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PARISH MATTERS 

Nuytsia floribunda known locally as the 
Western Australian Christmas tree,  

displaying bright orange  
flowers during the Christmas season.  

Ngaala kaaditj Noongar moort keyen kaadak nidja boodja. 

[We acknowledge Noongar People as the original custodians of this land.] 
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Issue 4 of Parish Matters includes stories and pictures about our 

season of Advent and Christmas as well as other events in the 

church calendar. We also highlight some of our ministries, 

the people involved and the work they do. Our new  

Rector, Rev Kim, writes the Foreword for the first  

time and we continue to feature a wide range  

of items written by a wide range of people.    
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 Midnight Mass 

 Childrens Christmas Celebration 

 Christmas Day service 

 Epiphany Patronal Festival and feast 

 Community Cancer Service and 5th Sunday lunch 

 Advent candle making 

 Our green parish 

         ...and much more 

Editorial team: Ann and Noelene  

Photographs: Martin, Belinda, Lloyd, Phil, Kerry and Ann 
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I hope Christmas has been good for you and you have 

welcomed the New Year in with a sense of hope and 
joy. All I can think of is – ‘another new year, whatever 
happened to the last?!’  

People have told me that as you grow older the years 
seem to go quicker, and looking back at 2016 I can  
believe it! Mind you, last year was an exceptional one 
for me. From a holiday visit to WA, a meeting with a 
bishop, and a job interview, a whole new life opened 
up for me and has fulfilled a long-held dream.  

Last year was one of de-cluttering (groan) saying  
goodbye to loved ones (tears), leaving one  
congregation (sadness and joy) and saying hello to two 
new congregations (joy and hope). It’s been a bit of a 
roller-coaster emotionally, spiritually and physically! 
Having said that I have been greeted with the warmest 
of welcomes, delighted in the love and encouragement 
offered to me and just a little overwhelmed by the 
work that has gone into finding me a lovely home and 
making it oh so comfortable and the help I have had 
settling in to the parish too.  

As 2017 begins I wonder what your thoughts are for 
the year ahead? Have you made any resolutions? I 
have made my usual resolution to lose weight – well, 
you only have to look at me to see how that has fared 
over the years! Some people I talk to have told me 
they no longer make resolutions as they seem to break 
them too quickly. I can empathise with that, but I do 
wonder if our resolutions are too grand and too  
complicated? I have been thinking, ‘if I only had to 
make one resolution and it must be simple, what 
would it be?’ The answer I came up with is ……. 

Be kind, always 

‘Is that it? Just be kind? I can do that easy!’ some  
people will say, but it really isn’t as easy as you think.  

Being kind takes  
practice, thought and 
love. Being kind means 
not venting your  
frustration on another 
person, not being the 
wise-guy that puts  
others down, thinking 
first before you speak, 
imagining the person 
you are talking about is 
standing next to you, or even better, deciding not to 
talk about anybody unless you have permission from 
them to share their news or story. St Paul wrote to the 
church in Colossae with some great advice that is 
threaded through with the spirit of kindness; 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each  
other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord  
forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  

 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you were called to peace. And 
be thankful.     Colossians 3:12-15 

Kindness is a fruit of the Holy Spirit and as with all 
things of the Spirit, is something that will change the 
world. If we ask him, he will help us to be kind, for 
kindness is an expression of love. Let’s all express 
Gods love in 2017.  

Rev Kim Thomas Foreword 
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Parish ministry... 

 

Over the last 10 years, the Café has supported  

Medicines Sans Frontiers (Doctors without Borders) 
by way  of generous donations from Café supporters. 

As a result of a suggestion from Martin, we now have 
a second organisation to support  - Mercy Ships.  

We now rotate 6 monthly support for each of these 
organisations. 

Mercy Ships uses hospital ships to deliver free, world 
class health care services, capacity building and  
sustainable development aid to those in the  
developing world.  

Mercy Ships has worked in more than 70 countries 
providing services to more than 2.5 million direct  
beneficiaries. Our first donation to Mercy Ships was 
$820.05. 

Eleanor and the Café Crew  

A message from Haiti 

Our second little girl who the parish sponsors 

through World Vision is eight year old Lornué Byfflore 
who lives in Port de Bonheur, Haiti.  

Lornué’s photograph shows us a little girl with a serious look, filling 

out a report which has been forwarded to us. From the report we 

learn that at 8.00am she walks to her primary school which lasts until 

1.00pm when she walks home. She enjoys singing and her favourite 

school subject is science, which may be instrumental in her wish to 

be a doctor when she grows up. I find it very touching she says an  

important thing she has learned is to love. 

Her health is good and she participates in various activities. She has 

attended a hygiene workshop where she learned the importance of  

cleanliness. Her family participated in a child protection awareness  

campaign to learn about the rights of children and how to report  

suspected cases of child abuse. 

Lornué also tells us that cultural activities and celebrations have given 

her a feeling of belonging. Wonderful! Lornué’s report is on the no-

ticeboard in the Parish Centre if you would like to read it. 

          Muriel  
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The Prayer 

Group is a small 
group  
coordinated by  
Gillian and in her  
absence Sylvia. 

It was formed in order that those wishing for Prayer 
or asking on behalf of someone else (strictly with 
their permission) could receive intentional, focused 
Prayer in as expedient a manner as possible. 

In order to be part of the group Members commit to 
daily Prayer for those who ask for it. 

Those requesting Prayer let Gill know and then she 
circulates the Prayer request to Prayer Group  
members. 

Confidentiality is understood to be paramount with 
the assumption being that the Rector will be made 
aware of the situation. 

God Bless   
Gill  

...in Focus 

Op Shop Market Day 

On 26 November the team of volunteers tumbled 

out of bed early and by 7.30am work was in full swing 
at the Op Shop. 

The gazebos were put up, tables brought out and 
then the procession began bringing out the goods 
ready for sale and arranging them on the tables. 
Cakes, jams and preserves were on the produce stall 
and all the clothing racks were put in place. At 9.00am 
the customers flooded in and began looking for  
bargains, many of which were to become Christmas 
presents. 

Again, it was wonderful to see the friendly outreach 
to the wider community which is so beneficial to us 
all. 

Many thanks to everyone who made a contribution to 
yet another successful Market Day, which raised  
substantial funds towards reducing the mortgage on 
the Parish Rectory. 

Muriel  

Thank you to everyone who supported the 2017  

calendar by purchasing copies for yourself, family or 

friends. The calendar is a great way of telling people 

about us. Or perhaps we could be summed up by a 

quote I saw recently -  

Our church is like fudge - sweet  

with a few nuts! 

Parish Link has been  

operating now for  
several months and  
continues to coordinate 
care and support and  
enhance communication 
within the parish.  

Our link people are - Bev, Gill, Helen, Hilary, Jan, Julie, 
Muriel and Sylvia. If you do not know who your link 
person is, there is a list in the Parish Office or you can 
ring the Office and ask Glenda or Ann.  

Link people are the first point of contact for those 
who need support or are looking for information 
about the parish. Please do not hesitate to contact 
your link person about care or  
information. 

You can also contact Parish Link 
team leaders - Julie (care) or Ann 
(communications). 
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New and new again ministries  

 

A single act of kindness throws out 

roots in all directions and the roots 

spring up and make new trees. 

Amelia Earhart  

Eucharists at Yallambee 

Our parish family has been blessed with the privilege 

and opportunity to serve the people at Yallambee 
with Eucharist once a month. Rev Jean will be  
presiding on the third Tuesday of each month at 
10.00am in the Yallambee Hostel.  

The service is open to all who want to attend and 
gives our parish family the opportunity to spend time 
with people whose lives are restricted by age or  
disability and enjoy the company of new faces. 

Rev Jean  

Christmas Hampers 

The past few years we have provided hampers for St 

Bart’s but a change in how they seek support and  
provide assistance led us to make a change ourselves 
this year. After speaking with a local school Chaplain, 
we provided hampers and vouchers for hills families.  

This enabled parents to have plenty of food for their 
families and children to have special treats for the 
Christmas season. Hampers were delivered on  
16 December, in plenty of time for Christmas. 

Jan  

School Backpacks 

I recently did some important shopping with Rev Kim and Julie for a brand 

new ministry starting this year. I was inspired by Anglicare during a visit to 
the parish in 2016 when they told us about their ’school backpack’ project. 
The project provides backpacks and all the items on the ‘back to school’ list 
for families who need them. 

I am delighted to say that after meeting with schools in our area, we have 
put together 6 backpacks. The School Heads will pass them on to the  
families.  

This is a most exciting outreach and one that will relieve families in need 
from the costs of school supplies and provide the children with all they need 
to start the school year. 

Jan     
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Next KIDS@CHURCH is on  

Saturday  
18 February 

5.00pm 
The theme for February is  

A Little Faith 

All are welcome 

Supper and games in the Parish Centre 
after the service 

If you haven’t got your Kids@church 2017 

calendar yet please see Jan 

KIDS@CHURCH 

MtM returns after the school holidays 
on Monday 6 February  

 
MtM is absolutely terrific and more people need to 

know about it. Please assist us in spreading the word 
out into the community.  

Monday’s 9.30-11.00am during school term for  

children up to 4 years of age, accompanied by a  

parent or other adult carer. The session involves  

music and dance for about half an hour followed by a 

story then morning tea and play time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Movie nights return 

on 
Friday 17 February  

6pm for 6.30pm start 

at the Parish Centre 
 

There is no charge and 

Ice cream & Popcorn is  
provided 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pray Shawl Ministry returns 

Monday 20 February 
@ 11.30am 

Parish Centre 

Lunch Provided 

Everyone is welcome 

Ministries returning for 2017 
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Rev Kim led our 2016 Community Cancer Service for the first time. 

The prayers, reading, hymns and sermon were greatly uplifting and 
spoke of love, support, hope and remembrance. As people arrived in 
church they were given a wooden tribute decorated with a ribbon and 
heart on which they could write the name of the person they wanted 
to support or remember. During the service, while the choir sang  
Hallelujah, people brought their tributes to the front of the church 
where they were later blessed by Rev Kim. At the end of the service 
people took their tribute home. This was a wonderful service for not  
only those people touched by cancer or other life threatening  
illnesses but for everyone. 

Community Cancer service... - Ann 

The Community Cancer service 

5th Sunday Luncheon was held 
under marquees on the parish 
centre lawns. The weather was 
perfect, which I am sure helped 
in seeing a large number of  
parishioners joining us for and 
enjoying the lunch.  

The theme was a barbeque with 
Lloyd, Martin and Laurence  

cooking the Lamb Chops and Sausages to perfection. Thanks also to the parishioners who willingly provided the 
wonderful salads. They all excelled, as there was a wonderful variety of salads to enjoy. Desserts were also   
provided by parishioners and as usual they were delicious.  

Due to my representation at Synod, I would like to thank those that helped set up and prepare tables, again a  
real team effort. I would like to be a little self indulgent and thank my husband, Don, who mowed the lawns in 
preparation. Also, I would like to single out Helen, who took control in my absence and by all reports did a  
fantastic job. The next 5th Sunday Lunch is 29 January 2017. 

VALE MICHELE 1967 - 2016 
I am the resurrection and the life, says 

the Lord; he who believes in me, 

though he die, yet shall he live, and 

whoever lives and believes 

in me shall never die.    

 John 11:25–6 

...and 5th Sunday lunch - Noelene 
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Visit by students 

Thirty two students with parents and teachers had a 

history walking excursion to the Church of the Epiphany 
on 3 November. Rev Kim welcomed the students who 
were then split into 3 groups that rotated around 3  
activities—brass rubbing, old fashioned games and 
learning about the church.  Also enjoyable was morning 
tea and lunch in the Parish Centre garden with games. 
Rev Kim didn’t win the sack race but it was a pretty good 
effort. Students, parents, teachers and everyone here 
agreed it was a terrific day.  

Here is our 2017 parish photo taken by Martin and 

now showing at the Kookaburra cinema as part of 
our on-screen advert. 
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On 6 November 2016, the Church of Epiphany celebrated All Saints Day.  

The choir was in full wonderful voice singing two hymns My Jesus My Saviour 
and Come, Now is the Time to Worship accompanied by Jade. The service 
began with the hymn, For all the Saints.  

During a Litany for all the Saints, Debbie lit eight candles following each  
prayer to remember those who had died; loved ones, parents, husbands, 
wives, children and friends. Then Martin and Lloyd read out the names of 
those wished to be remembered by the parishioners. As the names of the 
family member or friend were announced the parishioner related to the 
name turned on a candle, which was provided by the church in remembrance of their loved one or friend. A very 
moving service and the first by Rev Kim.  The service ended with the hymn I danced in the Morning. 

All Saints - Noelene 

     Wreaths 

On Sunday 13 November last year we got ready 

for Advent by making Advent Wreaths. Ann and 
Peri prepared 45 Advent wreath kits consisting of 
a cake plate, four glass tealight holders, 3 blue  
tealight candles, 1 pink ‘Mary’ candle and a white 
‘Christ’ candle. Ann supplied tinsel and baubles 
and Jaki and Jan provided the holly and the ivy - 
for decoration.  

Some people were wary of the challenge but 
pretty soon everyone was enthusiastic with how 
their wreaths were turning out. There was a 
written explanation on how to use the wreaths 
with prayer, leading up to Christmas Day, which 
really helped people get into the spirit of the  
season.  About 30 wreaths were made on the day.  
There were kits taken home for friends and a  
couple of kits found their way to Yallambee for 
‘Art Therapy’. 

All in all everyone who participated had a  
wonderful time - even those who thought they 
weren’t artistic! 

Our Nativity Altar  

beautifully created by  

Rev Jean 
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“For a child is born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named; 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Isaiah 9 : 2-7 

 

Every year at Christmas we hear these familiar words from Isaiah, in the belief that it speaks directly about  

Jesus, when in actual fact Isaiah was speaking about either the birth of a new royal child or the crowning of a 
new king Hezekiah, in the hope that this Jewish king would “do what was right in the eyes of the Lord”.  
Unfortunately, not many of the Israeli kings did do the right thing. 

Using Walter Brueggermann’s book Names for the Messiah as a template for 
our discussions we began a four week study looking at each name in turn, 
and seeing how Jesus fulfilled each promise contained within these titles, 
and was the one “who would do right in the eyes of the Lord”. 

Each week the groups met on a Wednesday evening or a Thursday morning 
and with the facilitation of Rev Kim and Rev Jean, be invited to reflect on the 
deeper meaning of these titles in respect of Jesus in conjunction with what 
Bruggemann presented. Many an interesting conversation was held  
regarding the ways in which Jesus fulfilled the promise of these titles, and as 
Christmas approached we began to get a deeper understanding of the  
wonderful gift that God has given to all the world. 

Rev Jean    

    Study : Names for the Messiah 
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Carols by Candlelight - Margaret O 

It was encouraging to see how many attended the Carols by Candlelight at the Mundaring Church on Sunday  

18 December, including many visitors, some of whom were just passing through the town as tourists. 

Everyone was presented with a torch candle which became more useful as the evening darkened and the church 
glowed with the many lights. Our choir were seated in the sanctuary and looked splendid in their green and red 
scarves. They started the proceedings by singing several Christmas songs, before Noelene carried high the  
Paschal candle during a solo from Ann of ‘Like a candle flame’. The Advent candles were lit from this candle and 
then the evening of carols and readings began. It was a joyful gathering as a prelude to the Christmas festivities. 

Everyone was later invited to a light supper in the Parish Centre gardens, which consisted of a smorgasbord of 
cheeses, breads and biscuits and other delicious bites. For those who could manage it there was a selection of 
desserts. Altogether a delightful evening. 
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Children’s Christmas... 

For the past two years at The Church of the Epiphany we have had an exciting event during our Christmas Eve 

Children’s Celebration. It’s exciting because we never know how our ‘No-Rehearsal Nativity Play’ will turn out. 

We are unsure of who is going to turn up, how many are going to turn up and how we are going to ’manage’ the 
‘actors’. To prepare for the play we have a basic script and choose carols to go in the appropriate places in the 
story. On the night when people came to church the children were asked what they wanted to be and were  
given costumes (in our case tinsel halos for the angels, headgear for the shepherds and crowns and cloaks for the 
three wise ‘people’). We also had a donkey costume and sheep ears for the children who wanted to be sheep.  

Ben and Hannah played Joseph and Mary and we gave them a brief run down of what they had to do. They 
played their parts beautifully I might add. After a welcome and prayer, Peri announced the play was about to 
begin and the actors were led through their roles as the story was read out. The children were enthusiastic and 
there was great applause at the end.  

After the play the service continued with Rev Kim telling a story which was interrupted by a surprise visit from 
Santa (not the real Santa). He had 2 pretty presents and one plain paper wrapped present. The two pretty  
presents were unwrapped and then the plain present was opened with the baby Jesus inside. Sometimes the 
best things are in ordinary packaging and God’s most precious gift to us came to us in humble circumstances. 

After Santa left there was an activity for the children known as ‘Messy Church’. Tables were set up in the middle 
of the church and children were given lantern kits (die cut paper lanterns), coloured tissue paper and glue sticks). 
Parents , grandparents, friends and older children were invited to help the children make their lanterns. The next 
15 minutes was a wonderful, noisy, excited hive of activity. A little battery candle was placed in each of the  
lanterns to finish them off. The evening ended with a jolly rendition of Australian Jingle Bells and a blessing for all 
from Rev Kim. Around 96 people joined us for the Celebration of which around 30 were children, and everyone 
had a great time! 

- Peri 
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We had  
angels... 

Mary,  
Joseph and 
a little  
donkey... 

a reindeer... 

...and Santa 

kings... 

Music 
and 
song..
. 

stories... 

lanterns... 

prayers... 

Christmas  
trees... 
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Coming from a Roman Catholic background,  

midnight mass is not unfamiliar and I have fond  
memories of revisiting the birth of Jesus in the dead 
of night. 

This year was just as special. For me the service was 
the link between the preparation for, and the  
celebration of Jesus’ birthday. It was the culmination 
of a very special day that saw all members of my  
immediate family attend the children’s service, enjoy 
a meal together and share gifts. It was also the 
platform to launch into the Christmas break which we 
shared with our extended families. 

The service was held at 11.30pm, not exactly  
midnight, but the Revd Kim had a reason for the early 
start. The 11.30 start meant that it would be midnight 
when we got to the Eucharist, and our first activity on 
Christmas Morning would be celebrating Holy  
Communion. What an awesome way to start the day.  

Andrew and I arrived to an enthusiastic welcome by 
our wonderful friend Liz, and the service began with 
‘Oh Come all Ye Faithful’. Love that hymn. 

First Reading was from Isaiah 9:2-7 with that  
gorgeous verse : 

“For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”  Isaiah 9:6 

Love that bit. 

The Sermon was Luke 2:1-14.  The story of the census, 
the birth, and of the angels appearing to the  
shepherds in the fields. 

We sang Andrew’s all-time favourite hymn ‘Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing’. We also sang ‘Silent Night’ (as 
you would at a night service on Christmas eve) and 
finished up with a resounding rendition of ‘Joy to the 
World’ 

You must be thinking that I have a wonderful 
memory, remembering all the details of the service, 
and you must be thinking that I had a quick kip during 
the service, as there is no mention of the contents of 
the sermon.  

Well, the truth is that I have a terrible memory, so I 
asked for help. Ann sent me a copy of the pew sheet 
through which I relived Christmas all over again, but 
the sermon of course is not in print.  Kim was so busy 
over the Christmas period that she was unable to  
remember the specifics of the sermon she preached 
at the midnight service. She says she is pretty sure it 
was something about the birth of a baby. Haha. 

What I do know, is that communion didn’t happen at 
midnight, it was about a quarter past. I can’t  
remember what the delay was. Was it because Kim 
got carried away with the news that a baby had been 
born?  If her sermon did go overtime, I didn’t mind. I 
know that I didn’t kip off, and I know that I left that 
service along with other members of my church  
family, feeling rather special, honoured and humbled, 
geared to celebrate the exciting news that our saviour 
is born. 

Midnight Mass - Deb 
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St Francis Wooroloo - Kerry 

regular SERVICE TIMES AT  

ST FRANCIS  

MORNING PRAYER 

2ND SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 

EUCHARIST 

4TH SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 

 

Christmas Eve Carols 

At 8.00pm on Christmas Eve, St Francis Wooroloo became the venue for a delightful Carols Service held by Rev'd 

Kim Thomas. Music was supplied by Jade for which we were very grateful as our regular accompanist, Jean, was 
recovering from shoulder surgery and unable to be with us. Beth assisted Rev'd Kim and Christmas readings were 
given by several of the Wooroloo regular parishioners. 

Even though the 'candles' for 'Carols by Candlelight' didn't quite make it on the night, the ambience was just  
perfect with the normal lighting. 

We were pleased to welcome several locals to the Carols, including one elderly lady from Wundowie who used to 
worship in the area many years ago. Two ladies on holiday from England also came along and enjoyed coming to 
our little Church so much that they returned for Morning Prayer on January 8th. 

Following the service, hospitality was extended to all with tea and coffee, Christmas cake and fruit mince pies. 

Thanks to Martin for arranging the 'Carols by Candlelight' banner which was so proudly displayed and lit up at 
night. Another first was a pamphlet drop to residents of Wooroloo and Wundowie which it is hoped will  
encourage more newcomers to attend our services. 

This was the first time a Christmas Eve carols has been attended by clergy for several years, and it is hoped that 
the success of the occasion will encourage even more attendees next year. Our sincere thanks to Rev'd Kim for 
adding to her already hectic Christmas schedule by making the journey to Wooroloo. 
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Christmas day lunch 

On Christmas Day our lunch was celebrated. There were seventeen present. There was a Christmas tree,  

Advent Candle and decorations. The Parish Centre had a real Christmas feel. With Christmas approaching, the list 
for attending the ‘bring and share’ lunch items quickly filled. On the day food was plentiful and full of variety. 
With the publicity in the Parish Pew Sheet we had plenty of interest from the congregation. According to Robert 
and Margaret (first time attendees), the “secret of the day is out”. We always set extra places if your  
arrangements for Christmas lunch “fall through” so just come along and join us, there is always plenty to share.   

Peter and Eleanor  

CHRISTMAS MORNING SERVICE 

The Christmas Day Service started at 8:00am and although the service was similar to the Midnight Mass Service 
with the same hymns/carols, the readings and the sermon were new. The number of attendees was around forty 
seven with about four children, less than Midnight Mass but still inspiring.   

Following the Gospel reading, Rev Kim asked the children if they had opened their presents that morning, which 
they were delighted to tell Rev Kim that they had. Then she asked them what they had received.   

Christmas Day 

Two children brought along one of their presents each and 
were asked to show the congregation what they received. 
One showed us a Lego book and other a new watch. When 
Rev Kim asked what the time was she was proudly told the 
right time. The only person who seemed surprised was their 
grandmother.   

Then Rev Kim sat them and herself down on the step in front 
of the altar and read a story about the birth of Jesus.  
Following the service everyone went off inspired with the 
Holy Spirit and ready for their Christmas Day celebrations.   

        Noelene 
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Our green parish - Jaki 

And now, what are your New Year Resolutions? (Yes, I 
would love to hear your environmental ones!) 

'If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in a 
great way' - Martin Luther King Jr. 

I was delighted to have such a great reply to my  
question: what do we do individually to help our 
earth heal? After all, we do want to be a green parish, 
don't we? One of the best gifts we can give our  
children is the earth left in a better state than we 
found it. (Robert Baden-Powell, paraphrased.) 

So, how was your Christmas?  

 To save paper, brochures are printed sparingly and 
ministry and action plans that are updated  
regularly are produced in a diagram rather than 
booklet style to further reduce paper usage. 

 Air-conditioning is used responsibly, regularly  
serviced and processes are in place to ensure they 
are turned off when rooms are empty. 

 Use of energy is monitored throughout the parish 
centre. 

 Scrap paper is made into note pads for office use. 

 Larger one-sided printed paper is used for  
children’s activities within the Parish  Centre. 

 Waste paper/card go in to the recycling  bin. 

 Shredded paper is distributed for composting and/
or animal nesting boxes. 

 Toner for copying and printing is used mindfully 
and all cartridges are recycled at a dedicated  
collection point. 

      Glenda 

From little things big things grow…our 

parish office contribution to a green 
new year... 

 Office equipment and other items ie stationery 
etc., are upcycled and/or recycled to the office 
from the Op Shop and vice versa where possible. 

 General office printing is kept to a minimum by 
maximising use of electronic data. For example: 
use of electronic calendars, document storage and 
archiving records and photos. 

            

 Happy                     New Year 

How was your Christmas?  

Over too soon, or not soon enough? Too hectic? Too 
much food? Too expensive?   

Mine was lovely, thank you.  

My little Christmas tree looked amazing for the three 
weeks it wasn't outside in its usual spot near the front 
door. Only four paper greeting cards this year...but 
lots of ecards; two gifts wrapped in nothing but love 
and one in a tea towel from one of my favourite  
charities. Brilliant! 

One surprise gift arrived as an email from a friend. 
She told me all about the day-to-day tasks she does in 
the most environmentally-friendly way possible. By 
doing lots of small things (uses hand-washing water 
on some pot plants and the cold water from the 
shower on others, a Bokashi bucket to compost food 
scraps, purchases in as little single-use plastic as  
possible, and loads more) this parishioner keeps her 
carbon footprint tiny.  
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Epiphany 

During the service to celebrate the Feast of Epiphany, also 

known as the Festival of Lights, our choir dressed in black and 
wore white scarves. White is the colour for the Epiphany  
Season. Our two youngest choristers proudly wore their white 
scarves and joined in the singing. 

This reminded me of my youth and first memory of attending 
church with my grandmother in Wales. As no doubt many of 
our parishioners remember attending church with their  
parents and/or grandparents. Those familiar words and music 
of the hymns come back to us. 

During this service the choir sang newer hymns, Come, now is 
the time to worship during Communion and Amazing Grace 
(My Chains are Gone) following Communion. I found the 
words particularly appropriate following Rev Kim’s sermon. 
The words and music are still in my head as I am vacuuming 
and putting away Christmas decorations this morning. 

I am now looking forward to our next choir sessions with the 
lovely music and accompaniment of Jade. 

Blessings to all, Welsh Margaret 

 

EDITORIAL TEAM NOTE: 

Epiphany is the Patronal Feast 
of the Church of the Epiphany. 
A Patronal Feast is the occasion 
when a church annually  
honours the saint, or church 
season or festival after which 
the church is named. 
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