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Ngaala kaaditj Noongar moort keyen kaadak nidja boodja.
[We acknowledge Noongar People as the original custodians of this land.]

CONTENTS
Our 8th Issue of Parish Matters features articles
and pictures about parish events, parish people
and parish ministry, with a smattering of what is to
come.

In this edition...
Advent



We keep it easy to read and easy on the eye with
wide parish appeal.
As the name implies, our magazine is a record of
what we do and who we are as a parish. So, if there
is anything you would like to see included in our
parish magazine please talk to us and your
suggestion will be considered.
A great thing about our magazine is the wide
variety of writing styles you find in our articles. If
you have ever thought you might like to write an
article for Parish Matters please talk to Noelene
and she can give you a writing assignment for our
next issue.
As this is our first issue for the year, we have
included some special dates from February to June
that you may want to put in your diaries. These are
as we know them now as we go to print and could
be subject to change.



Christmas




Epiphany

St Francis Wooroloo
Kids news





Ministry in focus

Revd Oliver, Curate

...and much more

In this very special issue, we have pleasure in
enclosing a gift to you of new bookmarks
commissioned as a way of promoting the parish.
We ask that you keep one and give one away to a
friend or neighbour.
Happy reading.
Ann and Noelene
EDITORS

FRONT AND BACK COVERS: Thysanotus tuberosus: the common fringe lily is a perennial herb which is endemic to Australia. Species name tuberosus refers to the crisp tasting edible root. The leaves are linear in shape and
round at cross section towards the top.
Photographs: Martin
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FOREWORD

- Rev Kim Thomas, Rector

Happy New Year!

Well we are now in
2018 but I have one
question – what
happened to 2017? It
seemed to have gone
like a flash. I hope
your Christmas was a
great celebration of
the birth of Jesus, but
I know for many
Christmas is seen as a time of excess. As a nation
we eat too much, drink too much and spend too
much in the festive season. One of the problems is
the fact the festive season starts on 1st December
and not the 25th. As far as the church is concerned,
our celebrations start on 25th and carry on to the
6th January, Epiphany. Now before you all think,
‘she’s a bit ‘bah humbug’,’ let me assure you, I just
LOVE Christmas. It’s a great time to celebrate with
family and friends and it’s lovely to give and receive
gifts. The fact that my clothes are slightly tighter
than they were shows I have also been indulging in
slightly more chocolate than I should have!
Which brings me on to New Years Resolutions.
After feasting for what seems like a month, I know
we will have made New Years Resolutions. I am
sure it involves some sort of abstinence (‘I will not
eat chocolate, I will not eat chocolate …….’) and
when we set out on our journey of healthy eating
and exercise, I know we all mean it. My resolutions
last usually about 3 days – you thought I was going
to say weeks didn’t you?! Hahahaha no such luck.
This year instead of making resolutions I cannot
keep, I have resolved to think about my spiritual
life. I resolve to spend more time praying, reading
the Bible, being still before God and being
intentional about my faith. In any relationship, for it
to grow, we have to give each other quality time
and God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit waits
for us to spend time with him. The great news is
that he can spend quality time with me and you
and everyone else at the same time but still gives
everyone the individual attention they need and we
can give him the time together that he wants. Isn’t
that amazing?

This resolution has lasted a lot longer than many of
my other resolutions have. Why? Because this is
something that all of us have been designed to do,
to have a real, personal, loving relationship with
the Triune God. The wonderful thing about
spending time with God is that our whole lives gain
perspective and we grow to know God in a far
deeper way. That knowledge gives us strength,
confidence and hope. You will never waste time if
you spend it with God.
One timely word of warning though – when you
spend time with God he can use that time to show
you where he is wanting you to go in your life.
Many people have had a profound experience of
God’s calling as a result of spending time with him
and seeking his will.
This month sees another chapter in the life of our
parish as we welcome Oliver Yengi as our Curate
for a year. Oliver (and others) discerned God calling
him to ordained ministry and on Wednesday 24th
January, Oliver was ordained as a Deacon at St
George’s Cathedral in Perth. Oliver will come to
work in the parish and is excited about the way
God is leading him and is willing to follow God’s call
on his life in this new but also scarily challenging
way. The life of church leadership is not an easy
one which is why people have to feel called to this
ministry, because as we respond and say ‘yes’ to
God he will guide and lead us and give us the
strength to do it. Please pray for Oliver as he begins
his time in the parish, encourage him, talk to him,
take an interest in him and his family and invite him
for a meal.
As you pray for Oliver, his wife Susan and their 4
children, please also ask God what he wants you to
do for him, and when he shows you, be willing to
do it. Don’t worry, we’re not all called to the
ordained ministry but whatever God calls you to, it
will be just what he needs to grow his kingdom!
May 2018 be a time of great blessing and peace for
you and those you love and may you grow in faith,
wisdom and strength as you spend time with and
serve the Lord our God this year.

Rev Kim
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OCTOBER 5TH SUNDAY LUNCH

on a beautiful spring Sunday morning, the sun was
out for the first time in a week, the last Fifth
Sunday Lunch of the year was held on
29 October. Due to unpredictable wet and chilly
weather lunch was held in the parish centre. Julie
and I set up for the lunch on Friday as I wanted
Saturday free to celebrate my wedding anniversary.
This lunch had no theme, just a nice warm inviting
atmosphere. Tables were carried up from the Op
Shop by Julie and Ann and arranged to give those
who attended more room, which we achieved,
although less people than usual attended.
Laurence, Julie, Don and I put up the marquee on
Sunday morning outside the parish centre doors so
that the food could be served there leaving more
room inside. Poor Laurence his team were not a
great help but we accomplished the feat and the
marquee was erected.

The desserts were delicious and very quickly
consumed. A choice of Apple Pie, Pavlova, Trifle
and Lemon Cheesecake served with cream or
custard or both. Again they were all provided by
willing parishioners. The colour scheme was purple
and green tablecloths and serviettes. The
placemats were designed by Ann and featured
recipes of two casseroles from the parish cook
book.
Thanks to all who assisted, in particular Julie who
without her the day would not have been the
success it was; also Laurence who erected the
marquee, helped tidy up and with help from
parishioners took it down and returned it to the
storeroom. God Bless each and every one of them.
Noelene

The luncheon menu was mouth watering
casseroles, Beef Stroganoff, Spaghetti Bolognaise,
Lemon Chicken, Beef Casserole, Chilli Con Carni and
Hot Curry all provided by the willing parishioners
yet again, accompanied by a large range of very
tasty salads, green salad, coleslaws and Greek
salad. Julie provided Quiches for our vegetarians
and Garlic Bread that was put on each of the
tables.

Photographs: Noelene
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CLEANING

&

FLOWER ROSTER
At Christmas and Easter we are all invited to bring
extra flowers and spring clean our church for these
important special services.
If anyone would like to join the team please
contact Helen 9572 1337.

Margaret H

We are a team headed by our team leader Helen.
Every few months Helen prepares a roster so we
can enter dates we are rostered into our diaries or
calendars to keep our church looking clean and
welcome to all.
The present volunteers are: Belinda, Helen, Hilary,
Jaki, Margaret R, Sylvia and Margaret H.

Photographs: Noelene (Belinda not pictured)
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BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
On Friday 27 October the Op Shop hosted our
annual breast cancer awareness morning. Ann and
Bev were kept busy with people stopping to say
hello, handing out information and holding on to
the posters and balloons blowing away in the cool
breeze. Despite new medical innovations, early
detection is still the best way to save lives because
it gives more treatment options and treatments
can start earlier. Money raised was donated to
Breast Cancer Network Australia to assist in their
support of women and men diagnosed with breast
cancer.
Photograph: Martin

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
There are many ways we as church people can
reach out into our wider community and one is
through the Op Shop. Our local community not
only finds bargains but also companionship and a
friendly face. We also have people who collect
and send items to Africa to provide employment by
repairing shoes, etc. Clothing finds its way to a
Women’s Refuge or the homeless.

SUNDAY MUSIC
On 29 October
we were blessed
to have Hannah
playing piano
and Ben playing
guitar at our
9.30am 5th
Sunday service.
Thank you
Hannah and Ben
its great to have
you on our music
team.

Some time ago we received a brand new nebuliser
which, with a few soft toys, was taken to an
orphanage in Bali. We received the following email:
‘A BIG THANK YOU to the Mundaring Anglican Op
Shop for donating a nebuliser for the evacuees in
North Bali. The babies and elderly, and we,
appreciate your donation greatly.’
Muriel M

I BELIEVE in all things beautiful - the beauty
of simple things.
I BELIEVE in Music where melody is quickly
found; in Poems that sound like song.
I BELIEVE in Books that hold no ugly thought,
in Pictures that rest the eye and soothe the
senses, and in Plays that keep the heart young.
LITTLE THINGS delight me: a sunbeam on a
blade of grass; a dew drop in the heart of a flower;
a daisy with a rosy frill.

I BELIEVE in Joy and Quick Laughter; in
Sentiment, in Love, in Reverence.
I BELIEVE in all things beautiful.
I BELIEVE IN GOD.
M Aumônier
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ALL SAINTS
All Saints Service on 5

th

November 2017 was the
most significant, moving service of 2017 for me and
it has taken me a long time to sit down and try to
put my thoughts on paper. What is a saint? A saint
is a person who has died and gone to heaven.
This was a service in honour of all saints, but it was
more than that. It was a day of hope. A day to leave
the hopelessness of our grief with God and
celebrate the lives of our loved ones.
We entered the church to be presented with a
single shiny black stone. A black stone we were
later told represented our grief – our shiny brittle
grief.
As with many of our landmark services, all the
preparation and effort, all the contributions to
make this a truly memorable service were evident.
The choir sang, there was a table of candles at the
front of the church, and a bowl filled with water.

The old testament reading, and children’s story was
about Elijah and Elisha. The story of the chariot
coming from heaven and Elijah being taken to
heaven in a whirlwind. Of Elisha inheriting Elijah’s
cloak, and more importantly becoming his
successor. The children made, and decorated, cut
out chariots drawn by horses “on fire”.
The gospel was “The Beatitudes” – that beautiful
reading from Matthew. This service came just 17
short days after my mother died, and oh how I
needed to hear those comforting wonderful words
“Blessed are those who mourn…”. I was very
emotional and cried throughout most of the
service…not that unusual, as I cried through most
services for a few weeks there.
The sermon revolved around heaven (unusual, I
know) – what do we know about heaven, how do
we get there, and what is it like.
Kim opened with bible verses describing what
heaven would be like, and how different it sounds
to our earthly perception of what would be “fun”.
My earthly self can’t imagine singing God’s praises
all day every day. When I think of what percentage
of my time I spend praising God, I can’t even hit
double figures. But as Kim says, when we do glorify
God, we are glorifying him with the angels and
archangels, and all the company of heaven…All the
company of heaven - that includes my mum.

There is a lot of comfort in knowing I am doing
something with my mum.
Kim spoke of Colton Burpo’s near death experience
and his trip to heaven and back as a 4 year old.
(“Heaven is for Real” Todd Burpo). How his parents
were praying, and Colton told them that he was with
Jesus.
She told the Billy Graham story where he asked a
young boy where the post office was, and then said
to the youngster “If you come to church this
evening, I’ll be telling everyone how to get to
heaven.” The little boy wasn’t convinced that was a
good idea, Billy didn’t even know his way to the post
office.
How do we get to heaven? Jesus gives us life eternal,
and help along the way. Kim quoted John 14:2-4
“
My Father’s house has many rooms;….You know the
way to the place where I am going.” Jesus is
promising the way to heaven, where we will go to be
with him.
We all joined in a Litany for all the Saints, lighting a
candle to remember those who lit our lives with joy,
died too young, died from disease or as an act of
violence, to name a few. We then, each of us, had
the opportunity to come forward and light a candle
in remembrance of someone we lost. We brought
our shiny black stones of grief up and left them in
the bowl of crystal water. We then took up a bright
clear stone of comfort and hope, devoid of the
shadow of hopelessness. We will still grieve – but we
can leave the hopelessness behind.
Communion followed. The Holy Spirit was so real I
could feel him. I stood at the altar to receive the
body and blood of Christ. To commune with all the
company of heaven. Awesome.
This was an amazing one hour healing and cleansing
journey for me from hopeless grief to committing
mum to the care of Jesus, knowing she is with the
angels and saints and that I will be there one day
too. Do I miss her? Yes. But the cloud of hopeless
grief is gone. I take my clear stone and look through
it, to the promise given of eternal life.
We completed our service with “I Danced in the
Morning” – and the sun shone brighter.
Debbie
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KIDS NEWS...
Kids@Church

Kids–in-Church

The KIDS@CHURCH October theme was Trust
and this was illustrated with the story of Elijah and
the Widow. The widow made Elijah bread with the
last of her flour and oil and by trusting God neither
she nor her son starved. To illustrate this the
children decorated and made bread baskets. Helen
gave them prepared scone dough which they
kneaded and shaped into scones. These were later
baked in the Parish Centre. The scones were either
eaten or taken home. Very well received.
In November the story was of the prodigal son and
how all who return to God are always accepted
back with love. The activities included a treasure
hunt for farm animals to remember the pig sty that
the son had to work in. To be accepted back with
love the children illustrated a heart with a tracing
of their hands attached to it. The hands of the small
children were so touching when put alongside the
heart. The children left a memory of their presence
with a verse left in front of the altar for the Sunday
congregation.
Jan

I am amazed at the growth of the children during
story and craft time in Church. During the story
they listen attentively and interact with the story
reader, by answering questions, asking questions,
looking at the pictures.

The craft time shows an amazing participation
considering we started with colouring pictures and
images. A highlight was a twist on the Advent
Wreath with the decorated hearts illustrating faith,
love, hope and trust. Several of the children made a
wall hanging for Christ the King.
This confidence has enabled children to participate
more fully in the service, also singing the hymns,
ringing the bell to signal the commencement of
church and the collection. It is wonderful to see the
greater participation of both children and
congregation.
Jan

KIDS@CHURCH

Next
KIDS@CHURCH
is on

Saturday
17 February 2018
@ 5.00pm
The theme for February is

Miracles
All are welcome
Our 2018 K@C calendar is currently being
distributed. If you would like a copy
please contact Jan.

Followed by supper and games
in the Parish Centre
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WORLD VISION

Below is the very colourful Annual Progress Report
Monday’s 9.30-11.00am during school term for
children up to 4 years of age, accompanied by a
parent or other adult carer.
Music and dance, story, morning tea and play time.

There is a charge of $4 per family.

for our sponsored child in Haiti. Byfflore is 8 years
old, studying grade 3 primary school and is visited
regularly by World Vision workers. Byfflore and her
family have participated in healthcare facility
improvement, have a place where they get
healthcare and they live a healthy life. She helps at
home by getting water and is interested in office
work and nursing. The family enjoys cultural
celebrations which bring the community together,
where she said she feels she belongs.
Muriel M

MESSY CHURCH

Last Saturday of October the KIDS@CHURCH team took the programme to Wooroloo. One of the ladies
took her grandchildren so we could show the Wooroloo ladies what exactly kids@church entailed. They joined in
and we went through the story and the activities which included decorating beautiful Dame Edna glasses and
making Christian names in Braille with beads. In November one of the activities was a treasure hunt and a heart
and hands card. By experiencing these services with the children the people of Wooroloo now know what Messy
Church is, so we can all look forward to welcoming more children in the New Year.
Jan
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PRAYER SHAWL

This was started earlier this year by Rev Jean and
Eleanor. The making of Shawls to wear is centuries
old. This Prayer Shawl was started in the USA.
Shawls are knitted or crochet for people who are ill,
feeling loss or following a serious injury. During one
session Elizabeth gave a demonstration on wool
spinning and also sources of wool, i.e. sheep, alpaca, camel, dog etc. Most of us buy our wool from
shops but there are still people in our hills who spin
wool from fleeces. Elizabeth’s talk was very
informative and enjoyed by us all.

Before leaving, the chief placed his Poncho over
Nel’s shoulders to keep and send to him if she
wanted any assistance.
In 2007, Nel’s 2 granddaughters, who had inherited
the poncho when Nel died, decided to return the
Poncho to the chief’s descendants in Patagonia.
God was with them and they found the families
and made friends with the Patagonian families.
Margaret H
AND for those of us who speak Welsh...

Currently our group is knitting beanies for people
who will need to keep warm. These will be given
with love and care from our shawl ministry of The
Anglican Parish of Mundaring.
There are different types of shawls, which
reminded me of 10 years ago in 2007. My sister
and I had travelled back to Wales to be with our
dying mother. There was a program on Welsh TV. It
was the documentary about Nel Davies, whose
family had immigrated to Patagonia in 1875.
The family lived on an isolated farm and Nel’s
father had left to bring back stock for the farm.
Whilst he was away Nel’s mother Hannah died in
childbirth. The following morning Nel heard the
Indians calling Bara Bara (Bread Bread). Hannah
had baked her own bread and set aside a couple of
loaves for the Indians. Nel told the Indian Chief that
there were only a few crusts left because her
mother had died. The Indians stayed and helped
Nel.
Photograph: Martin
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A THANK YOU

SHAMI’S PRAYER
On Sunday 3 December Shami was
Baptised at Epiphany Church which was a
very happy occasion. Shami read a poem
she wrote and we have permission to
feature it here in Parish Matters.
SHAMI’S DAILY PRAYER
Heavenly Father, be my Guide.
Keep me always by your side
Help me speak with words of Love
That You may use me, from above.
Gentle Jesus, sweet and kind.
Manage please, my wilful mind.
Make my thoughts be full of You.
So that You can shine right through.
Gracious Spirit, take my heart.
Let us never be apart.
Fill me full with Songs of Praise.
To Worship you for all my days.

The parish received this lovingly designed and

Holy Spirit, Father, Son.
May Your will be always done.
Let my acts be strong and true.
Serving You in all I do.

crafted thank you from Gosia and family. Have a
look at the original on display in the parish centre.

EVERYBODY WELCOME
Everybody Welcome is a tool for church
communities to plan their way forward. Over 4
weeks people meet in small groups to discuss
church environments, ministry and practices to find
ways to improve, as well as areas of strength. This
is what around 40 of us did in September/October.
Each week, we did background reading to prepare
and stimulate thinking about the four areas
considered: 'Making the church more visible',
'Making the premises more inviting', 'A welcoming
God and welcoming people' and 'Belonging to the
church community'. Each meeting had an exercise
to enable seeing familiar things in a different light,
short videos, discussions and tick-a-box thought
provoking questionnaires. Followed by a lovely
cuppa!

AMEN

Rev Kim collated the questionnaires and notes and
held a meeting to review the results. There were
unsurprising strengths such as our welcoming and
refreshments, events, atmosphere, our services
and information. Areas identified as needing
attention included advertising, more varied social/
small group activity, older youth group, toilets and
seating.
So, what next? There have already been small
changes; some ideas will take longer to develop
and some must take longer still and require
funding… Meanwhile, the good news is that we are
already well on the way to ensuring everybody
feels welcome in Mundaring parish.
Jaki
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ST FRANCIS WOOROLOO

— Kerry

On Saturday afternoon 28 October, we had our first
’MESSY CHURCH’ at St Francis – not a great
roll-up of children but well organised and enjoyed by
both Mundaring parishioners and the ladies of St
Francis. The afternoon was blustery but the
threatened rain held off so we were able to have
craft activities outside. Afternoon tea was a highlight
as always – in all a real learning curve with hopes to
increase attendance.

On 23 December Rev Kim led our service of

25 November was the second ‘Messy Church’ with a
slight increase in attendance, and again we were
pleased to have Mundaring folk among us, especially
Jane and her grand-children. We have high hopes for
this activity in 2018!

4TH SUNDAY EUCHARIST was celebrated

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT with a few
new people in the congregation. This was a very
lively service with Ann Revell’s solos adding to the
enjoyment. Then on 24 December, our

and Beth wished a very Happy Birthday for
Christmas Day.

The next Wooroloo ‘Messy Church’ is being
held at St Francis church, on Saturday
24 February at 4.00pm.

On 18 December a presentation was made to Rev Kim, and Ann Revell
as the WA representative for Breast Cancer Network Australia, being
funds raised by the TAIL END CHARLIE Tractor Heritage
Syndicate during the 60th Anniversary re-enactment held in July and
August. At the start of this trek, Rev Kim had presented Ron with a
cheque from the Parish, so it was with appreciation for this great start to
our fundraising that a much larger cheque could now be sent to the BCNA
headquarters for which their hearty thanks have been received.

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES AT ST FRANCIS
MORNING PRAYER: 2ND SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 10am
HOLY COMMUNION: 4TH SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 11AM
Photographs: Martin
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EPIPHANY CHOIRS

When I first encountered my new church family
about 6 months ago, the first thing I did was
enquire if there was a choir. To my intense
happiness I discovered that we have a very active
and dedicated choir who meet at 1pm on Saturdays
for an hours’ rehearsal. Our program begins with
rehearsing the hymns for the service the following
day, so that we can help lead the congregation with
them. After that, we dedicate the rest of the hour
to keeping up with some of the songs we have
already learnt (that aren’t in the church songbook)
and learning new songs that we can introduce
during church services or sing at special services.
I have to say that I have found being a member of
this choir is an extremely uplifting experience.
Singing praises to our dear Lord is a wonderful
form of worship that helps us grow and develop
our faith and relationship with God in a very special

way. Lifting our hearts in song is something I
recommend to all.
Next year we will be focussing on learning some
songs of praise of the more modern variety,
including one of Rev Kim’s favourites ‘10,000
Reasons’. This should be great fun, so some
exciting times are ahead for the choir in this joyful
form of worship.
Although a small group, our Junior Christmas Choir
were extremely enthusiastic and happily sang their
favourite Christmas carols so they could join us
‘big’ choristers in the Carols by Candlelight service.
The very first song the Junior Choir sang was
Mary’s Boy Child and afterwards much to the
children’s delight there was spontaneous and very
joyous applause from the entire congregation.

Shami

Benefits of being in a church choir:







Photographs: Martin

It is an open, welcoming small group of people who enjoy singing,
great for new people to join - see article about Everybody Welcome.
Leads and supports congregation singing.
Enables a smooth introduction of new music into the congregational
repertoire.
Members of the congregation enjoy hearing a choir sing during
church services.
It is a personally uplifting form of worship.
Membership of a choir lowers stress, releases muscle tension,
improves mental alertness, is relaxing, improves blood circulation
and is a lot of fun.
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SEASON OF ADVENT
Advent Candles

There is so much “hustle and bustle” coming into the
Christmas season that one can lose focus on what the
meaning of Christmas is all about.
Fortunately we at our church, have a way of helping us
re-focus our attention and that is with the Advent Wreath.
The wreath is a table centrepiece with four outside
candles and one centre candle representing the four
weeks leading up to Christmas and the middle candle
being the “Christ” candle for Christmas day. Each week leading up to Christmas
a candle is lit, a reading is read and a prayer said. It is a wonderful way for
families to get together and reflect and even for individuals to prepare for the
coming of Christ.
This last year on November 26th our Parish Centre was set up for an Advent
wreath craft morning. There were kits for 35 sets of wreaths. After church
parishioners and visitors were invited to make a wreath using candles, baubles,
tinsel and Ivy. (Ivy supplied by Julie and Margaret.)

People were a little bit hesitant at first, doubting their artistic abilities but soon
got stuck into making veritable works of art. With all the bright, shiny colourful
tinsel etc., it was easy for all concerned to be in a good mood. Everybody who
joined in had a good time.
Many of the wreaths went home to grace the tables of their makers but some
were given away to friends. One was given to a non-church going family who
were fascinated by the idea of it and it was greatly appreciated.
Eleanor and Peter used theirs and bought it to the Christmas
Lunch that we had at the Parish Centre on Christmas day.
Peri
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Advent Study

Mary says on several occasions throughout Luke,
that she pondered these things in her heart, and
this is what Advent is all about, pondering things in
our hearts. Our study was based on following in the
footsteps of Zechariah and Elizabeth, and Mary and
Joseph, looking at their lives, as recorded in the
Gospels of Luke and Matthew, and their historical
lives, the times in which they lived. In this way we
were able to discover how much more there is to
the lives of these wonderful people.
It revealed the difference between our attitude
towards single parenthood and that of Mary’s time,
when she could have been stoned to death for
adultery, and the manner in which Jewish
marriages were arranged, nothing like the flowing
white dress and bridesmaids we see today; and the
importance of Joseph in being the caring and loving
husband of Mary.
For those who attended there was much to ponder,
working out prayerfully and in contemplation how
we could best prepare the cradle in our hearts to
welcome the Christ child in following in the
footsteps of the faithful Zechariah and Elizabeth,
the trusting Mary, and the gentleness and strength
of Joseph.
After each session there was a short meditation,
when we could be still, a time to briefly forget the
business of our lives, a time of peace to allow God
to speak into our hearts.

Christmas hampers

Just before Christmas we delivered six rather nice
hampers to chaplain Rachael at Mundaring Primary
School, and she was pleasantly surprised at the size
of them. This year we used large plastic baskets, in
bright red and green, filled to overflowing with
goodies generously donated by our Parishioners.
Besides basic foods, each had a large Christmas
cake, pudding, fruit mince pies, custard, jelly and
tinned fruits, plus tinned ham, chocolates and
numerous other confectionery for the children.
Little surprise gifts and crackers were also popped
in where space allowed.
Jaki and Margaret O thoroughly enjoyed putting
them together and after the hard work (harder
than one would think) they sat down to a well
earned cup of tea
and newly baked
muffin courtesy of
Jaki.
Jaki

Rev Jean

Our Advent Figurines

Some years ago we had a very small crib and
figurines displayed in a corner of the church and
not clearly seen by the congregation. Jean
suggested we could ask members of the
congregation who had suffered an infant death in
the family if they would like to contribute towards
the cost of buying new larger, figurines. There was
a wonderful response as parents, grandparents,
aunts and uncles and other family members came
forward to remember a lost infant.

Jean and I were given the task and we searched and
found the beautiful figurines we now have for our
nativity crib. The altar was turned around so the
manger scene could be seen by the whole
congregation. Each Christmas, as we are honouring
the Christ child, we are remembering with love our
little ones who are with Him.
Muriel M
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Mundaring Carols

On Sunday 17 December at 6pm, in weather that
was more like England than our home here in
Mundaring, a goodly crowd gathered, the church
being a safe haven from the wind and rain. In a
darkened church Andrew carried the lighted
Paschal candle to the altar and lit all the candles
around and within the decorations which twinkled
and shone in the candle light. With the holy family
looking on, voices were lifted in joy as we sang
beautiful, familiar carols, and sat and heard the
readings from Isaiah to Luke, telling us of the
wonder of the birth of Jesus.

After the service our family and friends gathered in
the Parish Centre to enjoy a light supper,
beautifully prepared and presented by many hands
making light work. Thank you to all those dedicated
people who made this wonderful evening possible.
Rev Jean

This is a story that however many times it is told,
still holds the wonder and mystery of Christmas for
young and old, or as I read somewhere, we are all
children of God whatever earthly age we may be.
The Epiphany choir added to the joy of the evening
by singing several carols before and during the
evening, and the children’s choir were a delightful
addition this year, surprising everyone by their
presentation and confidence, thank you to Ann for
bringing these young people’s singing into our lives.

Photographs: Martin
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Christmas Eve
morning

Christmas Eve
kids@church

The regular 9:30am Eucharist Service on 24

It was a beautiful balmy evening in a beautifully

December (Christmas Eve day) was a surprise with
the number of people who attended, seventy one
in total, which included ten under sixteen’s.

decorated Church that many young people,
parents, grandparents and friends came to a
service full of the wonder and expectation of
Christmas Day.

The church looked very festive with a beautifully
decorated Christmas Tree with coloured lights
in the Sanctuary with a twinkling star on top.
Fortunately extra chairs were brought up to the
church for the Midnight Mass Service, which was a
blessing as we had to add a chair at the end of each
pew and at the back to accommodate those extras
who came. Many were visiting the area for the
Christmas holidays and came back again and joined
the congregation for Midnight Mass.
Bishop Kate who had the morning off before her
busy schedule at St Georges Cathedral, also
attended, it was great to see her. Eleanor read the
children’s story and their activity was to decorate
hearts depicting love, faith, hope and trust. After
the Service, there was a hive of activity as men
turned the pews around ready for kids@church at
5:00pm. Many of the congregation and visitors
attended morning tea in the Parish Centre. A great
way to start the Christmas celebrations.
Noelene

Many familiar carols were sung including “Away in
a Manger” and “Aussie Jingle Bells”. Eleanor read a
story about Wombat finding his way into the
manger scene. He was far too big to be a Shepherd
or an angel or Mary or Joseph. Right at the end he
discovered that he was the right size to be Jesus.
Rev Kim talked to the children about the Australian
animals and which may have been their favourite. A
wonderful dialogue followed:Rev Kim: “Who is Jesus?”
Attentive Child: “Wombat”
Well! That story was listened
too. Then everyone made
wreaths or stars decorated with Nativity figures and
jewels to take home.

A wonderful Service. A Big Thank You to all the
men who turned all the heavy pews around after
the Sunday morning Service and then came back to
put them back in place for the Midnight Mass.
Jan
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SEASON OF CHRISTMAS
Midnight Mass

It’s the same every year, ‘Do I have an afternoon
nap so I am wide awake at Midnight Mass or do I
make a dessert and have a quick tidy round before
the kids get here later.’ The time ran out for a nap
yet again.

There is something wonderfully special about this
service as I walk from the quiet darkness into the
soft light - I feel exhilarated and there is an air of
excitement yet people are sitting quietly, others
moving around quietly preparing, and there is a
soft murmur of conversation. As I sit quietly and
wait, all the busyness fades into the background
and I feel the true meaning of Christmas.

Christmas Day

An excited buzz was in the church, and joyful
greetings of “Merry Christmas” rang out across the
pews. Our first hymn brought our joy together in
focused praise, celebrating the birth of our Lord.
“Oh come all ye faithful...Joyful and triumphant….”
Those who attended both the midnight mass and
Christmas morning service may have, like me,
found some contrasts in the two services. In some
ways midnight mass gives us some insight into the
Jewish experience of the hope of God’s promise of
a Saviour during the dark days of Israel’s
humiliating occupation in the time before Christ.
On Christmas eve we gather surrounded in the
dark of night, feeling the burden of a fallen world
all around us, but in the fore-knowledge of God’s
promise of a Saviour.
In the brightness of morning though, our joy bursts
forth as we celebrate the Light of the World
revealed in a human child; God’s great Promise has
arrived! Like the shepherds in the fields we have
been blessed with the thrilling inside knowledge of
His birth: and of our salvation.
We can appear before Him this Christmas Day in
awe and wonder and praise because we know just
how marvellous was this child’s arrival.

I look at the gorgeous Christmas tree and then my
eyes fall onto the nativity scene in the altar. I feel
serene yet the atmosphere in the church is electric
as more people arrive and the church fills up.
I feel very special here right now praising God as
the clock ticks over into Christmas Day. One of the
first to celebrate the birth of the Messiah and I
hear, ‘the good news of great joy’ as told by Luke.
The singing, readings, prayers, sermon,
affirmations, Thanksgiving, Communion and
blessings inspire and enfold.
As Sylvia said, ‘It was pleasing to see so many
visitors. We celebrated the birth of Jesus with the
First Communion of Christmas and left feeling
uplifted from this special Christmas service.’
Ann

Like the heavenly hosts announcing to the
shepherds, we the church now herald the Christ
child to the world in songs of celebration and
revelation of the meaning of His birth.
Christmas morning service itself was a wonderful
example of our church body in action.
All the components of the service, from hymns, to
children’s story, sermon and communion, all
knitted together a powerful validation of God’s
truth, and a wonderful reflection of the miraculous
economy of God’s plan of salvation: Birthed as a
helpless baby to a humble couple; witnessed by
only a few stable animals; announced to only a few
humble shepherds; and noticed in the heavens by
only a few far off faithful men, this was greatest
day in the history of the earth. And yet, in these
blessed few, all the world was present: from the
meek and lowly to the high and kingly, even the
animal world. And in these collected few we learn
the appropriate response to God: a contrite heart
convicted and awed into humility; the right
attitude to Christ: alone worthy of our worship
regardless who we are; and of God’s love for his
fallen creation: today a sinful world could be
reconciled to God.
And all mankind received their long-awaited
Saviour! Merry, merry Christmas!
Laurence
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Christmas lunch

For many years Eleanor and Peter Lamprey have
organised a Christmas Lunch in the Parish Centre
on Christmas Day for those parishioners who will
be home alone or have no family or family that is
living overseas. Everyone brings along food to
share, Chicken, Turkey, Ham, and a collection of
tasty salads. Followed by a range of delicious
desserts, again provided by those who attend, this
year we had Plum Pudding and Custard, Trifle and
Pavlova.
The Parish Centre was decorated with a Christmas
Tree and the tables were adorned with Christmas
ornaments, crackers, serviettes and chocolates. To
begin the day, Eleanor lit the Advent Candles
followed by grace said by Rev Kim.
A most enjoyable day, with lots of love and
fellowship in the room.
This year at very short notice, Ann designed and
supplied the Christmas themed Place Mats. Ann
provided three different designed mats which were
very attractive and most of those in attendance
took them home. A BIG Thank you to Ann.
We had twenty people in attendance and another
wonderful inclusion to the day was the attendance
of Rev Kim and her friends from Scotland, which
made us, feel truly blessed.
Noelene

Photographs: Noelene
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SEASON OF EPIPHANY

Festival & Feast of
the Epiphany

It was a still warm evening on 7

Without everyone chipping in and helping our
evening would not have been such wonderful
fellowship.
Hilary

th

January as
seventy one people gathered in the Church to
celebrate Epiphany. Rev Kim led the Service and
the choir sang beautifully . After the service over
sixty people gathered in the Parish Centre garden to
share in a meal and fellowship. The garden looked
wonderful with the gazebos festooned with
coloured light and the tables decorated with very
special Epiphany placemats made by Ann. The lawn
and garden was looking its best.
The meal started with a drink accompanied by
yummy garlic bread and was then followed by a
BBQ cooked by our trio of willing Master BBQers.
The meat was accompanied by a healthy array of
salads. Prior to dessert being served a fantastic
Smash birthday cake, made by Ann’s daughter
Caron, was presented to Rev Kim who was
celebrating her birthday that day. The cake was
accompanied by a very decorative rolling pin which
Kim wielded expertly to smash the chocolate dome
of the cake revealing a variety of chocolates and
sweets. It didn’t take long for the crowd (especially
the children) to devour these and then the
delicious spread of desserts that followed.

GOING...

GOING...

GONE!

Julie and I would like to thank all who came along to
help set up, clean up and put away. Thank you also
to all who provided the salads and desserts. As
usual you excelled yourselves.
Photographs: Martin
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THE REVD OLIVER
Wonderfully traditional and symbolic. Perhaps by
now the Deacons-elect were getting a bit nervous.
Bishop Kate presided at the service and Sacrament
of Holy Orders. The Revd David Noble KOSJ tssf
delivered the sermon, containing lots of words of
wisdom for the new Deacons.
At the conclusion of the Sacrament of Holy Orders,
Examining Chaplains presented the Deacons with
stoles; and Bishop Kate delivered to each a copy of
the New Testament. To rapturous applause and
cheers, the new Deacons were then presented to
the congregation.

Oliver’s ordination as
Deacon

Our year has started with the appointment of a
Deacon to our parish, The Revd Oliver Yengi.
Oliver was ordained on Wednesday evening
24 January at the Cathedral, together with three
other Deacons-elect (or ordinands as they are
described in the service sheet). As the organ was
played before the service, the Cathedral filled up
and was absolutely packed by the time the service
started, with standing room only.
During the opening (processional) hymn of For all
the saints, the Cathedral and Bishop’s processions
of the church clergy walked down the central aisle
of the Cathedral and then dispersed in different
directions to their assigned places.

Photographs: Martin

At the end of the service, the Cathedral and
Bishop’s processions walked back down the central
aisle and out of the Cathedral.
Outside the Cathedral there was a lot of
excitement as family, friends and well-wishers
congratulated the four new Deacons. Lots of hand
shaking and hugs and
smiling faces.
As well as Rev Kim,
who took part in the
processions, there
were several people
from Mundaring who
attended, to support
Oliver and witness
the pageantry of the
Cathedral.
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On Tuesday 30 January with all the celebrations
over Revd Oliver moved into his new office in the
parish centre, ready to start his work in the parish.
I am sure the desk will not stay quite so clear for
very long.

Commissioning of
Revd Oliver in
Mundaring parish

Revd Oliver was officially welcomed to the parish
as Deacon during the Sunday morning service on
28 January in front of the Mundaring congregation
and Oliver’s wife, Susan.
Rev Kim ‘interviewed’ Rev Oliver during the service
so we got to know a bit about Oliver and why he
came to his calling as Deacon which, we learned,
was by an extremely circuitous route. All starting
with a small group of people worshipping God
under a mango tree in South Sudan.

Revd Oliver and Susan were also presented with
some welcoming gifts from the parish.

During the Mundaring commissioning, Rev Kim
asked the congregation if they would support
Oliver with encouragement and prayers, that the
gifts of the Spirit may live and grow in him. The
congregation responded they would gladly do so
and that the Holy Spirit strengthen them for the
work Oliver calls them to do. After the parish
commissioning the congregation responded with
warm, welcoming
applause.

Photographs: Martin
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Parish Calendar Dates - February to June 2018
Tuesday 13 February 6pm…………………….Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner
Wednesday 14 February 6pm……………….Ash Wednesday service
Saturday 17 February 5pm…………………...kids@church
Saturday 24 February 4pm……………………Messy Church Wooroloo
Sunday 11 March 11.30am…………………..Parish Council
Wednesday 14 March 2pm…………………..Palm Cross making
Saturday 17 March 5pm……………………….kids@church

Saturday 17 March 10am……………………..Easter tomb making
Saturday 24 March 4pm……………………….Messy Church Wooroloo
Sunday 25 March 9.30am…………………….Palm Sunday service
Mon, Tue, Wed 26, 27, 28 March 6pm…Holy Week Meditations
Thursday 29 March 6pm……………………... Agape Meal/Maundy Thursday
Friday 30 March 10am…………………………Good Friday Service
Sunday 1 April 5.30am………………………... Easter Dawn service
Sunday 1 April 7am……………………………...Easter BBQ breakfast
Sunday 1 April 9.30am………………………….Easter Children’s and family service
Sunday 1 April 11am……………………………..Wooroloo Easter service
Saturday 7 April 6pm…………………………….Resurrection Party
Sunday 29 April 10am…………………………..Service followed by 5th Sunday lunch
Sunday 13 May 11.30am………………………Parish Council
Saturday 19 May 5pm…………………………..kids@church
Sunday 20 May 9.30am………………………..Pentecost service
Saturday 26 May 4pm…………………………..Messy Church Wooroloo
Sunday 27 May 9.30am………………………...Trinity Sunday service
Sunday 17 June 11.30am ……………………...Annual Meeting
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