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Ngaala kaaditj Noongar moort keyen kaadak nidja boodja.
[We acknowledge Noongar People as the original custodians of this land.]

Contents
Welcome to Issue 5 of our Parish Matters magazine. We have all the
news about Lent, Easter and other parish activities plus familiar and
new features. As Editors, one thing we love about Parish Matters is
that many different people write the stories and articles. So, we
are casting our net even wider. If you want to give your writing
talents a whirl please see Noelene about writing an item for
our next issue. Also, see Noelene if you would like us to
feature your parish ministry so our magazine continues
to highlight the energy and vitality of our parish.

In this edition...


Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday and Lent



Palm Crosses and Palm Sunday



Holy Week, Agape, Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday



Easter Dawn and Childrens & Family services



St Francis Wooroloo



Easter BBQ breakfast and Resurrection Party



January 5th Sunday lunch



Our new Social Justice ministry
...and much more

Front cover: Corymbia ficifolia - commonly known
as the red flowering gum or Albany red flowering
gum. It is one of the most commonly planted
ornamental trees and is flowering in Mundaring as
this Issue goes to print.

Editorial team: Ann and Noelene
Photographs: Martin, Ann
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Foreword

- Rev Kim Thomas

New life for all

Looking back at the first
Easter I have celebrated in
Mundaring, I feel
overwhelmingly thankful.
Thankful for the faith that
causes us to celebrate and
thankful for the new
Christian family that I
celebrated with. As I have
now been the Rector for 6
months and have now gone through Easter, I have
been told that I am no longer the ‘new’ Rector!
New things are often a mixture of excitement and fear.
The thought of coming to a new country gave rise to
both emotions and when I announced I was emigrating
to Australia there were many comments that I was so
‘brave’. (I think there was an element of ‘at your age’
attached to those comments too!) I didn’t feel brave
but I did wonder what living in Australia held for me.
The other question I have had to answer a lot since
coming here is ‘what made you come to Australia?’
The answer, in a nutshell, is God. He has taken a sense
of calling and transformed it into reality and so much
has happened to get me here, that coincidence has
been replaced by ‘Godincidence’.
We are in a season where the natural world around us
is slowing down and preparing for a period of
hibernation and renewal over the winter months. It’s a
vital part of regeneration and the change in
circumstances is all a part of new life. For us humans
too, a change can be beneficial, but only if the
conditions are right. I was offered a job in Melbourne
15 years ago and my Australian dream could have
started then, but the time wasn’t right. God knew
what was to come and there were a few difficult years
ahead where I needed to be where I was. I was so glad
I didn’t come to Australia then, but God didn’t forget
me – I firmly believe that.

When we celebrate on Easter
Day, we remember that to
Jesus’ followers, everything
was lost and hopeless the day
Jesus went to the cross and
was executed as a common
criminal. What appeared
hopeless and pathetic to
bystanders was actually
powerful and positive. Jesus’ death seemed to be the
end – but as we know it was just the beginning. When
his broken and tortured body was taken from the
cross and laid in the grave, his family and friends must
have wondered what they were going to do. After
three days of silence the grave could not hold him and
he burst out of that grave, new life for Jesus and new
life for us! The power of death was defeated and we
were given new life through him. From silence and
apparent inaction came joy and blessings beyond our
imagining.
Maybe you may be wondering what God has for you.
Perhaps you may be thinking you are in the autumn or
winter of your lives, just remember, it’s not over until
God says it’s over!
(Even then it’s just a temporary relocation issue.)
Happy Easter! May God bless you and remind you of
his love for you – a love that promises life everlasting
– now that’s worth celebrating!

Kim
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January recollections...

OPEN DAY AT KIM’s

Everyone knew the date and the venue for Kim’s
FIFTH SUNDAY LUNCH

The first Fifth Sunday Lunch for 2017 was held on 29
January. The theme chosen for the lunch was a
celebration for Australia Day. Due to unpredictable
weather with thunderstorms expected, the luncheon
was held in the Parish Centre. The Parish Centre was
awash with Australiana, Australian Flag Bunting,
Serviettes, Placemats and Flags on all of the Tables.

The expected thunderstorms did not eventuate and
with the air conditioner on the blink it was a little
warm but it did not seem to stop those who attended
from enjoying the day. In keeping with Australia Day a
barbecue lunch was provided, Lamb Chops and
Sausages, which were cooked to perfection by Martin
and Laurence. A wonderful variety of salads was
provided once again by parishioners, potato salad,
green salad, pasta salad, coleslaw, carrot salad and
rice salad. Thank you one and all. Pavlovas, trifle
and a beautiful cake were presented for dessert,
each and every one of them delicious and again
provided willingly by parishioners. The luncheon
was another team effort by parishioners.

Open Day at the new Rectory, but no one could have
expected the weather to be so inhospitable. It was
HOT and HUMID and any plans made to be outside in
the garden had to be shelved. Luckily the Rectory is
quite large and the many people who turned up were
comfortably accommodated in the various rooms. It
was encouraging to see so many gathered together,
especially those from Wooroloo who made the trip.
There was a huge choice of food, much of which was
provided by the good cooks in our congregation,
especially the cakes. Drinks to suit all tastes were
plentiful, but I think it was a lovely occasion to catch
up and chat which made the event most worthwhile.
Oh and yes, we had a conducted tour of the house,
which we have waited so long for; our own Parish
Rectory!
Margaret O’M

During the lunch we toasted our new Order of
Australia Medal recipient, Margaret R. Who was
presented with flowers by Rev Kim.
A special thank you to Julie and Peri who helped
set up and prepare the tables on the Saturday
afternoon and those who helped with the
clean-up after the lunch including putting put
away all the chairs and tables.
The next 5th Sunday Lunch is 30 April.
Noelene

EDITOR’S NOTE: See full
article about Margaret’s
OAM and photo when
presented with flowers by
Rev Kim on opposite page.
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A donkey’s tale

- Margaret R

A pastor entered his donkey in a race and it won.
The pastor was so pleased with the donkey that he
entered it in the race again - and it won again. The
local newspaper read:
PASTOR’S ASS OUT FRONT
The bishop was so upset with this kind of publicity
that he ordered the pastor not to enter the donkey in
another race. The next day the local newspaper
headline read:
BISHOP SCRATCHES PASTOR’S ASS
The bishop was absolutely furious so he ordered the
pastor to get rid of the donkey. The pastor decided to
give it to a nun in a nearby convent. The local paper,
hearing of the news, posted the following headline
the next day:
NUN HAS BEST ASS IN TOWN

MARGARET R - OMA

In the 2017 Australia Day Honours, Margaret was
awarded the Order of Australia Medal for service to
the community. Margaret:


Almost single handily keeps the Mundaring CWA
Branch active providing refreshments, baking cakes
and making sandwiches for the ANZAC day service
and monthly meetings.



Makes Remembrance Day poppies and sells them
for the RSL, rattling a tin in the shopping centre.



Almost single handily keeps the Mundaring Red
Cross Assoc. functioning and regularly sells raffle
tickets plus tin rattling to raise funds.



Is a member of the RSPCA’s Paws Walk and
organisers the Paws Walk in Mundaring.



Is Vice President of the Swan View and Districts
Agricultural and Arts Society, attending monthly
meetings, helping to set up on show days, being a
judge’s steward and show day steward.



Is a member of Midland Junction Poultry Society. In
her usual manner she is controller of the kitchen,
providing refreshments after monthly meetings.
On show day she works tirelessly providing light
refreshments to Patrons and Sponsors all day.

This was just too much for
the bishop, he was red with
rage. He informed the nun
that she would have to get
rid of the donkey, so she sold
it to a farmer for $10. The next day the paper read:
NUN SELLS HER ASS FOR $10
As a last resort the bishop ordered the nun to buy
back the donkey and lead it to the plains where it
could run wild. The next day the headline read:
NUN ANNOUNCES...HER ASS IS WILD AND FREE
The bishop was buried the next day…
The moral of the story is...being concerned about
public opinion can bring you much grief and
misery...and even shorten your life. So be yourself
and enjoy life…only worry about your own ASS, not
someone else’s. You’ll be happier and live longer.



Is the best Small Farm Field Day and Wanneroo
Agricultural Show raffle ticket seller to raise funds.



Donates food to the parish, is on the Church
cleaning and flower rosters and regular contributor
to the Sunday morning tea roster. On Market Days
she is on hand with plants or cakes and provides a
food or her famous pavlovas at 5th Sunday lunches.

I think one of her greatest achievements is caring for
her neighbour by providing meals, company and care.

Margaret was presented with her OAM by Hon Kerry
Sanderson AC,
Governor of WA,
on 7 April at
Government
House.
I am sure you will
all agree that
Margaret is very
much worthy of
this prestigious
award.

Noelene
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Ministry...
PALM CROSS
CHALLENGE

Making the palm
crosses proved to
be a challenge this
year as we were
unable to obtain any palm tree fronds, although we
were supplied with an excellent quantity of Zamia
palm fronds. These are very tiny, not very pliable and
tend to attack the fingers with their very sharp points!
Nevertheless, our intrepid band of cross makers set to
work and after a few oddly shaped crosses, some of
which fell apart completely, and lots of laugher the
production line was in full swing. This resulted in a
wonderful supply of crosses for Palm Sunday. Thank
you happy cross makers.
Muriel M

We were very blessed and delighted that Ben
played his guitar for us at two Sunday services and a
kids@church in March. It is not an easy task to play
for a congregation but Ben pulled it off beautifully
enabling us to have music during these services. The
mellow sounds of Ben’s playing before and after the
service and during communion also added a great
deal to our Sunday worship. Thank you Ben.

During communion on Palm Sunday the choir sang
Shout to the Lord and after communion our soloist
Ann sang the beautiful hymn The Holy City. Ann sang
the verses and the choir and congregation joined in
singing the choruses. We wore black and as our
colour for Palm Sunday is red, our scarves were red.
At the Good Friday reflection, once again our scarves
were red. Before communion the choir sang Above All
and between each reflection sang Angus Dei.

At the Dawn Service on a beautiful morning the choir
wore black with white scarves. The Exultet was sung
by Ann with the choir making the responses. During
communion the choir sang Here I am to worship and
following communion sang (for the first time) Panis
Angelicus (O Lord most Holy, O Lord most mighty).
This was sung in Latin which suited the music; the
choir sang reverently and all was well.

The new team of Vicki and Barrie can often be seen
tending and maintaining our church grounds and
parish centre gardens. With more of our events being
held outside we can be sure the gardens are ’match
fit’ for whatever social events we have planned. A
huge thank you to Vicki and Barrie.

Thank you to Jade for her lovely music at all our Lent
and Easter services. Also a thank you to everyone who
attended rehearsals and with their singing. We thank
Rev Kim for her support and all who have given
positive feedback about the choir. We have a good
library of hymns including new additions since the
arrival of Rev Kim. Any requests for hymns can be
directed to the music group.
Margaret H
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...news
The Social Justice
Ministry has met
informally after
Sunday worship to pray
for refugees and to
make sure that as far
as possible we have
collectively picked up
on the latest social
justice issues.
Some Group members joined in the Palm Sunday
March starting from St Georges Cathedral and spoke
of it being a very meaningful/powerful experience
joining with like minded folk in a show of solidarity in
support of refugees.
I have held a street afternoon tea in which we talked
of the plight particularly of the Syrian civilians and
resolved to get in touch with our local MP, State and
Federal, to express our concerns.

We have encouraged each other to donate a Lenten
envelope over and above our usual giving to go to an
Aboriginal Group dedicated to helping their
indigenous brothers and sisters.
God Bless
Gill
EDITOR’S NOTE: A total of $180 was donated
through the Lenten envelopes.

WHADJUK BIBBULMAN KATIJININY
18 FEBRUARY 2017, WOLLASTON
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

U

‘ nless the Anglican Church [in Australia]
acknowledges the Spirit of this Land it will always be
stuck as the Church of England. God was already at
work here before colonisation and we need to
acknowledge this and take His wisdom, the wisdom of
Land into the church to make it whole’. - Reverend
Lenore Parker.
This was the first meeting within the Perth Diocese of
clergy and laypersons to discuss and be enriched by
aboriginal culture and spirituality. Eighty people
attended including many aboriginal elders and priests.

It was a lovely and informative day.
One of the most interesting features of Australian
Aboriginal Christianity is its creative blending of
traditional Dreamtime stories with orthodox Christian
myth and theology.
Reverend Lenore Parker read a modern Aboriginal
ministry ‘prophecy’ which was an aboriginal Creation
Story interwoven with the traditional Christian
creation from Genesis. In this the presence of God
was already with Australia from the time of the
Dreaming and held not within scripture but within the
Land. The Elders’ holding of the Wisdom of God
provided the Grace by which Abraham was to found
his people’s Covenant with God. Jesus was seen as
being hung on a Tree in the Australian forest, the
Resurrection being linked to the Sun rising each day.
Mr Tom Little talked about Noongar Cosmology and
Spirituality. He linked the racism in Australia to the
concept of terra nullius – the view that because
indigenous Australians had not bent and formed the
Land to their will, the Land was therefore empty and
unused and the indigenous peoples were simply
fauna. This view is diametrically opposed to the
aboriginal understanding that the people obeyed the
Land’s will, not their own. For Christian aboriginal
people the will of the Land is seen as the will of God.
We learnt about ‘Church in the Park’ at St Matthew’s,
Stirling Park, Guildford. The Land there was a meeting
place for aboriginal folk before the church was built.
Church in the Park is spirited, informal and has lots of
different people, different mobs and different
denominations involved. All are welcome, 4pm Fourth
Sunday of the month.
We were given copies of the Lord’s Prayer translated
into Noongar and it was sung to us. A copy will be
given to Rev Kim and we will also receive an audio
recording when it is made.
Other topics presented included Funeral Ministries to
indigenous women in prison. A problem here is the
aboriginal understanding of family is wider and more
extended that the immediate family prison
authorities give leave to attend funerals.
Altogether too much to report! I look forward to the
next one.
Peregrin
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The Walk
by Ann Weems
Those of us who walk along this road do so
reluctantly. Lent is not our favourite time of the year.
We’d rather be more active - planning and scurrying
around. All this is too contemplative to suit us.
Besides we don’t know what to do with piousness
and prayer.
Perhaps we are afraid to have time to think, for
thoughts come unbidden. Perhaps we’re afraid to
face our future knowing our past.
Give us the courage, O God, to hear your word and to
read our living into it.
Give us the trust to know we’re forgiven and give us
faith to take up our lives and walk.


MOTHERING SUNDAY

Mothering Sunday is observed on the fourth Sunday
in Lent. It may also be known as Refreshment Sunday.
It is the day when some relaxation of Lenten fasting is
allowed. This is in honour of the Feeding of the Five
Thousand, the Gospel reading of the day. So all
families could feast with good conscience. The fourth
Sunday in Medieval times was known as Mothering
Sunday, the day you travelled to the Mother Church
or Cathedral to worship. A favourite for Mothering
Sunday was Simnel Cake—from the Anglo-Saxon
‘Symel’ meaning ‘feast’.
At churches in the Parish of Mundaring we celebrate
Mothering Sunday with the traditional Simnel cake blessed at the Altar
during the morning
service and enjoyed at
morning tea afterwards.
Eleanor

SHROVE TUESDAY
THE START OF OUR LENTEN JOURNEY

The evening of 28 February saw more than 50
parishioners and friends gathered in the Parish Centre
garden to celebrate the last day before the period of
Lent, with a feast of pancakes. Correctly speaking the
day is known as Shrove Tuesday, when in the distant
past households would feast on the leftovers found in
the kitchen, such as eggs, flour and milk, before the
observation of forty days of abstinence. To start the
evening off Martin read a beautiful poem on Lent, by
Ann Weems, followed by words from Rev Kim on our
Lenten journey. We then joined in the symbolic
making of the batter, responding as each ingredient
was added. Kim gave a final blessing and opened the
festivities with a prayer.
It did not take long for the three cooks, namely Lloyd,
Craig and Martin to show their prowess at pancake
making, and they kept them coming. The choices of
fillings were varied to suit all tastes, helped down by a
glass or two of excellent wine or soft drink. The
sweet fillings were also varied and delicious and by
the sound of chatter, everyone seemed to be having
an enjoyable evening. Those people who volunteered
to be kitchen hands did an excellent job and many
thanks go to them for their selfless work, which often
gets overlooked.
Margaret O’M

EDITOR’S NOTE: Last year Shrove Tuesday was the
first official function for Revd Ray as our Locum
Tenens. It was great to have Revd Ray and Jan with
us again this year.

EDITOR’S NOTE: A huge thank you to Eleanor who
makes our Simnel cake each year. It was, as always,
truly delicious.
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Our 2017
On a warm, thundery evening the Ash Wednesday service was held on 1 March and began at 6pm. The time
this year was changed from previous years to enable those who can’t come during the day to attend. In the last
few years the service had been held at 9:30am. The number of attendees was small, with many of our regular
parishioners not in attendance. Ash Wednesday follows Shrove Tuesday: feasting before fasting.
The service was a very sombre and solemn occasion befitting the event. There was another change this year with
the burning of last year’s palm crosses to ash. Rather than people coming forward and symbolically having their
palm crosses burned, the crosses were placed in a basket and presented to Revd Jean at the altar who then
began burning the palm crosses, while the congregation sang the hymn, “God be in my Head”.

The burning of the palm crosses symbolises that all things return to dust and represents the letting go of the past
in order to embrace God. With the burning completed the service began with the readings by Margaret O’M and
Jan, Psalm 51, the gospel reading from Matthew and a homily by Rev Kim. Then one by one the congregation
went forward and the ashes were placed on each person’s forehead in the form of a cross. The service
continued with a thanksgiving Eucharist. The final hymn was “Great God Your Spirit” to the tune of Jerusalem,
followed by the final blessing and dismissal. We all slowly and quietly left the church in the name of Jesus.
Noelene
As we processed and entered the church there were
special prayers and blessings to commemorate the
occasion and prefigure the culmination of the work of
Christ: “that united with Christ and all the faithful, we
may one day, enter in triumph the city not made with
hands, the new Jerusalem, eternal in the heavens,”

PALM SUNDAY

Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus' triumphant
entry into Jerusalem. An event described in each of
the four canonical Gospels and a major feature of the
Christian year. Our celebration began outside the Op
Shop where we gathered to be given palm crosses.
These represent palm branches the exultant crowd
scattered in front of Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem
on a donkey that had never been ridden before.
After Rev Kim blessed the palm crosses we held, we
processed up to the church, mirroring the procession
of Jesus. This procession harks back to Zechariah 9:9
and clearly indicated to the assembled crowd, who as
Rev Kim points out, would have lived and known their
scripture, that Jesus was declaring he was King of
Israel. He thus angered the Sanhedrin, the Jewish
leaders and judges. The extent of that anger became
evident a week later in the Crucifixion.

Once within the church we explored Mark’s Passion.
Led by Debbie as narrator, and Nathan speaking as
Jesus, we heard and performed the last hours of
Christ’s life. This was deeply moving and a wonderful
way for us to really live the Gospels. Profound and
engaging, hearing the voices of people from across
the whole church was a wonderful way to be shown
how to enter the mystery and power of the
scriptures.
Palm Sunday is a special day that shows the cycle of
the Christian year and our ongoing participation
within it. It stretches across time and links with the
future and our future in Christ. The crosses held high
that day, marking Christ’s triumph, will become next
year’s ashes for Ash Wednesday. The palms marking
the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem – the joyful
adulation of the crowd – are transformed into the
mark that reminds us of our earthly mortality and
heavenly immortality when we walk the way of the
Cross through Lent and Easter.
Thank you to Rev Kim, all the readers of the Passion
of Mark, Palm makers and everyone else who made
this a wonderful celebration.
Peregrin
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THE PATH TO THE CROSS
LENTEN STUDY 2017

A five session small group Bible study by noted
teacher and historian Ray Vander Laan, was the
chosen vehicle on which we travelled on our journey
towards Easter. In a unique presentation Vander Laan
teaches by taking his students to the very places
Biblical stories would have been enacted. Filmed on
location in Qumran, Machaerus, En Gendi, Jersulem
and Gethsemane, these illuminating “faith lessons”
afforded a new understanding of the Bible.

We were taken to Qumran where the Essene’s lived
out the very Word of God in the harsh conditions of
the desert, to Machaerus, the hill top fort where John
the Baptist was imprisoned and eventually beheaded,
and Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. Being able to
actually see the places where Jesus and John the
Immerser {Baptist} baptised and preached added yet
another dimension to our Lenten Study.
These lessons gave us an understanding of the use of
deserts, by God, as a training ground to test and
mould His chosen people.

Lenten journey
Like a shepherd, he led the ancient Israelites through
the deserts of the Sinai Peninsula to teach them to
depend on him and live by his every word. Moses and
Elijah spent time with God in the Sinai desert. Elijah,
David, John the Baptist and Jesus spent time with God
in the Judean Wilderness; and the Essenes went into
that same wilderness to “prepare the way of the
Lord”, to know his words and obediently ‘walk’ in his
path. Each learned what God expected of them.
This wonderful wealth of information together with
the constant Biblical references made for five weeks
of interesting conversations between those that
attended. There were many questions that were
pondered as we literally walked this journey to the
Cross, with much to reflect upon, not only for Lent,
but for the future as to where our hearts were in
relationship to God. We will be having another Ray
Vander Laan small Bible group in the near future.
Come and see as Ray would say, come and see what
you can learn about God.

Rev’d Jean

HOLY WEEK REFLECTIONS - During our Holy Week Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evening
Reflections, we were thinking of the journey Jesus made to the cross and what that meant for us.
Monday’s meditation was the Betrayal
of Jesus. We thought of the way that
Judas betrayed Jesus and even his
friends holding back in the hour of
need.
We were asked to think of the possible
times of betrayal in our own lives. Do
we hold on to the hurts? Or do we walk
with the One that promises to never
leave us whatever the situation.

Tuesday’s meditation - Beaten. The
thoughts of a Roman centurion, who
was only there for the one week. The
centurion spoke of the suffering and
the humiliation of Jesus by the religious
leaders and Roman soldiers.
We were asked to think of our
discipleship and faith when we are
challenged.

Wednesday’s meditation - Broken. We were reminded how the Romans forced a condemned
criminal to carry his own cross and prolonged the public humiliation and agony of carrying a
weight that bowed the head and broke the back into a posture of submission.
We were reminded that Jesus understands pain. That he knows what it is to be betrayed, beaten
and broken and that he identifies with our brokenness and pain. We are to trust in the One who
died for us, the One who sets us free.
Each reflection was thought provoking. We ended each evening with a time of prayer and visiting each Station
of the Cross poster in the church.
Sylvia
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TOGETHER

AGAPE MEAL/MAUNDY THURSDAY
Do This in Remembrance of Me

On Maundy Thursday many of our Parish family came together in the parish centre garden to not only enjoy a
meal, but to hear the stories of the past, from Exodus to Jesus last meal. The ritual of remembrance was played
out between different courses of the meal from the lighting of the candles to welcome Jesus to his rightful place
at the table, the story of the Israelites flight from Egypt, the washing of feet or hands, and finally the Eucharist.
This meal is complex in its presentation, as each element has its own meaning, and this year the order of the
liturgy was changed, and the bread for the communion, matzo, was hidden for the children to find later in the
evening; and the Eucharist, instead of being held in the church, was held in the garden.
Despite the worries that the evening would be cold or wet, God was good, and it was a beautiful evening. The
marquees were decorated with coloured lights and small candles on the table, which created a sacred space for
this poignant liturgy of joy and grief.
Thank you to all those who put their talents and time into creating this sacred space, and for those who cooked
the meal, put together the Seder plates, distributed the wine, made the space ready for the washing of hands
and feet, and the myriad of other small jobs that needed to be done to make an evening of such importance go
well. Thank you to Rev Kim for leading our worship.
Rev’d Jean

GOOD FRIDAY REFLECTION
The bare church, which had been stripped the previous evening, formed
a perfect backdrop for the wooden cross on the altar. This had been
beautifully draped in red satin, and the morning
sun streaming through the windows caused it to
glow.
The service was a simple one, with each reading
followed by a reflection from either Rev Kim or
Rev Jean, to give us deeper insight into the bible
passage. The choir sang Agnes Dei between each
reflection as a worshipful response and this was
followed by a period of silent reflection.
The small congregation left quietly after the
service had ended, with a great deal to remember
and contemplate.
Helen
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Easter...

EASTER DAWN SERVICE

There are only 2 days in the year that I drag my sorry

and the Exodus of the Israelites from slavery with the
parting of the Red Sea.

tail out of bed before the sun’s up. Anzac Day is one,
and on that morning, I forfeit some much-treasured
snoring time to remember and acknowledge the army
of men who died to free our country. The other is
Easter Sunday, and on that day, I remember the one
man who died to set me (and the rest of you) free
from death for all eternity.

As it kept getting brighter and brighter outside, the
events of history just keep getting better and better,
culminating in the retelling of the events of that first
Easter Sunday. The morning that those poor women
went to the tomb only to find Jesus gone, and an
Easter Angel proclaiming:

If you haven’t been to an Easter Dawn service – then
put it on your bucket list. It is a truly awe inspiring
experience. The journey from the darkness of the pre
dawn, to the brilliance of the new morning was
mirrored in the service.
It started in sombre darkness in the courtyard outside
the church, with the blessing of the fire and the
Pascal Candle and the procession into the church.
Once inside, unlike that first Easter morn, we didn’t
find an angel at the empty tomb proclaiming, “He is
not here; he has risen”. We found Ann with the voice
of an angel, heralding the dawn, singing the Easter
Proclamation (Exultet). “Jesus Christ, our King, is
risen! Sound the trumpet of salvation!…rejoice…”.

The readings followed. They told of the journey of
God’s relationship with us from the beginning of time
when God gave man dominion over all things;
through to the great flood and God’s promises to
Noah; the calling of Abraham to sacrifice Isaac;

“He is not here; he has risen”.
Kim had her happy face on to deliver the sermon with
the exciting message that we have eternal life - not
just in death, but NOW! Jesus is risen – he is alive and
working in the world NOW! His work will continue
until he comes again…and we are part of that. Jesus
has conquered death.
Our Baptismal vows were revisited, and we
rededicated ourselves to Jesus. Of course, there is no
Baptism without water, and Kim delightedly dipped a
tree branch in the Baptismal font and showered
water over everyone in the congregation. If you
weren’t awake before, you were now!
We shared communion, and the service concluded
with a raising rendition of “Yours Be the Glory”. The
sun was up, our journey from darkness to light
travelled, a new morn had been heralded in.
Christ is risen, he is risen indeed! Hallelujah!
Debbie
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...celebrations
CHILDREN’S EASTER DAY SERVICE

What a delight to see the church so full of people from different generations. Rev Kim
welcomed everyone after being given a service sheet, pew sheet and mysterious square
of paper. During the service we were asked to consider and confess our sins (silently)
and then transfer them to the square of paper. All the squares were then collected and
taken to Rev Kim at the front of the church. The papers with the sins were then lit and
Whoosh!! They magically disappeared. Nothing was left. Our sins were forgiven.
Eleanor then read the story of the Resurrection and Rev Kim explained this to the children, who had moved to
the front of the church. While Rev Kim went on to talk to the adults, the children went outside and completed
colouring a spectacular glass cross. Unfortunately, the weather was windy and not very cooperative but many
beautiful crosses were made.
The children moved back into the church and the service concluded with Holy Communion and an Easter
Blessing. Easter Eggs were given to all as they left the church. A truly memorable Easter service for all the
generations attending.
Jan

EASTER BBQ BREAKFAST

Buoyed by the joy of our King risen, we left a stirring
and uplifting dawn service and made our way in the
cool April morn to the Parish Centre for a celebratory
breakfast. The enticing smells and warmth of the
barbeques greeted us at the door. Upon entering the
dining room the beautifully laid tables in bright
yellow and splashes of other colours spoke
immediately of Easter heightening our sense of joy
and filling us with anticipation for the meal to come.

RESURRECTION PARTY

The Parish’s famous generosity had us all feasting in
no time on the best of barbeque breakfast favourites:
bacon and eggs, huge juicy tomatoes, hash browns,
sausages, mushrooms and beans. I’d say no one left
with any room in their tummies!

The parish centre looked

Our immense gratitude and thanks to all those who
in selfless service, prepared, set up, cooked and
cleaned (and then stayed to do it all again). Your skill,
dedication and constant hard work are both
humbling and encouraging, and we thank God for
you. It was a wonderful time of feasting and
fellowship with each other. What better way to
celebrate Christ’s victory over death and sin; and our
inheritance, through Him, of God’s kingdom.
Laurence

Everyone enjoyed a great evening of fellowship and
celebration and we heard some wonderful stories of
why people wanted to meet their chosen heavenly
dinner guest - and even what
they would talk about. Several
people also dressed up for the
occasion. The pizza, birthday
cake, strawberries and cream
and glass or two of wine or
soft drink were a bonus.

wonderfully inviting for our party to celebrate the
risen Christ. The music was soon drowned out with
much happy talk and laughter.

Margaret blowing out the candles on her birthday
cake that took several big blows to extinguish!
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Around the parish
NEW @ ST FRANCIS WOOROLOO

St Francis’ newly installed airconditioner will
make it much more comfortable, with cool air
in the summer and warm air in the winter. Also
at St Francis there is a terrific brand new sign
with names and service times.

A STONEMASON’S MALLET

OUR GREEN PARISH

A Stonemason’s Mallet, presented to Mr W T Loton

OP SHOP GREENING - By its very

when laying the Foundation Stone of the Church of
the Epiphany on June 27 1914, was recently gifted to
the parish by his descendent, Mr David Loton. Mr
Loton said he believed it should ‘return home’.

nature the Op Shop is a great tool for
greening our planet. Recycling clothing
and household items not only helps people financially
but helps keep our part of the world a beautiful place
PLUS, we have some specific ways of being green.
Unsold books, magazines, cardboard boxes and paper
are put in two special bins, collected each week and
taken to a recycling centre. We recycle plastic bags
for use by customers and when we have too many
take them to recycling bins in the shopping centre.
Old batteries are collected and taken to recycling
centres. Suitable jars and bottles are taken to the
local Wasteless Panty for use by their customers.
Its easy being green!
Muriel M

The parish is delighted to receive this beautifully
inscribed historical artefact and we are very grateful
to Mr David Loton for making this possible.

CHOIR GREENING - Our choir’s contribution to a
green parish is to collect music from members after a
service to be filed and reused in the future. Our
Music Library is housed in boxes recycled from the Op
Shop. Our choir is green!
Margaret H

BUILDING & GROUNDS GREENING - As part of
the regular nurturing of our Memorial Garden, it has
recently been mulched to be ’water wise’, plants
replaced where needed and new plants established.
This is part of our commitment to ensure the
Memorial Garden remains a place of beauty for
remembrance and quiet reflection. Thank you to
Martin, Barrie and Laurence for their care and
attention. Our Memorial Garden is green!

The picture left shows Terry Mann presenting the Mallet to
Rev Kim on behalf of Mr David Loton. The parish plans to put
the Mallet on permanent display.
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KIDS@CHURCH
Next KIDS@CHURCH
is on

Saturday
20 May @ 5.00pm

Monday’s 9.30-11.00am during school term for
children up to 4 years of age, accompanied by a
parent or other adult carer.
Music and dance, a story, morning tea and play time.
Each term we have a theme day such as children
bringing their favourite toy animal or wearing their
favourite colour.
MtM activities can assist children to:
Improve coordination and language skills
Increase vocabulary
Build confidence and social skills
Develop creativity
There is a charge of $4 per family.

MtM returns after the school holidays
on Monday 1 May

The theme for May is

The Spirit Comes
All are welcome to ‘Messy Church’
Supper and games in the Parish Centre
after the service

The next movie night
is on

KNITTING FOR WINTER

Friday 19 May
6pm for 6.30pm start

With the colder weather
approaching we think of
warm rugs. Our dear sister
Beryl knits strips which are
joined together by volunteers
from Anglicare. Beryl has
produced a huge amount of
strips [examples of Beryl’s
work is below]. Beryl enjoys knitting and uses this
talent to help others.
Well done Beryl!
Eleanor

at the Parish Centre
Movie,
Ice creams & Popcorn
provided.

VALE REVD RAY NEVE 6 APRIL 2017
I am the resurrection and the life, says the
Lord; he who believes in me, though he
die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives
and believes in me shall never die.
John 11:25–6

Revd Ray Neve was Rector of Mundaring
Parish from 1980 to 1991.
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