
Elder John was elected chairperson, with me as vice 
chairperson. This marked the beginning of the  
Sudanese church in Perth, which brings together all 
the Sudanese community. 

All the members and the elders after the formation 
of the parish council and agreed that, in the  
nearest future we should have one priest (me) two 
deacons (Rev Timon now and Lay member Eric). 
Me, Rev Obede, Mama Loice, elder John Woko and  

Revd Josie presented 
our plan to Bishop  
Brian in his office in 
Joondalup, after he had 
invited all the Sudanese 
church members to his 
house for lunch. 

Bishop Brian asked me 
if I would be able to 
start the theology program in Murdoch. At the time 
I was doing my commerce bachelor’s degree at  
Curtin and said I wouldn’t mind, if it was possible to 
combine my current studies with the theology  
program. The head of the theology department at 
Murdoch Revd Dr John, told me this was not  
possible and advised me to complete my bachelor’s 
degree first and then start the theology degree, if 
that was still the plan. I graduated from Curtin in 
2006 and all along actively and fully supported my 
church. I felt I was truly called to God’s service and 
kept my promise to do theology studies to better 
equip me to serve God’s people. 

In 2011, I joined the Aspirant program (now called 
enquirer) and to start Formation in 2012 but due to 
financial difficulties with young newly settled family 
in Perth I was unable to start. The diocese was able 
to help with $250 a month which in my situation 
would not do much. I then planned to start in 2013 
but also had an accident at my work place which 
took most the year to recover. 

In 2014 I started the formation program part time 
because I had to balance formation and work to 
help support my family financially. Things changed 
when the Diocese was able to increase financial 
assistance. 

All along, my community had been supporting me 
spiritually and materially and they believe that I am 
able to reach out with the word of God, not only to 
the Sudanese but other communities too. 

During my formation program up to my ordination 
as a deacon on 24 January 2018, I did four  
placements in Anglican Parishes - St Marks 
Whitfords, Holy Cross Balcatta, Hamersley, St 
Mary’s Swan, and Karrinyup. I am thankful to God 
for the Diocese of Perth for their support  
throughout the formation program.  

Lastly, special thanks to my loving parish and the 
community of Mundaring for warmly welcoming 
and accepting me as Curate to participate and  
assist in the mission of the parish. God bless you all. 
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KIDS PAGE... 

Kids–in-Church 

Children’s stories and activities have continued. 

We read and heard about some of the Women in 
the New Testament with appropriate activities 
while Rev Kim was on leave. 

The Children are retaining an amazing grasp of the 
stories and can relate the stories to Christian ideals. 
The Children enjoy the activities with bling, stickers 
and colouring and there is a huge variety – all done 
with lots of energy and creativity!! 

The ladies in the café on Friday morning are an 
enormous help in preparing the activities –  
including cutting out. 

JAN 

Kids@Church 

At  KIDS@CHURCH in August the theme was 

“The world-wide family’. Rev’d Oliver read the  
story and the main activity was children blowing 
paint onto the world map showing how Christianity 
can spread throughout the countries. The children 
were able to see the various countries in the world 
and where some of the church members come 
from. The second activity was building stick figures 
out of fruit. 

In September the theme was “The Movement of 
the Holy Spirit”. The story was about “The Dry 
Bones” and the activities reflected the new growth. 
One was the movement of the Holy Spirit using  
paper cups and streamers. The second activity was 
creating skeletons out of pipe cleaners. 

Rev’d Oliver concluded both services with prayers 
and everyone enjoyed a meal and games  
afterwards in the Parish Centre. 

JAN 

KIDS@CHURCH 
 

  

 

 

Our next kids@church is on  

Saturday  
17 November 2018 

@ 5.00pm 
The theme for November is  

Advent 
All are welcome 

Followed by supper and games  
in the Parish Centre 

“There can be no keener revelation of a society’s 

soul than the way in which it treats its children.” 

Nelson Mandela 

Be who you are and say what you feel,  

because those who mind don’t matter and 

those who matter don’t mind.  

Dr Seuss 

 

ANGLICAN PARISH OF MUNDARING 

EPIPHANY CHURCH  

 Mann Street, MUNDARING  

 
Children’s Christmas Eve  

5.00pm Monday 24 December 

Celebration 

KIDS@CHURCH 
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Monday’s 9.30-11.00am during school term 
for children up to 4 years of age,  

accompanied by a  
parent or other adult carer.  

 

Music and dance, story, morning tea and play 
time. 

MtM activities can assist children to: 
Improve coordination and language skills 

Increase vocabulary 
Build confidence and social skills 

Develop creativity 

 
There is a charge of $4 per family. 

WORLD VISION 

We have recently received the annual progress report on our 
sponsored child in India. Lali is thirteen years old and studying 
in grade eight in school. Emphasis this year for Lali, her family 
and local community has been on the rights and safety of  
children. She says she enjoys her family life celebrating their 
cultural festivities by lighting lamps and fire cracker as well as 
going to market. Her smile reveals a happy young girl who tells 
us she lives in a house made of sticks. 

MURIEL M 

Here is our 2019 

KIDS@CHURCH calendar 

with dates, times and 

themes for the year. 

The KIDS@CHURCH Team 

will be distributing them 

later in the year. 

The calendar has a  

magnetic strip on the back 

so you can put it on your 

fridge for easy reference. 

We also have a brochure 

about KIDS@CHURCH that 

you can find in the  

brochure rack in the parish 

centre hallway. 
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A picture tells a thousand stories, and pictures of our Annual Community Fair tell many stories of families and 

friends from our local community having a great time. Stories the pictures do not tell are of the people who  
organised the event, helped on the day setting up, being around to aid and assist, and put things away. Thank 
you to all these people and to everyone who attended and made our ‘community day’ such a success. 

ANNUAL COMMUNITY FAIR 2018 

Photos by 
Emily 
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PARISH FACEBOOK 

Our Parish joined Facebook in April this year and it 

has been a great platform to share what’s  
happening in the Parish.  

So far we have used Facebook to promote our 
events, share verses related to the weeks readings, 
and communicate our different services. 

The Parish also established a Social Media Policy 
which is available to read from the brochures rack 
in the Parish Centre. This policy outlines how, as a 
Parish, we can use social media effectively and  

- Lena 

appropriately.  

Are you on Facebook? Like our page ‘Mundaring 
Anglican Parish’ to give our page some support and 
keep up to date with 
what’s happening.  

Don’t forget to share 
our page too so we can 
reach more people, 
especially those  
outside the Parish.  

COMMUNITY CANCER SUPPORT  - John 

cancer and the support and help we offer others in 
order to give them rest. Jesus offered his ‘yoke’ 
which was light and easy, to carry them through 
their difficult times. 

The hymn selection brought energy, brought  
uplifting and brought familiarity. Amazing Grace 
was the realisation that we are not alone, while 
Lord of the Dance clearly directed us in  
understanding that God was eternal and had  
endured significant burdens. In finishing with  
Morning Has Broken, we appreciated the prospects 
and opportunities in life that lay ahead with hope 
and fresh beginnings (for the writer it brought 
warm memories from my younger days). 

I wore my light blue ribbon to acknowledge my  
involvement with Prostate Cancer. I left my  
morning worship understanding the support and 
love that is given to me (and from God and your 
loved ones, to you). 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 
The kids story and activities featured the Slip (on a 
shirt) / Slap (on a hat) / 
Slop (on some sun 
screen) / Seek (some 
shade) / Slide (on sun 
glasses) message from 
the Cancer Council WA 
through a delightful  
story about various sun 
aware Australian  
animals. 

Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I 
will give you rest.”  Matthew 11:28. 

The theme for our worship on the twenty first 

Sunday after Pentecost was “Come to Me”.  
Together with this, the service was an  
acknowledgement and dedication for those whose 
lives are affected by cancer. Rector Kim offered 
hope and support, not only to those who have 
known first-hand the diagnosis and treatment of 
cancer, but also those who have lost loved ones 
and friends to this disease. Within our congregation 
and the parishioners, a cancer diagnosis is known 
to affect nearly every part of the body and a subtle 
reminder of the extent of the disease was offered 
in the Order of Service. For the numerous forms of 
cancer, a variety of colours represented the  
different support groups and the ready recognition, 
and each worshiper was able to access their  
particular symbolic coloured ribbon and wear it as 
an acknowledgement of their personal attachment.  

Lighting a candle in church is a symbolic gesture but 
the candle I lit, and you lit, was for a more specific 
purpose – a prayer for those affected by cancer. 

Reverend Oliver’s sermon was Jesus thanking his 
Father. Just as Jesus told his disciples that could not 
bear his burdens after they offered to sit at his side 
as support, so too did he offer to give them rest 
from their burdens. This offer of support is clearly a 
message that we as Christians can take to others 
and alleviate some of the stresses in life that  
burden us all. One of these stresses is the disease  
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2019 PARISH CALENDAR 

If you have not yet purchased your 2019 parish 

calendars please see Margaret O. We have again 

kept the price down to $10 each because our  

calendar is not a fundraiser it is a way of promoting 

our parish. They make a terrific addition to your 

home and are great presents for family and friends 

overseas, interstate and locally. 

In line with our tradition of using original works, 

the 2019 calendar features the art of Jan Yates. 

Jan’s vibrant and colourful style and interesting 

subjects will brighten every month during 2019.  
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