PARISH MATTERS
Mundaring Anglican Parish Newsletter
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Ngaala kaaditj Noongar moort keyen kaadak nidja boodja.
[We acknowledge Noongar People as the original custodians of this land.]
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Welcome to Issue 6 of Parish Matters. Since our last issue we have
had our Annual Meeting, highlighting the years’ achievements and
appointing a new Parish Council. Some ministries have a new
Ministry Group Leader and some are in a new grouping - see
noticeboards for the latest version of Our Ministry Plan.
Our Action Plan 2017/2018 has also been released.
Together with articles about our events, regular
and new features, we hope you will again
enjoy a ’great read’.
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Front cover: A lone pomegranate in all its
splendour on the tree in the Parish Centre
garden in May this year. Botanical name Punica
granatum; a fruit-bearing deciduous shrub or
small tree in the family Lythraceae.

Editorial team: Ann and Noelene
Photographs: Lloyd, Noelene, Martin, Ann
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foreword

- Rev Kim Thomas

PRESSING ON

One of the things that left me awestruck when I first
visited Australia was the sheer scale of things, there
was so much space! The scenery was on a scale never
before seen, the skies were vast, roads were bigger,
there was so much wide-open space. I remember
thinking, ‘if ever I lived here, I would definitely have to
ride a motorbike!’.
Well, now I do live here and as many of you know I am
learning to ride a motorcycle. I have had lessons, got
some of the safety gear, bought a bike. I am ready for
my test – almost. One thing that is holding me back is
the ability to ride up a side street, do a U-turn, ride
back down the street and do another U-turn - a
manoeuvre known as O’s - all without putting my foot
to the floor.
Easy in theory. Mal, my instructor does it so well, he
smoothly glides round and demonstrates the perfect U
-turn, making it look so easy. I had to learn new
techniques – ‘turn your head the way you want to go
and the bike will follow’ Mal would say. ‘Keep your
eyes off the kerb!’ as I ran into the kerb, ‘turn your
head, stop overthinking this’. Fear gripped me, I was
going to fall off! I was never going to do this, my right
foot would come off the back brake and go to the
floor, the speed was all over the place. No matter how
much I prayed, how much I visualised Jesus sitting
behind me, I still couldn’t do it. Frustration gripped me
(and Mal too I think). With every lesson we spent time
practicing, I knew I couldn’t pass my test until I did my
O’s. Was my big dream in tatters? It looked like it. I
couldn’t give up, I had come so far, failure was not an
option, but I still couldn’t do it.

My experience showed me that sometimes things in
my life will be seemingly impossible. I may be put in
situations where I feel I have bitten off more than I can
chew, sometimes I put myself in those situations.
However I get there (and often I do think, ‘how on
earth did I get myself into this!’), I know I cannot give
up.
We all have things in our lives that challenge us and
sometimes that challenge comes from God. God
knows what we are capable of and often it’s scary for
us. We read so many accounts in the Bible from
people who did incredible things because they left
their ‘comfort zone’, just think of Abraham, Moses,
King David, Jesus’ disciples, Paul and many, many
more.
There are people today who change the world
because they refuse to give up and many of them
knew the strength from and blessing of God.
My example of learning to ride isn’t particularly holy,
but it has been done with plenty of prayer and I know
God has been with me all the way, as he has with so
many other things in my life. Maybe you just need to
know his strength today?
And we know that God works all things together for
the good of those who love Him, who are called
according to His purpose. Romans 8:28

Kim

This week we headed off on my lesson, I had a
fabulous ride around and then Mal said, ‘we’ll go to
the roundabout, straight on, turn right and then pull in
to the left’. Oh no, time to practice my O’s. I did as he
said, started off, turned in the road and rode around
beautifully! I had done it! I expected to see Mal
jumping for joy, but no reaction. ‘I did it!’ I said, and
did it again and again and again. ‘Knew you could’ was
the response.
Why am I telling you all this?
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Baptisms & 5th Sunday Lunch

The 30

- Noelene

th

April Sunday morning Eucharist Service was
a very special occasion for me as my Goddaughter
Taryn had her two beautiful children Mason and
Rylee baptised. It was a beautiful day and the children
were in their baptism outfits, Mason had on a bow tie
and Rylee looked like a princess in her white dress.
The church was packed with Taryn’s family, who
attended to witness them enter the
church family, as well as the regular
parishioners.
Rev Kim handled the situation well
and the children were very well
behaved considering. It was
Rev Kim’s second baptism but first
within the regular church service.
After the service the family all
joined us for the 5th Sunday lunch
in the Parish Centre Garden. The
family all enjoyed the church
hospitality and fellowship. The
Godmother was relieved that it all went off very well.

On a beautiful autumn Sunday the Fifth Sunday Lunch was held on the 30

th

April under marquees on the Parish
Centre Lawns. The marquees were erected by Lloyd, Helen, Ray and Don. The lawns had been mowed and tidied
by our diligent gardeners, Barrie and Vicki. The theme chosen was ANZAC day. In keeping with the theme the
marquees were decorated with Australian Flag Bunting; the tables decorated with an Australian Flag and
Rosemary for remembrance. Ann again provided the placemats, which reflected the ANZAC theme.
The meal in keeping with the theme was an Aussie Barbecue, cooked to perfection by Lloyd and Laurence with a
wide range of salads provided willingly by parishioners. Delicious desserts were also provided by parishioners
- the traditional Pavlova, Trifle and a wonderful cake of poppies cooked by Nathan.
Adding to the celebration it was Helen’s Birthday and a cake was provided and we all sang “Happy
Birthday” to her.
The luncheon was another team effort by parishioners. Special thanks to Julie and Helen.
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Kids Church

- Jan

At our May KIDS@CHURCH a group of families
met to celebrate Pentecost on the Church’s birthday.
We began with a welcome by Rev Kim, a song and
the story of Pentecost read by Eleanor. Rev Kim
explained how this was the beginning or birthday of
the church.
Activities centred around the sources of the wind and
the light or flames on the Disciple’s heads. Helen
designed windmills that each child made and Rev Kim
explained how to decorate glass candle holders with
flames and put a tealight candle in each. Mum’s
joined in and many spectacular candle holders
emerged. Lighting the candles was left for home.
The evening wound up with a meal of macaroni
cheese and red birthday cake. After supper the
children played games with their usual enthusiasm. A
great evening for all!!

KIDS@CHURCH
Next KIDS@CHURCH
is on

KIDS IN CHURCH
Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."
Matthew 19:14

Recently Rev Kim introduced the children’s story
and activity into the our Sunday services so that the
children could be more involved in our worship.
We have had a wide variety of stories including The
Lost Sheep, The Creation and the House on the Rock
and Sand. Some of our special stories have been the
story of Pentecost, along with the sound effects
thanks to Andrew and we have heard how important
the children were to Jesus.
We have a roster of readers, all of whom have
different ways of reading and telling stories, which
enables many to be involved with our ‘special’
people. There are examples of many activities, the
enduring circles of The Trinity, headbands with flames
for Pentecost, figures of Jesus and the children, the
beautiful boats on the waves.
I think this is enjoyed by the storytellers and the
congregation as well as the children. We have
included some examples of activities from the
children. A great effort by all.

Saturday
19 August @ 5.00pm
The theme for August is

Celebration
All are welcome to ‘Messy Church’
Followed by supper and games in the Parish
Centre
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The cost of Pentecost

Everyone arrived for Pentecost Sunday decked out in
red – except me – I forgot and wore black. We had a
special guest – Bishop Jeremy – looking resplendent
with his mitre and crozier. He opened the service
acknowledging the Noongar people, and I might add
- he speaks pretty good Noongar.
I was rostered to read the children’s story - wrestling
a pit full of tarantulas would have been less
intimidating. It was the story of Pentecost complete
with hurricane sound effects. The wind might have
frightened the apostles in their day, but the sceptical
little bunch I was reading to just wanted to know “How did you do that?” Haha.
Bishop Jeremy loved having the children involved in
the service, and commented in his sermon how much
he enjoyed speaking in a church where he could hear
children and not just his voice reverberating off the
cold stone walls.
The sermon was a bit like a school lesson. We all got
out our maps, and Bishop Jeremy pointed out all the
different countries people travelled from to be in
Jerusalem for Pentecost, and the number of different
languages that were spoken in those regions at the
time (3 different languages in Parthia alone).
He spoke of Babel – where the people built a tower to
reach the heavens so they could be like God, and how
God confused their language so they could not work
together to complete the tower. He said Pentecost

- Debbie

was like the reverse – all could hear the word of God
in their own language, uniting them again by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Then the questions came
thick and fast.
“What is the meaning of Pentecost?” (Fifty Days)
“What Jewish festival was Easter?” (First Fruits)
“What Jewish Festival was Pentecost?” (Harvest
Feast)
What do the tails on his mitre represent? (Old and
New Testaments)
If ever he was looking for a second job, I reckon he
could get a spot compering Family Feud or The Chase.
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to enable the disciples to
speak to all the nations of the world and tell them
about Jesus. 3,000 people were baptised the day the
Spirit came. The message we received from Bishop
Jeremy’s sermon was that the Holy Spirit didn’t come
for the disciples alone. He came to empower every
single one of us to tell others about Jesus.

But what is the “Cost” of Pentecost?
After Communion we were called to take up the
challenge.
Will we dare walk into God’s future trusting him?
Will we dare to love and grow together…pray for one
another?
Will we dare carry the light of Christ into dark places?
What does it cost to tell others about Jesus? For some
– the cost is higher than for others…
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Before we left church for morning tea, Bishop Jeremy
related the sobering story of Archbishop Janani
Luwum of Uganda – who knew the cost of speaking
out for Jesus would be his life…and it was.
I am sitting here, writing this, only 24 hours before I
am due to fly out to America for my holiday. I am
sooo… excited and have many expectations set by my
friends who have travelled there before me. They have
provided me with a list of “must see” places and
activities that I simply “must do”. Thinking of sharing
the story of Jesus reminded me about what one of
these seasoned travellers got up to on his holidays.

Peter, our head mechanic at the time, took his family
right across America. At every comfort stop, he stuck a
little “Steve’s Motorcycles” sticker under the toilet
seat. We have tiny little Steve’s Motorcycle stickers
planted all over America, and there must be tons of
blokes who have stood staring at our Steve’s logo for a
few seconds while they relieved themselves.
Do I dare spread the word of Jesus
throughout my life, just like Peter
spread Steve’s stickers right across
America? …by the Spirit’s Power I
will!

Photograph taken by Bishop Jeremy

Pentecost was a great time for our annual parish photograph. All the red will look wonderful on the big screen at
the Kookaburra movie theatre this coming season in our advertisement. Thank you everyone who took part.

Our Green Diocese

- Peregrin

TREE PLANTING @ WOLLASTON THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

On Sunday 25 June about 30 people met for the Tree Planting Day organised by
Anglican EcoCare and involving people from Parishes all across the Perth Metro
area, a few locals and a beagle named Lola.
All completed

The aim was to practically show our love and
stewardship for God’s creation by revegetating
Ready for the big dig
areas at Wollaston with native trees and shrubs,
including kangaroo paws. The plants and advice were provided by Friends of
Bold Park. It was a perfect day, lovely, clear and cool and the planting moved
swiftly with everyone involved. No sooner had someone removed a seedling
from its pot than wandering children would swiftly collect the pot. Everyone
(even the beagle) was involved and helped contribute to the day’s success.
Thanks to Anglican EcoCare for organising the event and all involved.
If you would like to know more about EcoCare visit their website
http://ecocare.perth.anglican.org/ or call Radhika on 9286 0276.
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Trinity Sunday

- Laurence

On Trinity Sunday we celebrated the mystery of our amazing triune God.
The service emphasised the wonder of God’s three-in-one nature, reminding us that
we indeed have a God who is above all and unique in His fullness as Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. I found the choir’s leading of the hymns particularly stirring this Sunday.
The children heard the creation story, that introduced them to God’s three person
reality. Reverend Kim recalled for the children, an analogy that can help people grasp the idea of a triune God.
An egg is made up of three parts; its shell, its white and its yolk. Separately, they are distinct parts of the egg,
each with their own characteristics, but together they make up one egg. This can help us understand that God is
three separate persons that exist as one God.
God as three persons can be a challenging concept. Reverend Kim spoke in her sermon about some of the
struggles people have in understanding the Trinity. Some people come to accept the idea even though it
remains largely a mystery to them. We all can only draw on what’s around us for our understanding of anything.
For Christians though, our knowledge of the Bible allows us to expand our reality to include things we may not
personally experience, but which become part of our everyday reality through faith.
Probably few of us truly understand the Trinity. As the Bible says, ‘We only see in part.’ However, our faith in a
God who proves His majesty and mystery to us time and again allows us to accept the reality of His triune
personality. To us, God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit is no less acceptable than His universe that surrounds us,
and His love that dwells within us. All of it fills us with wonder, amazement and mystery – a reality that is truly
God-given.
Our thanks once again to Reverend Kim, and all those faithful servants who prepare and contribute to such
uplifting Sunday services - they really nurture and carry us through our days.

EDITORS NOTE: Found this quote that you may find illuminating - "Bring me a worm
that can comprehend a man, and then I will show you a man that can comprehend the
Triune God."
John Wesley

Around the parish
DO YOU KNOW WHO
PUTS THE NUMBERS IN
OUR SUNDAY HYMN
BOARD?

Well, that would be
Malcolm.

The big tree in the parish centre garden has gone. It

Thank you Malcolm you
do a great job of helping
us find the hymns each
week.

was quite a challenge for the climbers who needed
extra strong ropes to lower the huge and heavy
limbs. The climbers took a picture of the top of the
tree showing that the trunk was completely rotten.
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Annual Meeting 2017

On Sunday 18 June at 11.25am, Rev Kim opened our
Annual Meeting 2017 with prayer. Thirty five people
attended the meeting.
The minutes of last year’s Annual Meeting, the
Rector’s report, Wardens’ report, Treasurer’s
report and financial reports, Ministry Group Leader
reports and Action Plan reports were all tabled and
Motions made and carried to accept them.
Rev Kim proposed that the Annual Meeting agree to
the number of Parish Councillors be set as up to 6
members. A Motion was carried accepting this.
The number of nominations received meant a vote
for Council membership was not required and the
following were appointed to Parish Council.
Sylvia Randall, Warden (Rector’s nomination)
Noelene Teague, Warden
Julie Ryan, Warden
Muriel Mason, Councillor
Martin Revell, Councillor
Jennifer Norman, Councillor
Ann Revell, Councillor
Peregrin Campbell-Osgood, Councillor (Rector’s
nomination)
Jean Routley, Additional Clergy (Rector’s
nomination)

At the service on
Sunday 25 June
Martin said that it
was felt we did not
fully thank Rev Kim
at the Annual
Meeting for leaving
her home in the UK
and relocating to
Australia to be with
us in Mundaring
parish and for the work she has done since arriving
here in October last year.
Eleanor presented Rev Kim with
flowers to show
our thanks and
appreciation.
Rev Kim said it
was especially
fitting because
Eleanor had
presented her
with flowers at the airport when she arrived.

Gillian McFarlane, Julie Ryan, Muriel Mason and
Martin Revell were appointed as Clergy Nominators.
Mr John Gilfellon was thanked for his work as our
Auditor again this year and reappointed as Hon
Auditor for this coming year.
Rev Kim closed the meeting with prayer at 11.57am.
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PC Commissioning
BACK ROW L-R:

Martin, Rev Kim,
Peregrin
FRONT ROW L-R:

Ann, Jennifer,
Noelene (Warden),
Muriel, Julie
(Warden), Sylvia
(Warden)

The new Wardens and Parish Council were Commissioned at the Sunday service on 2 July. Rev Jean, additional
clergy member of Council, was unfortunately unable to be present.

PC Away Day

- Peregrin

The Parish Council attended an annual ‘Away Day’ on
Saturday 1 July. It wasn’t too far away – St Barnabas’
in Kalamunda. The Council normally meets for shorter
meetings throughout the year and members discuss
their ministries with each other. By dedicating an
entire day, in a venue away from the Parish, we were
able to focus ourselves to discern how best to serve
the parish for the next year.
St Barnabas was a lovely venue, a modern church with beautiful furnishings and spirit. The rector, Revd John
Ward, made us very welcome. As we started with morning tea, purchased from their community café, we
automatically started comparing and contrasting with our café, seeing if we could improve in any way!
Throughout the day we reflected on where God may be calling us as a parish, and how we may best serve that
call. We examined the new Action Plan for 2017-2018, available in printed form from the Parish Centre and soon
on the website. There is also a poster version to look at – this is needed because trying to list all our successes
and projects requires small print! The parish has 87 separate ministries and the council is determined to see
them all succeed.
We reviewed the Ministry Plan, examining what we are doing well, what may need improving and what areas we
may be called to let go of for now (not many of those). We made plans and discussed how best to do things
throughout the day. After lunch we practiced a session of Christian mediation to deepen our connection to God.
We closed with a simple though very beautiful Eucharist led by Reverend Kim.
The purpose of the day, to re-establish the council (following the election at the recent Annual Meeting) as a
coherent team working to fulfil our Vision and Mission for the next year. This was easily achieved through the
generosity, grace and fellowship of everyone there. God calls every Christian to minister, to serve and love as
deeply as we can. For the members of the Parish Council this is this part of their ministry.
Our Vision: To share life with each other and with God through good times, troubled times and through
change; Together in belonging and blessing.
Our Mission: We travel the way amongst the hills always towards life through: Radical Hospitality; Passionate
Worship: Intentional Faith Development: Risk Taking Mission and Service; and Extravagant Generosity.
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St Francis
Hello friends in Christ
l am proud to be representing the Wooroloo
congregation as a member of Mundaring Parish
Council. I am pleased to be a member of Wooroloo
Church since August 2008 when John and I moved to
Wooroloo from Maddington after 18 years
worshiping at St. Luke's Anglican Church.
Kind regard Jennifer Norman

TAIL END CHARLIE

The first Chamberlain Champion 9g model tractor
was built in 1955. In 1957 a Champion took part in the
Mobilgas round Australia Rally as the official sweep
vehicle, towing many a car out of a sticky situation
and earing the nickname Tail End Charlie.
Ron and Kerry Bywaters took part in a 50th
re-enactment rally in 2007 using a replica Champion
and have been very busy over the past 2 years
organising a 60th Round Australia Rally re-enactment.
Tail End Charlie has partnered with the Prostate
Cancer Foundation of Australia and Breast Cancer
Network Australia, and on its travels will promote the
benefits of early detection of these cancers and fund
raise. Every dollar raised will be distributed to these
two organisations.
Friday 7 July 2017 started off very cold and wet when
Charlie attended a breakfast in Wundowie to launch
him and his crew on their way. Charlie then travelled
to Northam for another send-off. The rain stopped for
a while and the sun came out as a group of around 50
gathered to hear speakers from the Shire of Northam,
Prostate Cancer Foundation, Breast Cancer Network
Australia and Ron Bywaters. Our Rev Kim gave Charlie
and the team a blessing for the journey and
presented Ron with a cheque for $2,000 from the
Mundaring Anglican Parish as our contribution to the
fund raising.

Top: Tail End Charlie driving through Northam to join
well-wishers at the send off.
Above Left: Kerry and Ron with Charlie.
Above Right: Rev Kim presenting the parish cheque to
Ron before giving Charlie, the team and the journey a
blessing.
Below: Ron and some of the team.

Charlie, Ron, Kerry and the rest of the team will travel
15,000kms in 57 days, with the adventure concluding
at the National Balloon Championships in Northam on
1 September.
You can find out more about Charlie on his website www.tailendcharliethetractor.org

11

Mundaring Anglican Parish
Rector: Rev Kim Thomas
The Church of the Epiphany Mundaring
The Church of St Francis Wooroloo
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11 Mann Street, Mundaring 6073
Tel: 9295 1029
Email: mundaringparish@westnet.com.au
www.mundaringanglicanparish.com
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