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Welcome to Issue 7 of Parish Matters that coincides with our Spring 

season in WA with its new growth and new life. We hope you like  

the cover pictures of just two of the plants we associate with  

this time of the year. As always we have parish events in  

words and pictures, information on parish ministries,  

coming events and interesting stories.   
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Charlie the Champion 

 30 July 5th Sunday lunch 

 Community Spring Fair 

 Celebrating Community Calendar Competition 

 Community Cancer Support Service 

 kids@church 
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         ...and much more 

Front AND BACK coverS:  

Boronia - a genus of >160 species of flowering plants in the citrus family Rutaceae.   

Bottle Brush - members of the genus Callistemon belonging to the family  
Myrtaceae, closely related to paperbark melaleucas. 

Photographs by Martin  

Editorial team: Ann and Noelene  

EDITORS NOTE: Apologies 

for the error on the front 

cover of Issue 6. The  

correct date of Issue 6 was  

July 2017.  
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‘Be strong and courageous’ (Deuteronomy 31:6) 

The cold, wet days of winter are behind us and all 

around the signs of spring are bursting forth. The  

flowers that WA are rightly famous for are showing 

their full glory this spring and one of the reasons 

attributed to the fine show of flowers is the amount of 

rain we have had this winter. We have endured the 

wet conditions, to be rewarded with beauty all around 

and thinking of this I was reminded of an old saying, 

‘It’s always darkest before the dawn’. It is believed this 

was written to encourage people to carry on even 

when things seemed impossibly tough.  

In the Bible too, there is much to help us get through 

both the good and bad times of life. There are words 

of encouragement and a promise from God that  

whatever we are going through, he is there with us 

and as Moses repeated God’s promises to the people 

of Israel (who were having it really tough!) in  

Deuteronomy 31:6 ‘the LORD your God will never 

leave you or forsake you’, we can be sure that promise 

is for us too. 

We celebrated those who had gone through the tough 

stuff in our Cancer Service in October and we  

remembered those who had fought the good fight and 

had left us. From conversations and comments after 

the service, I can see that it is something that gives 

comfort to those who are affected by cancer, not just 

the sufferers and survivors but those who have stood 

alongside someone in their journey.  

Since the last edition of Parish Matters there has been 

much to celebrate. As you will read in this edition, we 

have been working hard as a parish to bring the light of 

Christ into our community and to encourage one  

another in our churches as disciples of Christ.  

We have been thinking of how we can be a more  

welcoming church, of how we can encourage young 

people to engage with the services and many other 

things.  

 

October sees the first ‘Messy Church’ at Wooroloo 

and we hope that we will bring God’s love to the  

children of that area.  

I am incredulous that a year has gone by since I was 

commissioned as Rector to the Mundaring Parish and 

looking back it has been a year of mixed feelings, with 

missing family and friends in the UK but also the joy of 

living and working here. I am also celebrating passing 

my motorcycle test (hoorah!) and had a great time 

riding around the countryside with my son who was 

generously loaned a bike while he was visiting  

recently.  

I hope you enjoy this edition of Parish Matters and  

celebrate all the good things that happen in our Parish 

as we give thanks to God for his faithfulness and the 

faithfulness of his people.     

     Kim 

- Rev Kim Thomas, Rector FORWORD 

 

 

 

 

Let all you do, be done in love. 

I Corinthians 16:14    
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30 JULY 5th SUNDAY 

The third Fifth Sunday Lunch for 2017 was held on 30 July. 

Originally the 10am service was going to be a Volunteers 
Service until it was changed, so in keeping with that, the 
theme chosen for the lunch was a soup kitchen.  

Due to the unpredictable cold and wet weather, which was 
good for the farmers, the lunch was held in the Parish  
Centre. As the tables are now kept in the Op Shop, Lloyd 
and Peregrin carried up the tables and arranged them trying 
to get the best seating plan. A big thank you to them both 
as this was not an easy task. The Parish Centre was  
decorated with white table cloths and red napkins. A  
wonderful place mat was designed by Ann with soup recipes 

taken from the parish cook book, thank you Ann.  

A wonderful variety of soups were provided once again by parishioners: pumpkin, pea and ham, chicken and  
vegetables, tomato and capsicum, cauliflower and vegetable and mulligatawny. Thank you one and all.  For  
dessert we had apple sponge, trifle, apple and rhubarb crumble and rice pudding, served with either cream or 
custard.  Each and every one of them was delicious and again 
provided by parishioners. The luncheon was another great 
team effort.  

A special thank you to Julie and Sylvia who helped set up and 
prepare the tables on the Friday afternoon and those who 
helped with the clean-up after the lunch, which included 
putting away all the chairs and taking the tables back down to 
the Op Shop.  

- Noelene 

Jake trusted me and I took his life in the name of 
kindness and to avoid him from suffering any more. I 
felt that I betrayed his trust. It destroyed me those 
last moments as I held him before the difficult  
decision was made and the trip to the vet. 

However I don’t regret anything about our life  
together. The grief I felt was all consuming, he was 
my best friend and companion when no one else was 
there. He was my constant, now the house is empty 
without him. 

Only those who have been lucky enough to  
experience this kind of love will understand the grief 
and loneliness. I loved him, he was my baby.    

JAKE - Noelene 

It has been four months since I lost my beloved Jake 

“my beautiful loving pussy cat”. He was eighteen and 
half years old and I tried everything to avoid the end 
of our relationship. It was a relationship in every way; 
we did everything together, the mundane and the joy 
in our lives and at night we slept together and snored 
together. 

Photographs this page provided by Noelene 
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We have received a letter of thanks for our  

sponsorship of Sumiyabazar in Mongolia. Her  
community has reached the stage where sponsorship 
is no longer needed. We wish Sumiyabazar all the 
very best in the future. 

Our sponsorship has been transferred to Lali in India. 
We have received this letter and picture from Lali and 
hope to be hearing more from 
her soon. 

Our other little girl, Byfflore, 
will be celebrating her 9th 
birthday soon. A birthday card 
and a small gift supplied by 
World Vision have been signed 
and sent to her on behalf of 
her friends at Mundaring  
Anglican Parish. 

-  Muriel WORLD VISION NEWS  

-  Peregrin BRIDGES TO PEACE 

On Saturday 19 August 

we attended this very 
lovely and moving event, 
held at St Cuthbert’s  
Anglican Church in  
Darlington. It was jointly 
organised by the church 
and Mundaring Baha'I 
Community.  

About 50 people attended from several different faith 
traditions to pray for peace in our world. There were 
Buddhists, Baha'is, Hindus, Christians, Zoroastrians 
and Muslims. Faith representatives came from all 
over the Perth area to share their faith’s particular 
prayers for peace, including Venerable Thupten 
Lodey from the Tibetan Buddhist centre in Hamilton 
Hill - pictured above. (Photograph provided by  
Peregrin).  

We were treated to a special mini concert of children 
singing beautiful songs of peace and love to the 
neighbour – a wonderful adjunct to their education.  

To conclude, each of the faith 
representatives lit a candle for 
peace and delivered their faith’s 
version of the Golden Rule.  

Perhaps one of the most  
enriching aspects of the day was 
the sharing afterwards over afternoon tea with  
people from a wide and diverse faith background, all 
affirming what connects us, no matter what religion -  
love.  

This was the first of an ongoing series of prayer  
gatherings and the next one is scheduled for Saturday 
November 11, 3pm at St Cuthbert’s, Darlington. 

Interfaith Prayer Gathering 
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Was it the excitement, or the chilly morning breeze 

that had everyone shivering? It seemed to empower 
everyone regardless: by 7am the rapidly growing army 
of volunteers had already started busying themselves 
with the innumerable tasks for the opening of the  
Parish Community Fair! 

From marquees to merry-go-round, bouncy castle to 
bunting strung up along the trees on the Mann Street 
footpath, Op-shop displays, tables, chairs, barbeques, 
food and signage, stalls and entertainers, old cars and 
men; all needed setting up, carrying out, pushed 
around or moved (especially the men!). 

Much work was carried out before the day of the Fair 
in getting our buildings and grounds ready and  
prepared as the backdrop to all the Fair attractions. 
Thank you to everyone involved.  

COMMUNITY SPRING  

some skills - we thought there would be much that the 
local community were going to like about our little 
community Fair. 

And like it they clearly did. Once the morning warmed 
up, the crowds steadily grew, enticed by the Op Shop’s 
famous Market Day attractions of quality goods and 
cakes and preserves stalls. Parents, kids and curious 
individuals spilled out from the crush of the Op Shop 
throngs into the Fair proper to be greeted by new and 
interesting stalls promoting and selling natural earth 
products, designer cards and stationery, scented  
candles and other wares.   

Hours of entertainment and fun were on offer for the  
young at the Fair. The Magician mesmerised the kids 
with bewildering magic tricks and balloon sculptures. I 
was entranced - er,.. I mean, the kids were entranced 
for hours. I’m not sure what the Magician’s adult  
audience found more entertaining though, his tricks or 
his outrageously dry humour! 

If magic was not your cup of tea, then there was an 
actual cup of tea, Devonshire in fact, put on by the 
CWA to be enjoyed in the Parish café - a popular  
retreat for parents while their children were being  
entertained.  

After months of organising, during which ‘to do’ lists 
seemed to grow longer rather than shorter the closer 
we got to the Fair, disparate ideas and details became 
plans and actions and all gradually came together for 
the 30th September. But how could it not? With our 
God at the helm, and a keen and enthusiastic bunch of 
parishioners to assist – a few of whom actually had  
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FAIR 2017 -  Laurence 

We also had the superb aroma of the sausage sizzle 
floating all around, run by the NFP organisation Fresh 
Start, that enticed many people to venture into the 
Fair. 

Peri’s foot massage was as popular as ever. We may 
need to install a ‘take a ticket’ system for Peri next 
time! I heard some people even had a double session.  
I imagine Peri will need a hand massage after all that 
foot massage. Thanks Peri, for all your hard work and 
dedication.  

Walter from the Chidlow Spinners demonstrated his 
craft, showed people how to spin and answering crafty 
questions! Rob on loan from the UK was our 1st Aider 
who thankfully wasn’t called upon to carry out any 1st 
Aid. Thank you Rob. 

The Fair also had animals and cartoon characters  
running amok thanks to the very talented face painter, 
who tirelessly created every obscure character  
request she received from excited children. Not 
wanting to disappoint, she even looked unfamiliar 
characters up on the spot using her phone. And if that  

Fair photographs by Martin and Ann 

wasn’t enough to keep the kids busy (and parents 
worn-out) there were Jan’s children’s activities, and 
free rides on the merry-go-round and bouncy castle. 
Thank you Craig for being our eyes and ears on the 
spot to make sure everything on the rides went well. 

Visitors, game enough to explore the church building, 
were greeted by the ever-cheerful Peter who   
enthusiastically waxed lyrical regarding the Parish’s 
history through picture scrapbooks (from the feedback 
received on the day, you did a great job, Peter, many 
thanks). And those visitors able to free themselves 
from Peter’s hypnotic tones and enter the church  
itself, would have been impressed with Rev Jean’s 
beautifully decorated church celebrating our wedding,  
baptism and funeral services, as well as displaying the  
amazing artworks of the local school students who 
entered  the Parish’s ‘Celebrating Community’  
Calendar Competition. 

 

...over the page 
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The Anglican Diocese of Perth Synod was held over 
the weekend of Friday 6th to Sunday 8th of October. It 
began on the Friday evening with Eucharist at St 
George’s Cathedral in the city. Our very own Rev Kim 
led the intercessions. The ‘business’ side of Synod  
began on Saturday morning at Peter Moyes Anglican 
school in Mindarie. We travelled together as one, Kim, 
Julie, Noelene and myself (though not a Synod  
representative; I was there in my work capacity).   

On Saturday we opened with Morning Prayer  
addressed to God as Holy Wisdom led by the Revd 
Patrick King, Synod Chaplain. With 350 people praying 
in concert, it was a beautiful and moving experience, 
something I will always remember. 

SYNOD 2017 

Throughout Saturday and the Sunday afternoon  
sessions there were a few moments of tension and 
debate. However, Bishop Kate as Diocesan  
Administrator was wonderful. She exhibited grace, 
clarity, compassion and the correct amount of  
firmness to keep things on an even keel and moving 
along. There were plenty of breaks, good  
refreshments and regular prayer to keep us focused 
and spirit led.  

A couple of pieces of contentious legislation were 
withdrawn at the last moment and plenty of late  
motions introduced. It was very dynamic and lively 
but I never felt at any time the lack of Christian charity 
and patience.  

One of most special things was the chance to meet 
lots of new folk from around the Diocese and bump 
into old friends from long ago. On the way Kim  
mentioned a visiting American deacon who she had 
recently heard preach. One of the first visitors to the 
stall I was staffing had an American accent and I was 
able to ask, “Are you ...” – and he was!  

The venue was lovely, catering fulsome and  
magnificent. Though the days are long, the issues  
debated sometimes complex, I found the whole  
experience very inspiring. I hope I get to go again next 
year! Thanks to many, many people who organised 
Synod and our Mundaring Parish team who  
represented us with grace, humour and deep thought.   

- Peregrin 

Photograph supplied by Peregrin 

The Fair was a busy, hectic, fun, exciting, and  rewarding celebration of the 
role of the Church in our community. It exemplifies Christ’s teaching about  
loving, living and working together for the common cause of God’s truth - the 
light we shine to the world. Thank you to all those who worked so hard to 
make the Fair happen; from the organising and planning, to the setting up and 
packing away, manning the stalls and serving the public, and helping out in so 
many ways both before and on the day. From all that we learned and achieved 
this year, with God’s grace, next year’s Fair will only be better. 
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In 2018 we are continuing with our theme of using original artworks, which makes our calendars very special. 

We have listened to people and this year the weekend has been split so that Sunday is now the first day of each 
week plus public holidays are shaded. As you can see, the calendar will be very colourful and fun. Not all the  
children have given us a name for their artwork but you will be delighted when you see what some of them  
represent. It is hoped to have the calendar back from the printers by the end of October.  Please help to promote 
our parish in the community by buying a $10 calendar for family and friends, here and overseas, as well as  
yourselves. If you are yet to order a calendar please see Margaret O’M.  

‘Celebrating Community’ Calendar competition 

In conjunction with our Parish Community Fair, a competition was held 
to choose, from artwork submitted by pre-primary, year 1 and year 2  
students from participating schools for our 2018 Parish Calendar.  

Thirty seven pictures were submitted, all of a very high standard, and 
eleven were chosen for our Calendar. Judges Rev Kim, Laurence and Ann, 
attended school assemblies to present prizes of $30 cash to each of these 
11 winners.  

The kids were delighted to be winners and very proud to stand at the 
front of an Assembly to show their prize winning artworks.  We  
congratulate all the students who participated in the competition.  
Winning pictures can also be viewed in the gallery menu on our website. 
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Kids news 

Next KIDS@CHURCH  

 is on  

Saturday  
18 November  

@ 5.00pm 
The theme for November is  

Forgiveness 

All are welcome 

Followed by supper and games  
in the Parish Centre 

KIDS@CHURCH 

 

Monday’s 9.30-11.00am during school term for  

children up to 4 years of age, accompanied by a  
parent or other adult carer.  

Music and dance, story, morning tea and play time. 

Each term has a theme day such as children bringing their 

favourite toy animal or wearing their favourite colour. 

MtM activities can assist children to: 

Improve coordination and language skills 

Increase vocabulary 

Build confidence and social skills 

Develop creativity 

There is a charge of $4 per family. 

 

KIDS- N-CHURCH 

On 28 October at 4.00pm the first ‘Messy Church’ is 

being held for kids at St Francis, Wooroloo and we 
hope that we will bring God’s love to the children of 
that area.  

KIDS@CHURCH returned from the winter 

break in August with the theme ‘Celebration’.  

Rev Kim sewed beautiful golden vests for the girls to 
wear with bow ties for the boys, to make the  
occasion special. The activities were making large 
flowers based on cup cake liners.  

A special activity was the creating of an Altar cloth 
with the hand prints of the children and some of 
their parents. This was messy and particularly  
enjoyed by the children. To make the occasion even 
more special a Communion service was held. We all 
retired to the Parish Centre afterwards for dinner 
and games. 

In September Rev Kim was on holiday when the 
theme was Jesus healing the blind man.  

The K@C team led the activities, with the children 

making outrageous glasses a la Dame Edna -  
complete with green feathers, beads and stickers. 
The children were then able to further experiences 
sightlessness by touring around the church wearing a 
blindfold and making a name tag with their names in 
Braille.  

As usual the fellowship continued afterwards in the  
Parish Centre with dinner and games. 

Jan 

Story time has continued to be a part of our Sunday 

services enjoyed also by Revd Ray while Rev Kim was 
on holiday. The children have enjoyed a wide range of 
crafts: woolly standing sheep, a clock, mazes, chatter 
boxes, and decorated hats and more. A highlight was 
the boat which came into the church for the story of  
Peter and the stormy seas when Jesus walking on the 
water was recreated. Some of the story tellers are 
very creative! 

May the children and adults keep enjoying this part of 
the service. The children are really good at crafts and 
are willing to try so many different activities. 
        Jan 
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ST FRANCIS WOOROLOO - Kerry 

to whinny at appropriate times.  To accommodate this 
large animal, everyone went outside the Church for the 
blessing which worked really well, then returned inside to 
complete the service.    

As always, there was an absolutely delicious spread for 
morning tea, which was enjoyed by all who attended. 

Many thanks to Glenda for the wonderful Order of Service 
and notices - always so well presented. 

The sun shone brightly for our St Francis Day Service and 

the animals were all very well behaved. It was great to 
have Rev Kim back with us and in really good form,  
especially when acting out the 'Butterfly Song' - a real class 
act! 

Our animal population was predominantly dogs, but with 
the addition of one cat and one horse who always seemed  

Photographs provided by Kerry 

  If I Were a Butterfly 

If I were a butterfly, I'd thank you Lord for giving me wings, and if I were a  

robin in a tree, I'd thank you Lord that I could sing, and if I were a fish in the 
sea, I'd wiggle my tail and I'd giggle with glee, but I just thank you father for 
making me, me. 

If I were an elephant, I'd thank you Lord by raising my trunk, and if I were 
a kangaroo, You know I'd hop right up to you, and if I were an octopus, I'd 
thank you Lord for my fine looks, but I just thank you Father for making me, me. 

If I were a wiggly worm, I'd thank you Lord that I could squirm, and if I were 
a fuzzy wuzzy bear, I'd thank you Lord for my fuzzy, wuzzy hair, and if I were 
a crocodile, I'd thank you Lord for my great smile, but I just thank you Father for 
making me, me. 

regular SERVICE TIMES AT  

ST FRANCIS  

MORNING PRAYER: 2ND SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 

HOLY COMMUNION: 4TH SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 

MESSY CHURCH 

28 OCTOBER @ 4PM 

http://www.dltk-bible.com/%5C/butterflysong/robin.htm
http://www.dltk-bible.com/%5C/butterflysong/fish.htm
http://www.dltk-bible.com/%5C/butterflysong/elephant.htm
http://www.dltk-bible.com/%5C/butterflysong/kangaroo.htm
http://www.dltk-bible.com/%5C/butterflysong/bear.htm
http://www.dltk-kids.com/animals/mcrocodile.html
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The 2017 re-enactment started out complete with  

a piper and Police escort from Northam Shire on a 
very wet Friday morning on July 7th and headed 
north. It was great to experience some 30 days of fine 
weather once we left damp southern areas behind 
and so we were able to enjoy fantastic opportunities 
to sight-see along the way as well as meet with many 
local groups interested in our activities and always 
enjoyed seeing the tractor arrive in their towns. 

Our team was fortunate to have along a couple from 
the UK who are avid Australia travellers and also  
completely at home with social media, and so it was 
our trip became a real Facebook feast with new  
entries and photos constantly downloaded and ever 
growing support base. Everywhere we went, the 
comment was we had been followed on Facebook, 
something not even thought of for the 50th  
Anniversary trip. 

Camping opportunities were taken when and where 
they presented themselves and we camped in some 
truly spectacular places such as Marble Bar, Mary 
Pool, Carnarvon Gorge, Lake Argyle and Karumba, 
where the sunset cruise was very memorable. A 
campsite at Opthalmia Dam, near Newman, proved 
to be a very special surprise with a wonderful sunset 
over the waters – just one of many sunsets enjoyed 
at Derby, Broome, Darwin – always spectacular. 

All across the top of Australia, we met up with local 
support groups and enjoyed the scenery in perfect 
weather conditions. It came as a bit of a shock when 
suddenly the temperatures dropped below freezing 
when we hit the Dubbo area and the frost was as 
thick as snow.  Fortunately there was not a lot of rain 
where we travelled however, so enjoyed the very 
beautiful ever changing scenery as we wended our 
way down the Eastern side of the country. 

A highlight of our time in the East was to take the 
tractor to Bathurst to have a run around Mount  
Panorama. A second overseas couple, this time from 
NZ, joined us there and it was a lifetime dream of our 
friend Steve to drive the tractor around the circuit 
which he undertook with pride. 

Other special moments came when, at Meningie, SA, 
a Ford Custom Car of the same vintage as the one 
that had been the support for the original Tail End 
Charlie was brought to be photographed alongside 
our replica. Then an old Redex Rally Car was brought 
along to make a really special trio and bring back 
many memories of times long gone. 

The opportunity to have Charlie the Champion  
photographed at Parliament House was too great to 
miss, so on a bright sunny day in August, he was 
parked in front of the most important building in  
Canberra where surprised visitors joined our group to 
enjoy the occasion. A personal highlight was the  
invitation to lay a wreath at the ‘Last Post’ Service at 
the Australian War Memorial – a lasting memory, and 
very touching one.  

So Charlie the Champion, as the replica tractor is 
known, has twice circumnavigated this great country, 
covering close to 15,000kms on this trip.  It has been 
seen and admired by countless tractor enthusiasts, 
and has assisted in creating the awareness and funds 
to make our fund-raising efforts very successful.  

We were very appreciative of the ‘Pink Ladies’ who 
made an appearance at several of our stops – Darwin,  
Goulburn, Dubbo, Roma, Port Lincoln – all the ladies 
had stories to tell of their brush with Breast Cancer 
and were excited to have 
Charlie the Champion, with 
its truly inspired and  
enthusiastic crew. 

Our final total will be just 
over the $20,000 mark -  
donations are still coming in 
slowly. 

Ron and Kerry  

 

 

 

60TH ANNIVERSARY RE-ENACTMENT OF TAIL END 

CHARLIE’S 1957 ROUND AUSTRALIA RALLY 
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COMMUNITY CANCER SERVICE 

On Sunday 15 October the entrance to the church 

was decked out in yellow, and along with our order of 
service, we all collected a little rhinestone encrusted 
wooden heart as we entered the church. We were 
asked to write on the heart, the name of someone 
affected by cancer that we would like to pray for.   

This was hard. I really haven’t had any close  
encounter with cancer either as a sufferer, or as the 
friend or relative of one. I wrote down my mother’s 
name – Barbara.  She didn’t have cancer, but she was 
struggling. 

“Amazing Grace” was followed by the introduction 
and another amazing hymn “I Danced in the  
Morning” 

Kim’s sermon addressed just how insidious and  
invasive cancer is. It takes no prisoners. It is a  
dictator and a robber, and can take away the feeling 
of safety and security, take away the feeling that  
everything is OK.  

- Debbie  

Cancer robs you of joy, and destroys your  
confidence. Cancer brings grief. Grief as you think of 
the things you will miss out on, the things you will 
never be able to do again. It is unjust, and  
indiscriminate – affecting even those that have 
looked after themselves, eaten the right food, and 
exercised regularly.  

Even though I have not experienced cancer, I  
understood what she was saying. I recognised these 
feelings. I saw them in my mother, every day.  Her 
cancer was heart disease. She was losing her  
self-confidence, grieving for the things she could no  
longer do. I watched her try to read, blinking  
continuously as her eyes were so dry from all the 
drugs she had to take. I saw her struggle to get out of 
her chair, and inch her way to the table with the aid 
of a walker because of the fluid in her legs, and the 
pain she lived with. 

Then Kim spoke of the carers. The support network 
for cancer sufferers. She said it is a privilege to walk 
beside those that are suffering, and to do so as an 
expression of love. Jesus had his support team, and 
many of them were women. His own mother was 
with him when he died. To support someone in need 
– to walk with them, is a Christian testament of love. 

This really resonated with me. It was an absolute  
privilege to have my mum living in my home, and to 
be the one to care for her. I got that bit. 

What is it that keeps people with cancer going?  
Hope. Hope for a cure, hope for remission, and very 
often people do recover, just as Safina in the  
children’s story recovered. The going gets pretty 
tough though, Chemo, radiation, hair loss etc. None 
of these are much fun, and it takes a while to regain 
your former strength, but sometimes you’re a winner. 

But what about those that know they are terminal?  
There is no hope of remission, or a miracle cure here.  
What is their life line – their hope?  Well, it sounds 
like a tree, and it looks like a tree, but because this is 
a Christian story the answer is probably Jesus.  Bam.  
Right again!  Hope and comfort is Jesus Christ.  This 
was Kim’s message for us. More than hope of  
remission, is the knowledge that we have life  
everlasting.  Not just in the next life, but right now.  
The antidote for ‘loss of hope’ …is Jesus.  There is life 
on this earth, and life everlasting. 
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Above, Eleanor reads  the children’s story ‘Safina and the Hat 

Tree’ by Cynthia Hartman, written and beautifully illustrated for 
children. Safina is a teacher who is diagnosed with cancer. She 
loses her hair through chemotherapy and wears some  
wonderful hats, as well as getting lots of hugs from family and 
friends and get well wishes from her students. The main  
messages were that although Safina lost her hair and looked 
different, she was still the same person and also that people can 
and do get well from cancer, as Safina did. We had our very own 
hat tree in church and the children’s activity during the sermon 
was to make hats, as worm her by 
Rev Kim. Afterwards at morning 
tea, it didn’t take much for some of 
the big kids to try the hats on as 
you can see from the images over 
the page.  

Yesterday my mum lost her battle with heart disease - 
her brand of cancer. I have so much to be thankful for 
– so much to celebrate. She no longer deals with the 
pain that used to decimate her every day, she is free, 
she is safe and she happy. 

The gospel reading was Matthew 5:3-10 - the  
Beatitudes. Jesus speaks of hope. Loosely translated 
…”Happy are those that mourn, for you will know 
comfort and hope, and because you will have life  
everlasting”.  Cancer cannot touch hope, love or  
eternity. Jesus brings these. 

Photographs p.12-13 by Martin  

We all brought our little wooden hearts with their 
rhinestones and their special name forward and hung 
them on the tree of love to be blessed. 

I turned to my son, to my other church family  
members around me “peace be with you”.  It is a  
privilege to know that special peace and be able to 
live it every day. 

Communion followed and our service concluded with 
“Morning has Broken” and today I wonder what  
glorious sunrise my mum had this morning in the 
presence of our Lord. 
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Three people needing a lot of encouragement to have their photos taken make 
our Altar look so wonderful during our Sunday worship. You may not know who 
they are so please meet them: 

 

 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our terrific models, who needed very little encouragement (actually no encouragement at all). 

Helen is our Sacristan and in 
that role is in charge of looking 
after the sacred vessels,   
vestments, etc., in our church, 
including those on the Altar 
each week.  

Bev looks after the Altar 

cloths so they are  

beautifully laundered to 

look their very best. 

Muriel launders the linen each week 
that is used by Rev Kim and the  
Liturgical Assistant during Holy  

Communion.  

Thank you very much to this great team.  
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